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POETICAL WORKS 


GEOFF. CHAUCER. 


IN FOURTEEN VOLUMES, 


THE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 


From Urry); Edition 1721, 


THE CANTERBURY TALES 


From T yravbitt's Edition 1775. 


— 


As far as Mavi's morrow dois midnight. 
—  — _ be 1 k 


Grete wel CLAUCER whan he met 
Of ditees and of ſyunnes glade, 
The which be- made, 
The londe fl! filled is over all. 


GOWER, 
My maiſter CHAUCER---chiefe poete of Bretayne 


Whom all this londe ſchulde of ry giit preferre, 
Sith of our langage he was thelode-lierreo-.- 
That made br to dy ftylle and rayne 
The gold dewe dropys of ſpeche and eloquence 
Into our tunge thrugh his excelicnce, 
The honour of Engliſh tong is dede---- 
Mv maß Her CHAUCER, floure of eloquence, 
Mirrour of fructuous entendement, 
Vniverſet fadi- in ſeience 
This londis verray treſout and richeſſe. 
The Fre fynder of our fayre langarze. OCCLEVE, 
Venerabill CH AUCER, princip5!l poete but pere, 
Hevinly-trumpet, orlege and reg.ilere, 
In eloguence balme, condict and diall, 
Mylky fountane, clere ſtrand, aud rois rial, 
Of freſche endite throw Albioun iland braid. DOUGLAS. 
O reverend CHAUCER! roſe of rethouris all, 
As in oute toung flour imperial 
That raiſe in Brittane evir, quha reidis right 
Thou deiris of Makers the triumphs roya!ll, 
The freſche enamilt termes ccieftiall : 
This mater couth haif iluminit full bricht, 
Was thou nocht, of our Inglis all the lipht, 
Surmounting every toung terreftriall 


LYDGATE, 


DUNPRAR. 


VOL. IV. 
E DIN BURG: 


ar Tux Apollo Prefs, By Tus MaRTINSs. 


Anno 1782. 
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THE 
POETICAL WORKS 


O F 


GEOFFREY CHAUCER- 


VOL. IV. 
CON CAINING HIS 


CANTERBURY TALES, vi. 


THE FRANKELEINES TALE, || THE PRIORESSES TALE, 
THE DOCTOURES TALE, THE RIME OF SIRE THOPAS, 
THE PARDONERES TALE, [uur TALE or MEL1BEUS, 
THE SHIPMANNES TALE, {| THE MONKES TALE, 

Sc. Sc. Tc. 


——— —̃ — 


But natheles certain 

I can right now no thrifty Tale ſain. 

But CHAUCER, (though he can but lewedly 

On metres and oa riming. craftily ) 

Hath ſayd hem in ſwiche Engliſh as he can 

Of olde time, as knoweth many a man; 

And if he hare not ſayd hem, leve brother, 

In o book, he tata tayd bem in agother.. -- 

Who fo that wol bis large Volume ſeke. TALES, ver. 4465. 
Dan CHAUCER, well of Engliſh undefil'd, 

On Fame's eternal benderoll worthy to be 414 

Old Dan Geffrey, in whoſe gentle ſpright 

The pure well.head of poetry did dwell 

He whilft he lived was the ſuvcraigne head 

Of ſhepherds all- SPENSER. 
Old CHA UCER, lize the morning flar, 

To us diſcovers day from far; 

His light thoſe miſts and clouds diffoly'd 

Which our dark nation long involv'd 

Nut he deſccuding to the ſhades 

Darkneſs again the age invades. DENHAM. 
CHAUCER, bim who firii with harmony inform'd 

Ine language of our fathers---His legends blithe 

He tang of love or knight hood, or the wiles 

Ot homely life, thro! each eflate and age 

The faſhions and the follics of the world 

With cunning hand purtraying----- 

Him who in times. g 

Dark and untaught began with charming verſe 

To tame the rudenefs of Ris native land. AKENSIDE, 
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ar Tur Apollo reſs, BY THE MARINE. 
Anno 1782. 
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"THE CANTERBURY TALES: 


THEFRANKELEINESPROLOGUE. 


| faith, Squier, thou haſt thee wel yquit, 10985 
And gentilly : I preiſe wel thy wit, 
Quod the Frankelein. Conkdering thin youthe 
do felingly thou ſpekeſt, Sire? I aloue the 
As to my dome ther is non that is here 
Of eloquence that ſhal be thy pere 10990 
If that thou live: God ye ve thee goode chance, 
And in vertue ſend thee continuance, 
For of thy ſpeking I have gret deintee. 
l have a ſone, and by the Trinitee - 10994 
t were me lever than twenty pound worth loud, 
Though it right now were fallen in my hond, 
He were a man of ſwiche diſcretion 
As that ye ben. Fie on poſſeſſion 
But if a man be vertuous withal ! 
| have my ſone ſnibbed and yet ſhal, IIcco 
For he to vertue liſterh not to entend, 
But for to play at ane to diſpend. 
j 


v. 10985. in faith, Squier] The authorities for giving tllis 
Prologue to Ihe Frankelein, and for placing his Tale next to 
The 8quieres, are mil. 4. A. 1, 2, HA. Bod. . /. In mſ. C. 1, 
there is 2 blank of near two pages at the end of The Squieres 

Tale, but TheFrankelein's Tale follows, beginning at ver. 11066, 
This arrangement is alſo ſupported by ed. Ca. 2, For the reſt 
ke the Diſcourſe, Cc. J 25. 


A 1) 


6 THE FRANKELEINES PROLOGUE 


And leſe all that he hath, is his uſage ; 
And he had lever talken with a page 
Than to commune with any gentil wight 
Ther he might leren gentilleſſe aright. 


Straw for your gentilleſſe! quod our Hoſte. 


TIc0; 


What? Frankelein, parde, Sire, wel thou woſt 


That eche of you mote tellen at the leſt 
A Tale or two, or breken his beheſt, 


That know 1 wel, Sire, quod the Frankelein: 


pray you haveth me not in diſdein 

Though I to this man ſpeke a word or two. 
Tell on thy Tale withouten wordes mo. 
Gladly, Sire Hoſte, quod he, I wol obey 


Unto your will: now herkeneth what 1 ſey: 


I wol you not contrarien in no wiſe, 

As fer as that my wittes may ſuflice, 

I pray to God that it may plclen you, 

Than wot I wel that it is good ynow. 
Thiſe olde gentil Bretons in hir dayes 

Of diverſe aventures maden layes 


11010 


11075 


11020 


v. 11021. Thiſe olde gentil Breton] Ofthe collection of Britith 
T" by Marie ſomething has been ſaid in the D{ſ-ourfe, To 
n. 24. I will here only quote a few paſſages ſrom that cc ec: 
tion, to he how exadly Chaucer and the agree in their mans 
ner of ſpeaking of the Armorican bards. The lay of Eiidus cot 


cludes thus, mi. A. 9758, fol. 191 ; 


De Vaventure de ces treis 
Li auntien Bretun curicis 
Firent li lai pur remember, 
Qc hum nel deull pas ublicr, 
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THE TRANXTLEINES TRG. )GUE, 7 


Rimeyed in hir firſte Breton tonge, 

Which layes with hir inſtruments they ſonge, 

Or elles redden hem for hir pleſance, 11025 
And on of hem have I in remembrance, 


The lay of Guiguemar thus, fol. 146; 


De ceft cunte, ke oi avez, 

Fu Guiguemar le lai trovez, 
hum fait en harpe e en rote, 
Dont eſt a oir la note. 


The lay of Chevrefoil begins fol. 171; 


Aſez me pleſt, e bien le voil, 

Du lai qe hum nume chevretoil 

Q'la verite vus encunt, 

Pur quoi il fu fet e dunt, 

Pluſurs le me unt cunte e dit, 

E jeo 1'ai trove en crit, 

De Irifiram e de la reine, 

De lur amur qui tant fu fine, 

Dunt il eurent meinte dolur, 

Puis mururent en un jur. 
In one particular Chaucer goes further (as I remember) than 
Marie, when he ſays that theſe lays were 

Rimeyed in hir firfie Breton Longe— 
if rimeyed be underfiood to mean written in rhyme, but it may 
very well ſignify only verſified. Indeed the editor of the Dictio- 
narre de la Langue Bretonne, by Dom Pelletier, ſeems to doubt 
whetherthe Amorican language be capable ofany ſort of poetical 
harmony ; ** Nous ne voyons pas que nos Br-tons Armoricains 
* ayent cultivee la poetic ; et la langue telle qu'ils la parlent, 
ne paroit pas pouvoir fe plier a la meſure, à la douceur et à 
*1z harmonie des vers.” Pref. p. ix. A ſtrange doubr in him, 
who might have found in the dictionary/which he has publith- 
ed quotations from two Armorican poems, viz. Les Propheties 
de Grving!af,, and La Deffruction de Feruſatem, both in rhyme. 
See frabat. Bagat. And he himſelf ſpeaks, in the ſame preface, 
p. vii. of © La vie de S. Gwenole, premier Abbẽ de Landeve- 
®* nec, Ecrite en vers.” The oldeſt mf. however now known in 
the language (according to his account) is that containing Le- 
Prophetics de Gigi, written in 1450. 
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2 THE FRANKELEINES TALE, 


Which I ſhal ſayn with good wille as I can, 
But, Sires, becauſe I am a borel man, 
At my beginning firſt I you beſeche 
Have me excuſed of my rude ſpeche : 11030 
T lerned never rhetorike certain; 
Thing that I ſpeke it mote be bare and plain: 
I flept never on the Mount of Pernaſo, 
Ne lerned Marcus Tullius Cicero. 
Colours ne know I non, withouten drede, 11035 
But ſwiche colours as growen in the mede, 
Or elles ſwiche as men die with or peinte; 
Colours of rhetorike ben to me queinte; 
My ſpirit feleth not of ſwiche matere: 
But if you luſt my Tale ſhul ye here. Iro 


THE FRANKELEINES TALE. 


In Armorike, that called is Bretaigne, 

Ther was a knight that loved and did his peine 

To ſerve a ladie in his beſte wiſe, 

And many a labour, many a gret empriſe, 

He for his lady wrought or ſhe were wonne, 11045 
For ſhe was on the faireſt under ſonne, 

And eke therto comen of ſo high kintede 

That wel unnethes durſt this knight for drede 


The Frankeleines Tale] Aurelius, after much labour and coſt 
beſtowed to win the love of Dorigen, another man's wile, 15 
content in the end, through the good dealing of her and bet 
huſband, toloſe both his labour and coſt. The ſcope ofthis 1%% 
ſecmeth to be a contention of courteſy. Urry. 


Cc, 


THE FRANKELEINES TALP, 9 


Tell hire his wo, his peine, and his diſtreſſe: 
But at the laſt ſhe for Eis worthineſſe, 11050 
And namely for his meke obeyſance, 
Hatn ſwiche a pitce caught of nis penance, 
That prively ſhe fell of his accord 
To take him for hire huſbond and hire lord, 
(Or iwiche lordſhipas men han over hir wives) 11054 
And, for to lede the more in bliſſe hir lives, 
Of his free will he ſwore hire as a knight 
That never in all his lif he day ne night 
Ne ſhulde take upon him no maiſtrie 
Agains hire will, ne kith® hire jalouſie, 11060 
But hire obey. and folwe hire will in al, 
As any lover to his lady ſnal, 
Save that the name of ſoverainetee, 
That wold he han for ſhame of his degree. 
She thonked him, and with ful gret humbleſſe 11065 
She ſaide, Sire, ſin of your gentilleſſe 
Ye profren me to have fo large a reine, 
Ne wolde God never betwix us tweine, 
As in my gilt, were either werre or ſtrif: 
dire, I wol be your humble trewe wif, 11070 
Have here my trouth, till that myn herte breſte. 
Thus ben they both in quiete and in reſte. 
For o thing, Sires, ſaufly dare I ſeie, 
That frendes everich other muſt obeie, 
Il they wol longe holden compagvie : 11073 
Love wol not be conſteined by maiſtrie: 


0 THE FRANKELEINES TALE, 


Whan maiſtrie cometh the god of Love anon 


de 


Beteth his winges, and, fare wel, he is gon. T] 
Love isa thing as any ſpirit free. Sei 
Women of kind deſiren libertee, 11080 has 
And not to be conſtreined as a thral; His 
And ſo don men, if ſothly I ſay ſhal. Th. 
Loke, who that is moſt patient in love Anc 
He is at his avantage all above, Hor 
Patience is an high vertuec certain, 17083 Not 
For it venquiſheth, as thiſe clerkes ſain, Whe 
Thinges that rigour never ſhulde atteine. Ww 
For every word men may frot chide or plcine, The j 
Lerneth to ſuſfren, or, ſo mote I gon, That 
Ye ſhul it lerne whether ye wol or non; 11095 Ayer 
For in this world certain no wight ther is Til th 
That he ne doth or ſayth ſomtime amis. That « 
Ire, ſikneſſe, or conſtellation, Shope 
Win, wo, or changing of complexion, In Eng 
Cauſeth ful oft to don amis or ſpeken : 11090 v. 11 
On every wrong a man may not be wreken. dered in 
After the time mu}! be temperance 2 _ . 
To every wight that can of governance : Placed int 
And therfore hath this worthy wiſe knight 2 = andt 
(To liven in eſe) ſuflrance hire behight, 111057 8 — pn 
And ſhe to him ful wiſly gan to ſwere "ccurs vey 
'That never ſhuld ther be defaute in here. — 
Here may men ſeen an humble wiſe accord; 7 
Thus hath ſhe take hire ſervant and hire lot d, nifying the 
White City, 


Juvenal. 


90 


c95 


1105 


THE FRANKELEINES TALE, FE 


Servant in love and lord in mariage. 
Than was he both in lordſhip and ſervage? 
gervage! nay, but in lordſhip al abo ve, 
Sin he hath both his lady and his love ; 
His lady certes, and his wif alſo, 
Ihe which that law of love accordeth to. 
And whan he was in this proſperitee 
Home with his wif he goth to his contree, 
Not fer fra Penmark, ther his dwelling was, 
Wher as he liveth in blifle and in ſolas. 

Who coude tell, but he had wec ded be, 
The joye, the eſe, and the proſperitee, 
That is betwix an huſbond and his wif ? 
A yere and more laſteth this blisful lif, 
Til that this knight, of which I ſpake of thus, 
That of Cairrud was cleped Arviragus, II120 
Shope him to gon and dwelle a yere or twaine 
In Englelond, that cleped was eke Bretaigne, 


F. 11113. Not fer fro Peumart] The beſt mſf. have blun+ 
dered in this name; they write it Pedmarkt ; but mil. Bod. a. e. 
and ed. Ca. 2, have it right—Penmark, The later editt. have 
changed it ridiculouſly enough into Denmark. Penmark is 
placed in the maps upon the wettern coatt of Bretagne, between 
Frett and Port L'Orient. Wa'fingham mentions a deſcent of the 
Engliſh in 1403, au Penarch, (r. Penmarch) p. 369. See Lo- 
bineau, H. de Bret. t. i. p. 502. In the fame hittory de Penmare 
occurs very frequently as a family name. The etymology of 

ne word, from pen (caput, mons) and mark (limes, regio) is 
evidently Britith. 

V. 11120. Cairrud] This word is alſo of Britith original, fige 
nifying the red city, as cair guent in this iſland ſignified the 
white city. Arviragus is a known Britith name from the time 
Juvenal. 


11105 


11110 


11113 


1 THE FRANKELEINES TALE, 


To ſeke in armes worſhip and honour, 
(For all his luſt he ſet in ſwiche labour) 
And dwelte ther two yere: the book ſaith thus. 11125 
Now wol | {tint of this Arviragus, 
And ſpeke I wol of Dorigene his wif, 
That loveth hire hvſbond as hire hertes lif. 
For his abſence wepeth ſhe and ſiketh, 
As don thiſe noble wives whan hem liketh: 
She morneth. waketh, waileth, faſteth, pleineth: 
Deſir of his preſence hire ſo diſtraineth 
That all this wide world ſhe ſet at nought. 
Hire frendes, whieh that knew hirc hevy thought, 
Comforten hire in all that ever they may; 
They prechen hire, they telle hire night and day 
That cauſelcs ſhe ſleth hireſelf, alas! 
And every comfort poſſible in this cas 
They don to hire with all hir belincile, 
Al for to make hire leve hire heviueſſe. 
By proceſle, as ye knowen everich on, 
Men mowe fo longe graven in aſton 
Til ſom figure therin emprented be: 
So long han they comtorted hire til ſhe 
Received hath, by hope and by reſon, 
The emprenting of hir conſolation, 
Thurgh which hire grete ſorwe gan aſſuage: 
She may not alway duren in iwiche rage. 
V. 11127, Dorigene] Droguen or Dorguen was the name of 
the wife of Alain I. Lob incuu, t. p. 70, Sec alio the index tot. . 
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THE FRANKFLEINES TALE, 13 


And cke Arviragus, in all this care, 
Hath ſent his lettres home of his welfare, 11150 
And that he wol come haſtily again, 
Or elles had this ſorwe hire herte ſlain. 
Hire frendes ſaw hire ſorwe gan to ſtake, 
And preiden hire on knees, for Goddes fake, 
To come and romen in hir compagnie, 11155 
Away to driven hire darke fantaſie: 
And, finally, ſhe granted that requeſt, 
For wel ſhe ſaw that it was for the beſt. 
Now ſtood hire caſtel faſte by the ſee, 
And often with hire frendes walked ſhe, 11166 
Hire to diſporten on the bank an hie, 
5 Wher as ſhe many a ſhip and barge ſie 
Sailing hir cours wher as hem liſt to go: 
But than was that a parcel of hire wo, 
For to hireſelf ful oft, alas! ſaid ſhe, 11165 
s ther no ſhip, of ſo many as I ſee, 
49 Wol bringen home my lord? than were my herte 
Al wariſhed of his bitter peines ſmerte. 
Another time wold ſhe ſit and thinke, 
nd caſt hire eyen dounward fro the brinke; 11170 
But whan ſhe ſav the griſly rockes blake, 
or veray fere ſo wold hire herte quake 
That on hire feet ſhe might hire not ſuſtene: 
han wold ſhe fit adoun upon the grene, - 
\nd pitouſly into the ſee behold, 11173 
me of ind ſay right thus, with careſul ſikes cold: 
o t. . Vine IV. B 


145 


14 THE FRANKELEINES TALE, 


Eterne God! that thurgh thy purveance 
Ledeſt this world by certain governance, 
In ide}, as men ſain, ye nothing make: 


But, Lord! thife griily fendly rockes blake, 11180 To: 
That ſemen rather a foule confuſion And 
Of werk than any faire creation They 
Of ſwiche a parfit wiſe God and fable, And 
Why han ye wrought this werk unreſonable ? They 
For by this werk north, ſouth, ne well, ne eſt, 11183 fon 
"Ther n'is yſoſtred man, ne brid, ne belt ; Unto 
It doth po good to my wit, but anoyeth, In wh 
See ye not, Lord! how mankind it deſtroyeth! Of vit 
An hundred thouſand bodies of mankind They, 
Han rockes ſlain, al be they not in mind, T1190 And t! 
Which mankind is ſo faire part of thy werk, Whick 
Thou madell it like to thyn owen merk. This g: 
Than, ſeni-th it, ye had a gret chertee And cr. 
Toward mankind; but how than may it be Arraye 


I hat ye ſwiche menes make it to deſtroyen, 111935 
Which menes don no good, but ever anoyen? 
| wote wel clerkes wol ſain as hem leſt, 

By arguments, that all is for te beſt, 

Though I ne can the cauſes nought yknow; 

But tlie God that made the wind to blow 11200 
As kepe wy lord; this is my concluſion ; So ful it 
To clerkes lete | all diſputiſon: And af 
But welde Cod that all thiſe rockes blake And fins 
Wc<te ſonken into helle for his ſake: Which 25 
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THE FRANKELEINES TALE, Ts 


Thiſe rockes flee-min herte for the fere. 11 205 
Thus wold ſhe ſay with many a pitous tere. 
Hire frendes ſaw that it was no diſport 
To romen by the ſce, but diſcomfort, 
And ſhape hem for to platen ſomwher elles. 
They leden hire by rivers and by welles, 11210 
And cke in other places delitable; 
They dancen, and they play at ches and tables. 
85 80 on a day, right in the morwe tide, 
Unto a gardin that was ther beſide, 
In which that they had made hir ordinance 11215 
Of vitaille and of other purveance, 
They gon and plate hem all the longe day; 


190 And this was on the ſixte morwe of May, 
Which May had peinted with his ſofte ſhoures 
This garden [ul of leves and of floures ; 11226 


And craft of mannes hond ſo curiouſly 
Arrayed had this gardin trewely, 
1190 That ncver was ther gardin of ſwiche pris, 
| But if it were the veray Paradis. 
The odour of floures and the frethe fight 11225 
Wold han ymaked any herte light 
That ever was born, but if to gret ſikeneſſe 
Or to gret ſorwe held it in diſtreſſe, 
So ſul it was of heautee and pleſance. 
And after dinner gonnen they to dance 11230 
And ſing alſo, ſauf Dorigene alone, 
Which made alway hire complaint aud hire mone, 
Bij 


11200 
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For ſhe ne ſaw him on the dance go 
That was hire huſbond and hire love alſo; 
But natheles ſhe muſt a time abide, 11233 
And with good hope let hire ſorwe ſlide. 
Upon this dance, amonges other men, 
Danced a ſquier before Dorigen 
That freſher was and jolier of array, 
As to my dome, than is the month of May. 11240 
He ſingeth, dapceth, paſſing any man 
That is or was ſin that the world began; 
Therwith he was, if men ſhuld him diſcrive, 
On of the beſle faring men on live ; , 
Yong, ſtrong, and vertuous, and riche, and wiſe, 
And wel beloved, and holden in gret priſe. 11246 
And, ſhortly, if the ſoth I tellen ſhal, 
Unwetiag of this Dorigene at al, 
This luſty ſquier, ſervant to Venus, 
Which that ycleped was Aurelius, 11250 
Had loved hire beſt of any creature 
Two yere and more, as was his aventure, 
But never dorſt he tell hire his grevance : 
Withouten cup he dranke all his penance. 


N. 11250. Aurelius] This name, though of Roman origina), 
was common, we may preſume, among the Britons. One d 
the princes mentioned by Gildas was called Aurelius Conanus 
another Britith king is named Aurelius Ambroſius by Gefirey 
of Monmouth. It may be remarked of this laſt author, that a: 
though he has not paid the leaſt regard to truth in his nam 
tion of fats he has been very attentive to probability in i 


names both of perſons and places. 
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He was diſpeired ; nothing dorſt he ſay, 
Sauf in his ſonges ſomwhat wold he wray 
; Hie wo, as in a general complaining ; 
He ſaid he loved and was beloved nothing. 
Of ſwiche matere made he many layes, 
Songes, complaintes, roundels, virclayes; 
How that he dorſte not his ſorwe telle, 
40 But languiſheth as doth a Furie in helle; 
And die he muſt, ke ſaid, as did Ecco 
For Narciſſus, that dorſt not tell hire wo. 
In ocher maner than ye here me ſay 
Ne dorſt he not to hire his wo bewray, 
Sau! that paraventure ſomtime at dances, 
Ther yonge folk kepen hir obſervances, 
t may wel be he loked on hire face 
ln ſ iche a wiſe as man that axeth grace; 
But nothing wiſte ſhe of his entent. 
Nathcles it happed or they thennes went, 
Becauſe that he was hire neighebour, 
And was a mau of worſhip and honour, 
And had yEnow:n him of time yore, 


246 


1250 


Unto his purpos drow Aurelius, 
And whan he ſaw his time he ſaide thus: 
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They teil in ſpeche, and forth ay more and more 


V. 11262, as doth A Furic in helle] It isa fire, in mil. C. r, 
Aſt. 1. 2, IId. which perhaos ovght to have been followed, 
dough 1 cannot fay that well uncerftind either of the read- 
gs, Fury and #uyr have been cunfounded before, ver. 2656, 
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18 THE FRANKELEINES TALE; 


Madame, quod he, by God that this world made, 
So that I wiſt it might your herte glade, 11280 
1 wold that day that your Arviragus 
Went over ſee that I Aurelius 
Had went ther I ſhuld never come again, 
For wel | wot my ſer vice is in vain; 
My guerdon n'is but breſting of min herte. 11285 
Madame, rueth upon my peines ſmerte, 
For with a word ye may me ſleen or ſave. 
Here at your feet God wold that I were grave. 
ne have as now no leiſer more to ſey: 
Have mercy, ſwete ! or ye wol do me dey. 
She gan to loke upon Aurelius: 
Is this your will, (quod ſhe) and ſay ye thus? 
Never erſt (quod ſhe) ne witt I what ye ment, 
But now, Aurelie, I know your entent. 
By thilke God that yaf me ſoule and lif 
Ne ſhal I never ben an untrewe wif 
In word ne werk, as fer as I have wit; 
wol ben his to whom that I am knit: 
Take this for final anſwer as of me. 
But after that in play thus ſaide ſhe : 
Aurelie, (quod ſhe) by high God above 
Yet wol | granten you to ben your love, 
(Sin l you ſce ſo pitouſly complaine.) 
Loke, what day that endelong Bretaigne 
Ye remue all the rockes ſton by ſton, 
That they ne letten ſhip ne bote to gon; 
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I fay, whan he han made the coſt ſo clene 

Of rockes that ther n'is no ſton yſene, 

Than wol I love you beſt of any man; 

Have here my trouth, in all that ever I can, 11310 
For wel 1 wote that it ſhal never betide. 

Let ſwiche folie out of your herte glide: 

What deintee ſhuld a man have in his lif 

For to go love another mannes wif 

That hath hire body whan that ever him liketh ? 


Aurelius ful often ſore ſiketh: 11316 
I; ther non other grace in you? quod he. 
5 No, by that Lord, quod ſhe, that maked me. 


Wo was Aurelie whan that he this herd, 
And with a ſorweful herte he thus anſwerd : 11329 
Madame, quod he, this were impoſſible; 
Than moſte I die of ſoden deth horrible. 
5 And with that word he turned him anon. 
Tho come hire other frendes many on, 
And in the alleyes romed up and doun, 11325 
And nothing wiſt of this concluſioun, 
But ſodenly begonnen revel newe, 
308 Til that the brighte ſonne had loſt his hewe, 
For the orizont had reft the ſonne his light, 
(This is as much to ſayn as it was night) 11330 
And home they gon in mirthe and in ſolas, 
dauf only wrecche Aurelius, alas! 


1305 v. 11317. I ther non other grace] I have inſerted theſe two 
ines in this place upon the authority of mi. A. ſupported by 
mf. E. Bod. g. They have uſually deen placed after ver. 13 312. 
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He to his hous is gon with ſorweful herte ; 

He faith he may not from his deth alterte ; 

Him ſemeth that he felt his herte cold, 11335 
Up to the heven his hondes gan he hold, 

And on his knees bare he ſet him doun, 

And in his raving ſaid his oriſoun. 

For veray wo out of his wit he braide; 

He n'iſte what he ſpake, but thus he ſaide; 11340 
With pitous herte his plaint hath he begonne 

Uato the goddes, and firſt unto the Sonne. 

He ſaid, Apollo! god and governour 

Of every plante, herbe, tree, and flour, 

That yeveſt after thy declination 11345 
Jo eche of hem his time and his ſeſon, 

As that thin herbergh changeth low and hie, 

Lord Phebus! caſt thy merciable cite 

On wrecche Aurelie, which that an but lorne: 
Lo, Lord! my lady hath my deth y[vvorne 11350 
W :thouten gilt, but thy benignitee 

Upon my dedly herte have ſom pitee: 

For wel I wot, Lord Phebus, if you leit, 

Ye may me helpen ſauf my lady beſt. 

Now voucheth ſauf that I may you deviſe 11355 
How that I may be holpe, and in what wiſe. 

Your blisful ſuſter, Lucina the ſhene, 

"That of the ſee is chief goddeſſe and quene, 
Though Neptunus have deitce in the ſee, 

Yet emperice aboven him is ſhe: 11368 
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ve knowe wel, Lord, that right as hire deſire 
is to be quicked and lighted of your fire, 
5 For which ſhe folweth you ful beſily, 
Right ſo the ſee deſireth naturelly 
To folwen hire, as ſhe that is goddeſſe 11365 
Both in the ſee and rivers more and leſſe: 
Wherfore, Lord Phebus!this is my requeſt, 
40 Do this miracle, or do min herte breſt, 
That now next at this oppoſition, 
Which in the ſigne ſhal be of the Leon, 11370 
As preyeth hire ſo gret a flood to bring, 
That five fadome at the leſt it overſpring 
245 The higheſt rock in Armorike Bretaigne, 
And let this flood enduren yeres twaine; 
Than certes to my lady may l ſay, 11375 
Holdeth your heſt, the rockes ben away. 
Lord Phebus! this miracle doth for me, 
Prey hire ſhe go no faſter cours than ye; 
| ſay this, preyeth your ſuſter that ſhe go 
No faſter cours than ye thiſe yeres two, 11389 
Than ſhal the ben even at ful alway, 
Aud ſpring-flood laſten bothe night and day. 
1139 Hud but ſhe voucheſauf in ſwiche manere 
o graunten me my ſoveraine lady dere, 
rey hire to ſinken every rock adoun 11385 
nto hire owen derke regioun 
nder the ground, ther Pluto dwelleth in, 
11506 Er 2cvermo ſhal I my lady win. 
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Thy temple in Delphos wol I bareſoot ſeke. Jauf 


Lord Phebus! ſee the teres on my cheke, 11390 He k1 
And on my peine have ſom compaſuoun. For tc 
And with that word in ſorwe he fell adoun, Of thi 
And longe time he lay forth in a trance. Under 
His brother, which that knew of his penance, Than « 


Up caught him, and to bed he hath him brought, His hre 
Diſpeired in this turment and this thought 11306 But in 


Let I this woful creature he, And we 
Cheſe he for me whether he wol live or die. In ſurge 
Arviragus with hele and gret honour Put me 
(As he that was of chevalrie the flour) 1IAco His b 
Is comen home, and other worthy men: Til at th 
O, blisful art thou now thou Dorigen! That wi 
That haſt thy luſty huſbond in thin armes, As yong! 
The freſhe knight, the worthy man of armes, Toreden 

That loveth thee as his owen hertes lif. I14ct 
N ; . 2 . X W. 1142 
Nothing liſt him to be imaginatif Claifical lex 
If any wight had ſpokæ while he was ute 2 * a 
To hire of love; he had of that no doute: , ich was: 
He not entendeth to no lwicke matcre, \mphilus g 
But danceth, juſteth, and maketh mery chere. 11416 eius thus, 
And thus in joye and bliſſe I iet hem dwell, 3 
And of the ſike Aurelius wol ! tell. — 
In langour and in turment furious | Nec fine 
Two yere and more lay wrecched Aurelius May 7 
Er any foot on erthe he mighte gon; IIe prince 
2071, (1 17 


Ne comſort in this time ne had he non 
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auf of his brother, which that was a clerk : 

He knew of all this wo and all this werk; 

For to non other creature certain 

Of this matere he dorſte no word ſain : 11420 
Under his breſt he bare it more ſecree 

Than ever did Pamphilus for Galathee. 

His breſt was hole withouten for to ſeen, 


But in his herte ay was the arwe kene, 
And wel ye knowe that of a furſanure 11425 
In ſurgerie is perilous the cure, 
Put meu might touch the arwe or come therby. 
14c0 His brother wepeth and waileth prively, 
Til at the laſt him fell in remembrance 
That while he was at Orleaunce in France, 11430 
As yonge clerkes that ben likerous 
Jo reden artes that ben curious 


396 


11403 V. 11422, Pamſhilut for Galathee] Mr. Urry, miſled by his 


Claſſical learning, has altered this moſt licentiouſly — 

Than Polyphemus did for Galathee. 
ut the allution is plainly to the firſt lines of a Latin poem 
ich was very popular in the time cf Chaucer, in which one 
hu gives alviſtoryof his amour with Galatea.-- The poem 
| egins thus, mf. Cotton, Titus. A. XX. ; 
a 4 
. 114 Liber Pampbili. 

Vulneror et clauſum porto ſub pectore telum, 

Creſcit et aſüdue plaga dolorque mihi. 

Et ferientis adhuc non audco dicere nomen, 

Nec ſinet aſpectus plaga videre ſuos. 
us poem by the name of Pamphilus is quoted in our Author's 
| chöcus. It is extant in ml. in many libraries, and it has alſo 

Iii en printed more than once. Leer. Hift. Poet. Afedii © vi, 
2071, (1171,) Catai, Gaignat. u. 2233, 2234. 
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Seken in every halke and every herne Tha 


Particuler ſciences for to lerne, Sa 
He him remembred that upon a day 11435 th 
At Orleaunce in ſtudie a book he ſay who b 
Of magike naturel, which his felaw of the 
X ment 
That was that time a bacheler of law, called 
Al were he ther to lerne another craft, magici: 
Had prively upon his deſk ylaft; 11440 A 
Which book ſpake moche of operations At 
. 2 An 
Touching the eight-and- twenty manſions All 
That longen to the mone, and fwiche folie 2 
. "I . cars Ot 
As in our dayes nis not worth a flie which a. 
For holy cherches feith, in our beleve, T1445 — 
Ne ſuffreth non illuſion us to gre ve. 3 
And whan this bock was in his remembrance hibitions 
Anon ſor joye his herte gan to dance, 4 "i wy 
And to himſelf he ſuied prively, W 
My brother ſhal be wariſhed haſtily; 11450 WF © derk th; 
For I am ſiker that ther be ſciences 5 oe toy 
L . y m; 
By which men maken divers apparences « tzirett da 
$wiche as thiſe ſubtil tregetoures play; they mal 
For oft at ſeſtes have I wel herd ſay nd nat, 
; lordes an 
v. 11453. tregetoures) The profeſſion of a joculator or jnę : ten in ar 
ger was anciently very comprehenſive, as appears from th" iandoum, 
paſſage of the Breviari a Amors. [See the Diſcourſe, Oc. n. aj brekenhey 
Altrefli peccan Ii joglar, 'andpeces; 
ue fiabo canta/ e balar 1 
— tocar — 8 * tyn, 
O ſſabon encantar las gens, ung with, 
O far autra jogla ria be craft of 
In the time of Chaucer the perſons who exerciſed the firſt me (ve. anden 


toned branches of the art were called generally Mintireto 1 J , 
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That tregetoures, within an halle large, I1455 
Have made.come in a water and a barge, 


the name of Jogelour was, in a mamer, appropriated to thoſe 
who by fleight of hand and machines produced ſuch illuſions 
of the ſenſes as ate aſually ſuppoſed to be effected by enchant + 
ment. [See above, ver: 7049. ] This ſpecies of jogelout is here 
ealled a tregetour. "Fhey are joined together in company with 
magicians, I. of F. ili. 169 ; 

Ther ſaw I playing jogelours, 
40 Magicient and 1ragetourss 
And Phitonefſes, charmereſſe 


And clerkes cke, which conne wel 
All this magike naturel. 


See alſo the following ver. 137—191.——If we compare the 

ſeats of the tregetorurs, as deſcribed in this paſſage, with thoſe 

which are afterwards performed by the cee Magie for the 

445 entertainment of his gueſts, [ver.11501—11579,]we ſhall find 
them very ſimilar, and they may both be iluſtrated by the fol- 

lowing account which Sir John Mandeville has fiven of the ex- 

hibitions before the Grete Chan; “ And than comenyjzguicurs 

* 2nd enchantoures, that don many marvaylles; for they ma- 

een to come in the ayr the fone and the mone, be ſeminge 

«to every mannes fight: and after they maken the nyght ſo 

11450 dex that no man may ſee no thing: and aſtre they miaken 
the day to come ayen fair and pleſant with bright ſonne to 
every mannes ſight : and than they bringen in daunces ot the 
fairett damyſelles of the World and richeſt arrayed: and aftre 
they maken to comen in other damyſelles. bringinge coupes 
* 0f gold fulle of myik of dyverſe beſtes, and yeven drynke to 
*lordes and to ladyes: and than they make knyghtes to jou- 
r or ju ten in atmes fulle luſtyly; and they rennen togidre 4 gret 
from th 140 doum, and they fruſſchen togidere ſulle fiercely, and they 
g. 0.254 breken here ſperes ſorudely that the tronchouns flen in ſprotes 
and peces alle aboute the halle: and than they make to come 

in huntyng for the hert and for the boor, with houndes ten- 
ning with open mouthe. And many other thinges they don 
be craft of hir enchauntementes, tliat it is marveyle for to 
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And in the halle rowen up and doun; 
Somtime hath ſemed come a grim leoun, 


Ane 


Som 
up ot the boordes.“ And. Trav. p. 285, 6. See alſo p. 2013 8 
« And wher it be by craft or by nygromancye I wot nere.“ — Wars 
"The Gloſſary derives trezetour from the barb. Lat. rricator; hut And 


the derivatives of that family are rricheur, tricherie, trick, c. Thus 
Nor can I find the word fregetour in any language but our own, 


It ſcems clearly to be formed from treget, which is frequently No 
uſed by Chaucer for deceit, impaſture, k. R. 6267, 6312, 6825; At Ot 
and ſo is tregetry, ibid. 6374, 6382. From whence treget itſelf That 
may have been derived is more difficult to ſay; but I obſerve 

that rrebucher (the French name for a military engine) is called Or ott 
by Chancer rrepeger, R. E. 6279, and by Enighton, 2672, tref- He ſhy 
get; and that this ſame word freluchet, in French, fignified F : 
alſo a machine for catching birds. Du Cange, in v. Trepzet; es 
Ane appellatio manſit apud nos inftrumentis, aut machmu- To mai 
ne, ſuſpenſts et lapfilibus, ad captandas aviculas. Has enim Of Bret 


« tamnum trchuchets appellamus.” Muratori, in his Autig. | 
Ao! Af. Di. xxvi. p. 473, informs us that rravocchells of And ſh 
trabacchetto, in Italian, (which he explains to he the ſame as And in 
trebhuchet in French) ſigniſied alſo another inſtrument of fraud, 
which hedeſcribes thus ; “ Si culis Italia: turbatiſſimis—in uf a 
« ſiere teterrima infidiarum loca, id eſt, in cubiculis pav men- Than mi 
« tym perforatum, ac lignea tabula /Rtbalta appellabant) in Or elles 
e caute coopertum, ut qui improvide alteram tabulz partem Wh: 
„ petiihus premeret, cedente ipſà in ima rueret.” This was ; at 
clearly a fpecies of trapdoor. The reader will judge whe Unto his 
ther the tregetour may not poſſibly have been fo called from 

his Tequent uſe of thefe inſidious machines in his operations, Ayen 


1 han w 


— "That a great deal of machinery was requiſite to produce Lear 
the avmarences or illuſions enumerated by Chaucer in this pal — 
"Or Dt 


ſace 's very certain; but not long after the art of a Hege 


. e las alio t 
ſeems to have heen reduced to that of a modern juggler, mee 


Maiſte: 


Netw hr of hand. In Lydecate's tranilation of "The Dance ©! War Of noh1 
cabre, mfr. Harl. 116, he has introduced a 277g7tour [paring _ of 
or all 


thus ; 
What may avnile mankynde [f. mit] naturale, 
Or err crafts ſhowed by 2pparencey 
Or cooric of terrecs aboulci i clclialey 
Gr of heren all the rnftiuencce, 
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And ſomtime floures ſpring as in a mede, 


Somtime a vine, and grapes white and rede, 11460 


Somit ime a caſtel al of lime and ſton, 
And whan hem liketh voideth it anon: 
Ihus ſemeth it to every mannes fight. 

Now than conclude I thus; if that I might 
At Orleaunce ſom olde felaw find 
That hath thiſe mones manſions in mind, 
Or other magike naturel above, 
He ſhuld wel make my brother have his love; 
For with an apparence a clerk may make, 
To mannes light, that all the rockes blake 
Of Bretajgne were yvoided everich on, 
And ſhippes by the brinke comen and gon, 
And in ſwiche forme endure a day or two: 
Than were my brother warithed of his wo, 
Than muſt ſhe nedes holden hire beheſt, 
Or elles he ſhal ſhame hire at the left, 

What ſhuld I make a lenger Lale of this? 
Unto his brothers bed he comen is, 


11475 


Ayenſt deth to fland at defence? 
Lygarde de mayne now helpith me right nought, 
Farewell my craft and all iuch lapience, 
For Neth hath more maiftries than 1 bave wrought. 
e has alto the tollov ing ſpeech of Death to a famous tregetour; 
Maiſter John Ry keil, ſomtime trcgitour 
Of noble Henri Kinge of Englelond, 
And of France the mighty conguerour, 
For all the fleightes and turnyng of ihyne honde 
Thou mutt come ncre this dance to underlonde: 
Novght may avail all thy conclifions, 
For Deth thortiy, nothet on {ce not londe, 
Is nut dy icey ved Ly avon iliukuns 


Cij 
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And ſwiche comfort he yaf him for to gon E 
Jo Orleapnce that he up ſtert anon, 11480 T 
And on his way forthward than is he fare, T] 


In hope for to ben liſſed of his care. 
Whan they were come almoſt to that citee, 

But if it were a two furlong or three, 

A yonge clerk roming by himſelf they mette, 1148; 

Which that in Latine thriſtily hein grette ; 

And after that he ſayd a wonder thing ; 

I know, quod he, the cauſe of your coming : 

And or they forther any foote went 

He told hem all that was in hir entent. 11463 
This Ereton clerk him axed of felawes 

The which he had yknown in olde dawes, 

And he anſwered him that they dede were, 

For which he wept ful often many a tere. And ſa 
Doun of his hors Aurelius light anon, 11435 WW Alnon 

And forth with this magicien is gon 

Home to his hous, and made hem wel at eſe: 


Sin [ you 
Whan th 


Hem lacked no vitaille that might hem pleſe. Into my 
So wel arraicd hous as ther was on Sire, q 
Aurelius in his lif ſaw never non. LI is a] red 
He ſhewed him, or they went to ſoupere, Go we | 
Foreſtes, parkes, ful of wilde dere: Re ame 
Ther ſaw he hartes with kir hornes hie, At aſte 
The greteſt that were ever ſeen with eie: That ſum 
He ſaw of hem an hundred ſlain with houndes, To remue 


And ſqm with arwes blede of bitter woundes: Id cke. 
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He ſaw, when voided were the wilde dere, 
bo Thiſe fauconers upon a faire rivere 
That with hir haukes han the heron ſlain, 
Tho ſaw he knightes juſten in a plain: 11510 
And aſter this he did him ſwiche pleſance, 
That he him ſhewed his lady on a dance, 
483 On which himſelven danced, as him thought. 
And whan this maiſter, that this magike wrought, 
Saw it was time, he clapped his hondes two, 11515 
And farewel, al the revel is ago! 
And yet remued they never out of the hous, 
1493 While they ſaw all thiſe ſightes merveillous, 
But in his ſtudie, ther his bookes be, 
They ſaten ſtill, and no wight but they three. 115 20 
To him this maiſter called his ſquier, 
And ſayd him thus, May we go to ſouper ? 
Almoit an houre it is, I undertake, 
Sin you hade our ſouper for to make, 
Whan that thiſe worthy men wenten with me 11325 
Into my ſtudie ther my bookes be. 
Sire, quod this ſquier, whan it liketh you, 
It is al redy, though ye wol right now. 
Go we than ſoupe, quod he, as for the beſt; 


1149; 


tife amorous folk ſomtime moſte han reſt. 115 30 
At aſter ſouper fell they in tretee 
Vhat ſumme ſhuld this maiſters guerdon be 
des, To remue all the rockes of Bretaigne, 
les: 11nd cke from Gerounde to the mouth of Saine. 
Ci 
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He made it ſtrange, and ſwore, ſo God him fave, 
Leſſe than a thouſand pound he wold not have, 
Ne gladly ſor that ſumme he wold not gon. 1153) 
Aurelius with blisful herte anon 
Anſweredthus; Fie on a thouſand pound! 
This wide world, which that men ſayn is round, 


] wold it yeve, if I were lord of it. 11541 
This bargaine is ful drive, for we ben knit. 

Ye ſhul be paied trewely, by my trouth; 

But loketh, for non negligence or ſlouth 

Ye tarie us here no lenger than to morwe, 11545 


Nay, quod this clerk, have here my faith to borwe. 
To bed is gon Aurelius whan him leſt, 
And wel nigh all that night he had his reſt, 

What for his labour and his hope of bliſſe 

Ilis woful herte of penance had a liſſe. 
Upon the morwe whan that it was day 

To Bretaigne token they the righte way, 

Aurelie, and this magicien him beſide, 

And ben deſcended ther they wold abide : 

And this was, as the bookes me remember, 

The colde froſty ſeſon of December. 
Phebus waxe old and hewed like Laton, 

That in his hote declination 

Skone as the burned gold with ſtremes bright; 

But, now in Capricorne adoun he light, 11560 

Wher as he ſhone ful pale, I dare wel lain, 

The bitter froſte with the lect, and rain 
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Beforn h 
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That ſhe 7 
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Ol ſwiche: 
N. 11547. 


natalit, and { 
jour natal 
afterwards th 
and tivity, 
Camation of 
voix, Vive! 
and Avec c 
" Argiois,” 


Deſtroyed hath the grene in every yerd; 
Janus fit by the fire with double berd, 


And drinketh of his bugle horn the wine; 11565 


Beforn him ſtant braune of the tuſked ſwine, 

And Nowel crieth every luſty man, 
Aurelius in all that ever he can 

Doth to his maiſter chere and reverence, 


And praicth him to don his diligence 11570 


To bringen him out of his peines ſmerte, 
Or with a ſwerd that he wold flit his herte. 
his ſotil clerk ſwiche routh hath on this man, 
That night and day he ſpedeth him that he can 
To wait a time of his concluſion; 11575 
This is to ſayn, to make illuſion, 
By ſwiche an apparence or joglerie, 
(I can no termes of aſtrologie) 
That ſhe and every wight ſhuld wene and ſay 
That of Bretaigue the rockes were away, 11580 
Or elles they were ſonken under ground. 
So at the laſt he hath his time yfound 
To make his japes and his wretchedneſſe 
Ol ſwiche a ſuperſtitious curſedneſſe. 

N. 115%. And Notuelcrietb] Noel, in French, is derived from 
nataiis, and ſignißed originally a cry of joy at Chriftmas, © Le 
jour natal de notre Seigneur.“ Menage, in v. Noel. It was 
aſterwards the uſual cry of the people upon all occafions of joy 
and ſeſtivity. Hift. de Charles Vl. par chartier, p. 3, at the pro- 
Camation of H. VI. Fut criè ſur la ſoſſe de ſon pere à haute 
voix, Vive le Roy Henry, Roy de France et d'Angꝑleterre;“ 


and ee Avec cela ſut cric Veel, des aſſiſtans, confortans leſdits 
Apglois.“ 
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His tables Toletanes forth he brought, 

Ful wel corrected, that ther lacked nought, 
Nother his collect ne his expans yeres, 
Nother his rotes ne his other geres, 

As ben his centres and his argumentes, 
And his proportionel convementes, 

For his equations in every thing: 

And by his cighte ſperes in his werking 
He knew ful wel how fer Alnath was ſhove 
Fro the hed of thilke fix Aries above 

That in the ninthe ſpere conſidered is: 

Ful ſotilly he calculed all this. 

Whan he had found his firſte manſion 

He knew the remenant by proportion, 
And knew the riſing of his mone wel, 

And in whos face, and terme, and every del; 116c0 
And knew ful wel the mones manſion 
Accordant to his operation; 

And knew alſo his other obſervances, 

For ſwiche illuſions and ſwiche meſchances 
As Hethen folk uſed in thilke daies; 

For which no lenger maketh he delaies, 


V. 11585. His tables Toletanes} The aſtronomical tables com- 
poſed by order of Alphonſo X. King of Caſtile, about the midde 
of the 1 3th century, were called ſometimes Tabu Tots, 
from their being adapted to the city of 'Coledu. There is a vel} 
elegant copy of them in mf, Hart, 3647. 1 am not ſutiiciently 
killed in the ancient altronomy to add any thing to the & 
planation of the following technical terms (drawn chic from 
thoſe tables) which has been given in the addit. c CI. 047 
v. Expans yeres, 
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But thurgh his magike, for a day or tway, 
[t ſemed all the rockes were away. 
Aurelius, which that deſpeired is 

Whether he ſhal han his love or fare amis, 1161S 
Awaiteth oight and day on this miracle; 
And whan he knew that ther was non obſtacle, 
That voided were thiſe rockes everich on, 
Doun to his maiſters feet he fell anon, 
And ſayd, l, woful wretch Aurelius, 11615 
Thanke you, my lord, and lady min Venus, 

| That me han holpen fro my cares cold. 
And to the temple his way forth hath he hold, 
Theras he knew he ſhuld his lady ſee; 
And whan he ſaw his time anon right he 11620 
With dredful herte and with ful humble chere 

0 IWF Salued hath his ſoveraine lady dere. 

My rightful Lady, quod this woful man, 

Whom I moſt drede and love as I beſt can, 

And lotheſt were of all this world diſpleſe, 11625 

N'ere it that | for you. have ſwiche diſeſe 

That i muſt die here at your foot anon, 

Nought wold I tell how me is wo begon; 

But certes other mutt I die or plaine; 

Ve ſle me gilteles for veray-peine-: 1163S 

But of my deth though that ye han no routh 

Aviſeth you or that you breke your troutk ; 

n Repenteth you, for thilke God above, 

ei ye me fie, becauſe that I you love: 
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For, Madame, wel ye wote what ye have hight; For out 


Not that I chalenge any thing of right 11636 "es to | 
Of you my ſoveraine Lady, but of grace; V th la 
But in a gardin yond, in ſwiche a place, In hire 
Ye wote right wel what ye behighten me, d 
And in myn hond your trouthe plighten ve 11640 : 8 _ 
To love me beſt : God wote ye laicd lo, "i hie 
Although that I unworthy be therto. mn ny 
Madame, I ſpeke it for the honour of you, 5 n of thi 
More than to ſave my hertes lif right now, . nathe 

My lif th; 


I have don ſo as ye commanded me, 11645 
And if ye voucheſauf ye may go ſee. 

Doth as you liſt, have your beheſt in mind, 

For quick or ded right ther ye ſhul me find. 

In you lith ail to do me live or dey, 


Or know; 
And with 

Hath ther 
And many 


| rs, 
But wel 1 wote the rockes ben awey. 11650 3 tha, 
He taketh his leve, and ſhe aſtonied ſtood; . 
Whan th 


In all hire face n'as o drope of blood: 

She wened never han come in ſwiche a trappe. 
Alas! quod ſhe, that ever this ſhould happe ! 

For wend | never by poſſibilitee 11655 


lad lain P 
They comm 
nd bringer 


* 
That ſwiche a monſtre or mervaille might be: 4 TR , to 
It is again the proceſle of Nature. | | in bir ſa 
And home ſhe goth a ſorweful creature; ED the pan 
For veray fere unnethes may ſhe go. wn th. 
She wepeth, waileth, all a day or two, 11660 Wi thay t 
And ſwouncth that it routhe was to fee, © Ptively 
But why it was to no wight tolde ſhe, 1 int he 

* "#070, en 
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For out of toun was gon Arviragus; 
But to hireſclf ſhe ſpake, and ſaied thus, 
With lace pale, and with ful ſory chere, 11665 
In hire complaint, as ye ſhul aſter here. 
Alas! quod ſhe, on thee, Fortune, | plain, 

That unaware haſt me wrapped in thy chain, 
Fro which to eſcapen wote l no foccour 
Sauf only deth or elles diſhonour : 11670 
On of thiſe two behoveth me to cheſe. 
But natheles, yet had 1 lever leſe 
My lif than of my body have a ſhame, 
oc know myſelven falſe, or leſe my name: 
And with my deth [ may be quit ywis; 11675 
Hath ther not many 2 noble wif or this, 
And many a maid, yſlaine hireſelf, alas! 
Rather than with hire body don treſpas ? 
Yes certes ; lo, thiſe ſtories bere witneſſe. 

Whan thirty tyrants ful of curſedneſſe 11680 
lad ſlain Phidon in Athens at the feſt, 
They commanded his doughtren for to arreſt 
nd bringen hem beſorne hem in deſpit 
055 Wt naked, to fulfill hir foule delit; 

ind in hir ſadres blood they made hem dance 11685 

pon the pavement, God yeve hem meſchance! 
or which thite woful maidens, ful of drede, 
ther than they wold Jeſe hir maidenhede, 
hey prively ben ſtert into a welle, 
«Jrcint hemſclven, as the bookes telle. 11690 


11679. {hiſs forive here vit hey are all taken from 
I Yinas contra JIVIRNARuN, l. i. c. 39. 


1660 
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| They of Meſſene let enquere and ſeke 
Of Lacedomie fifty maidens cke 


On which they wolden don hir lecherie; 1 
But ther was non of all that compagnie Hin 
That ſhe n'as flaine, and with a glad entent 1169; Rath 
Chees rather for to dien than aſſent NI. 
To ben oppreſſed of hire maidenhede. Coud; 
Why ſhuld I than to dien ben in drede ? Wh 

Lo eke the tyrant Ariſtoclides, Hireſe 
That loved a maid hight Stimphalides, TI7co0 In Ahr 
Whan that hire father flaine was on a night, And {a 
Unto Dianes temple goth ſhe right, Ther { 
And heate the image in hire handes two, Wha 
Fro which image wold ſhe never go; Sin that 
No wight her handes might of it arrace T1170; Mc rat} 
Til ſhe was flaine right in the ſelve place. I wol cor 

Now ſin that maidens hadden ſwiche deſpit To ſle m1 
To be defouled with mannes foule delit, wol be t 
Wel ought a wif rather hireſelven ſle Or elles ſl 
Than be defouled, as it thinketh me. 1171088 4s di p. 

What ſhal I ſayn of Haſdrubales wif, Beeaufe hy 
That at Cartage beraft hireſelf hire lif? O Sedaſy 
For whan ſhe ſaw that Romains wan the toun To reden h 
She toke hire children all, and ſkipt adoun That ſlowe 
Into the fire, and chees rather to die 1118 Asvrct a 
Than any Romain did hire vilanie. The Thebar 

Hath not Lucrece yſlaine hireſelf, alas! Hlireſolven 1 
At Rome, whan that ſhe oppreſſed was other Th, 
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Of Tarquine ? for hire thought it was a ſhame 


To liven whan ſhe hadde loſt hire name. 
Ihe ſeven maidens- of Mileſie alſo 
Han ſlaine hemſelf, for veray drede and wo, 


37 


11720 


Rather than ſolk of Gaule hem ſhuld appreſſe. 


Mo than a thouſand Rories, as | geile, 
Coude I now tell as touching this matere. 
Whan Abradate was ſlain, his wil ſo dere 
Hirefelven low, and let hue blood to glide 
In Abradates woundes depe and wide, 
And ſayd, My body at the leſte way 
Ther ſhal no wight detoulen if | may. 
What ſhuld I mo enſamples hereof ſain ? 
Sin that ſo many han hemlciven flain, 
Wel rather than they wo!d defouled be, 
wol conclude that it is bet for me 
To ſle myſelf than be defouled thus: 
wol be trewe unto Arviragus, 
Or elles fle myfelf in ſome mancre, 
As did Demotiones doughter dere, 
Becauſe ſhe wolde not defouled be. 
0 Sedaſus! it is ful gret pitee 
To reden how thy doughtren dicd, alas! 
That lowe hemſelven for ſwiche maner cas. 
As gret a pitee was it, or wel more, 
The Theban maiden that for Nichanore 


\nother Theban mayden did right ſo, 
Volume IF. D 
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11735 


11740 


Ilireſelven low right for ſwicheæ manere wo. 11745 
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For on of Macedoine had hire oppreſſed; 

She wich hire deth hire maidenhed redreſſed. 
What {hal I ſain of Nicerates wif, | 

That for ſwiche cas beraft hireſelf hire lif? 11750 
low trewe was eke to Alcibiades 


4 OED VEE AY 8 


| His love, that for to dien rather chees Ang 
Thaa for to ſuffre his body unburied be ? en 
Lo, which a wif was Alceſte eke? (quod ſhe) 1 
What ſayth Homere of good Penelope! 11754 Auf 
All Grece knoweth of hire chaſtitee. fo * 
Parde of Laodomia is written thus, Ne 
That whan at Troye was flain Protheſilaus This 
No lenger wolde ſhe live after his day. Ie . A 
Ihe ſame of noble Portia tell I may; I1769 * on 
Withouten Brutus coude ihe not live, np 
To whom ſhe had all hol hire herte yeve. | has 4 
The parfit wif hood of Artemitie 83 J 
Henoured is thurghout all Barbarie. * neg 
O Teuta quene ! thy wifly chaſtitee 11763 Tre : g 
To alle wives may 2 mirrour be. | But = 
Thus plained Dorigene a day or twey, And * 
Purpoſing ever that ſhe wolde dey; That te 
Put natheles upon the thridde night ron oy 
Home came Arviragus, the worthy knight, 11770 Fo oo 
V. 1 1766. T g alle wvives] Aſter this verſe the two following : Ne . 
mw arr N — — f Bili That fol 
ame thing l ſay of Bilia, * | 


Of Rhodongne and of Valeria | | Ang fort! 
but as they are wanting in mil. A. C. 1, A. I, 2, HA IVY .. f rth 
not unwilling to lea ve them out, $ Soth tort 


— — — 
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As 


Goth ſorth anon with Dorigene, he ſaid, 
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And axed hire why that ſhe weep ſo ſore ? 
And ſhe gan wepen ever lenger the more. 
Alas, quod ſhe, that ever | was yborne! 
Thus have l ſaid, (quod ſhe) thus have | ſworne, 
And told him all, as ye have herd before: 11775 
It nedeth not reherſe it you no more. 
Inis huſbond with glad chere, in frendly wiſe, 
Anſwerd and ſayd as | {hal you deviſe; 
Is ther ought elles, Dorigene, but this? 
Nay, nay, quod ſhe, God helpe me ſo, as wis 11780 
This is to much, and it were Goddes will. 
Ye, wif, quod he, let flepen that is itill ; 
It may be wel paraventure yet to-day, 
Ye ſhal your trouthe holden by my tay ; 
For God ſo wifly have mercy on me, 11785 
had wel lever ſtiked for to be, 
For veray love which that Ito you have, 
But if ye ſhuld your trouthe kepe and ſave: 
Trouth is the hieſt thing that man may kepe. 
But with that word he braſt anon to wepe, 11790 
And ſayd; I you forbede, ou peine of deth, 
That never while you laſteth lif or breth 
To no wight tell ye this miſaventure; 
As may beſt I wol my wo endure : 


Ne make no contenance of hevineſſe, 11795 


That folk of you may demen harme or geſſe. 
And forth he cleped a ſquier and a maid, 


D 1} 
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And bringeth hire to ſwiche a place anon. 5 
. 2 3 
They take hir leve, and on hir way they gon: 118090 f 
But they ne wiſten why ſhe thider went; Au 
She n'olde no wight tellen hire entent. or. 
8 This ſquicr which that highte Aurelius, : Am 
On Dorigene that was ſo amorous, x Tha 
Of aventure happed hire to metè 11805 80 1 
amid the toun, right in the quikkeſt ſtrete, And 
As ſhe was boun to go the way forthright = Conf 
Toward the gardin, ther as ſhe had hight; = That 
And he was to the gardinward allo, Than 
N . * , l S K 
For wel he ſpied whan ſhe wolle go 11910 Agein 
. Out of hire hous to any maner place: For w 
| But thus they met of aventure or grace, 1 Ma, 
| Ani he ſalueth hire with giad entent, 3 That f 
And axcth of hire whiderwerd ſhe went. ort him 
And ſhe anſwered, Half as ſhe were mad, 11815 W Thathi 
Unto the gardin, as myn hyſhond bad, = Than y 
v. 11802. Se elde] After this verſe ed. Ca. 2, has the 1! I hadde 
| following; = 7 
| Pere enture en hepe of you I wis I 1 han to 
Wit holden him a lewed man in this F,) I on re 
Thithe woll pu his wife in jeopardie; 1 ) : re] 
Hertncth tne 7 ale er ye upon him crie. 4 Quit eve 
1 She may have better fortune than you ſemeth; 4 7} 
And u han that ye han herde the Tale demeth. 2 lat ye ] 
There lines are more in the ſtyle and manner of Chancer tht Sin thilks 
interpolations generally are, but as I do not remember to hne 7 II 
fourd them in avy mf. i could not receive them into the t ave her 
I think, too, that if they were written by him he would prow Of no beh 


'y unon more mature conlideration, have ſuppreſied tlie, 
bly, up ore mature conlider 2p} Vs of the 


| That ever 


unneceflarily anticipating the cataſtrophe of the'Tale. | 
. 11507. As. he was born} Revd y: this old word is reſtore 


from mſſ. 1. 4/4, 1, 2. See P. L. p. 256, 291. 
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My trouthe for to hold, alas! alas! 
Aurelius gan wondren on this cas, 
And in his herte had gret compaſſion 


Of hire, and of hire lamentation, 118 20 x It | 
And of Arviragns, the worthy knight, Find | 
'That bad hire holden all that ſhe had hight, [i | | 
E So loth him was his wif ſhuld breke hire trouthe; LINE | 
And in his herte he caught of it gret routhe, = || | 
Conſidering the beſt on every ſide, 11825 © | 


That fro his luſt yet were him lever abide 
Than do ſo high a cherliſh wretchednefle 
Age ins fraunchiſe and alle gentilleſle ; 
For which in fewe wordes ſayd he thus: 
Madame, ſay to your Lord Arviragus 11830 
That fin | ſee the grete gentilleſſe 
Of him, and eke I ſee wel your diſtreſſe, 
That him were leverhave ſname (and thatwererouthe) 
| Than ye to me ſhuld breken thus your trouthe, 
# I hadde wel lever ever to ſuffren wo 11835 
4 Than to depart the love betwix you two. 
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1815 


he 1 


D ij 


| A 

3 yon releſe, Madame; into your hond | T | 

þ Quit every ſeurement and every bond i j | 

That ye han made to me as herebeforne | F | | 

er na din thilke time that ye were yborne. 11849 F "y | 

ws 0 . Have here my trouthe, I ſhal you never repreve 1 | q 
rot no beheſt ; and here I take my leve 4 i 1 
ther, ls of the treweſt and the beſte wif be "1 1 
"et © bat ever yet I knew in all my lif. | f 1 
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But every wif beware of hire beheſt; 11845 And 
On Dorigene remembreth at the leſt. My 
Thus can a ſquier don a gentil dede nh 
As wel as can a knight, withouten drede. And 

She thanketh him upon hire knees bare, Then 
And home unto hire huſboud is ſhe fare, 11850 And! 
And told him all as ye han herd me ſayd; To gr 
And, truitcth me, he was ſo wel apayd Andſ 
That it were impoſſible me to write. I faille 

What ſhuld 1 lenger of this cas endite ? For ſik 
Arviragus and Dorigene his wif 11855 Tow ar 
In ſoveraine bliſſe leden forth hir lif, To gor 
Never eſt ne was ther anger hem betwene; But wo 
He cheriſhed hire as though ſhe were a quene, Two Ve 
And ſhe was to him trewe for evermore, Than u 
Oi thiſe two folk ye get of me no more. 11605 Min he 

Aurelius. that his coſt hath all forlorne, his! 
Curſeth the time that ever he was borne, And ſaie 
Alas! quod he, alas that I behight Have I p 
Of pured gold a thouſand pound of wight Yes, c 
Unto this philotophre! how ſhal | do! 11867 Haſt tho. 
1 ſee no more but that I am fordo. | No. no 
Min heritage mote !] nedes fell, : What wa 
And ben a beggar here | n'1}] not dwell, Aourelit 
And ſhamen all my kinrede in this place, And told 
But | of him may geten better grace ; 1187 lt nedeth | 
But natheles | wol of him aſſay : He layd, 4 
At ccrtain daics yere by yere to pay, Flad lever 
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And thanke him of his grete curteſie. 
My trouthe wol l kepe, I wol not lie. 
With herte ſore he goth unto his colre, 11875 
And broughte gold unto this philoſophre, 
The value of five hundred pound I geſſe, 
And him beſecheth of his gentilleſſe 
To graunt him daies of the remenaunt, 
And ſayde; Maiſter, I dare wel make avaunt 11830 
failled never of my trouthe as yet; 
For ſikerly my dette ſhal be quit 
3 Tow ardes you, how ſo that ever I fare 
| To gon a begging in my kirtle bare: 
But wold ye vouchen fauf upon ſeurtee 11885 
Two yere or three for to reſpiten me, 
Than were I wel, for elles mote I fell 
Min heritage; ther is no more to tell. 
This philoſophre ſobrely anfwerd, 
And ſaied thus, whan he thiſe wordes herd; 1189 
Have I not holden covenant to thee ? 
Ves, certes, wel and trewely, quod he. 
$6; WW Halt thou not had thy lady as thee liketh ? 
No, no, quod he, and ſorwefully he ſiketh. 
What was the cauſe? tell me if thou can. 11895 
Aurelius his tale anon began, 
Wn told him all as ye han herd before; 
l nedeth not reherſe it any more. 
WH ayd, Arviragus of gentilleſſe 
Pad lever die in ſorwe and in diſtreſſe 119 
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Than that his wif were of hire trouthe fals. 
The ſorwe of Dorigene he told him als, 
How loth hire was to ben a wicked wif, 
And that ſhe lever had loſt that day hire lif; 
And that her trouth ſhe ſwore thurgh innocence; 
She never erſt hadde herd ſpeke of apparence: 119c6 
That made me han of hire ſo gret pitee, 
And right as freely as he ſent hire to me 
As freely ſent I hire to him again. 
This is all and ſom; ther n'is no more to ſain. 11910 
The philoſophre anſwerd ; Leve brother, 
Everich of you did gentilly to other : 
Thon art a (quier, and he is a knight, 
But God forbede, for his blisful might, 
But if a clerk coud don a gentil dede 11915 
As wel as any of you, it is no drede. 
Sire, I releſe thee thy thouſand pound, 
As thou right now were crope out of the ground, 
Ne never er now ne haddeſt knowen me: 
For, Sire, | wol not take a peny of thee T1920 
For all my craft, ne nought for my travaille: 
Thou haſt ypaied wel for my vitaille. 
It is ynough, and farewel, have good day. 
And toke his hors, and forth he goth his way. 
Lordings, this queſtion wold 1 axen now, 11925 
Which was the moſte free, as thinketh you! 
Now telleth me or that ye further wende. 
I can no more, my Tale is at an ende, 
v. 11926, Rich wwas the malle free] The ſame queſtion !s 
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THE DOCTOURES PROLOGUE. 


Y +, let that paſſen, quod our Hoſte, as now. 
Sire Doctour of Phyſike, 1 prey you, 11939 
Tell us a Tale of ſom honeſt matere. 
It mal be don, if that ye wol it here, 
$4id this Doctour, and his Tale began anon. 
Now, good men, quod he, herkeneth everich on. 


THE DOCTOURES TALE. 
11 
Pura was, as telleth Titus Livius, 11925 
Ahn ight that cleped was Virginius, 
Fulülled of honour and worthineſſe, 
And ſtrong of ſrendes, and of gret richeſſe. 

This knight a doughter hadde by his wif; 

No children had he mo in all his lit. 11949 
Faire was this maid in excellent beautee 

Aboven every wight that man may ſee, 

For Nature hath with ſoveraine diligence 

formed hire in ſo gret excellence 

ſtated in the concluſion of Boccace's Tale, Philoe. l. v.; “ Die 
b taſi ora qual di coſtoro fuſſe maggior liberalita,” Oc. The 
queen determines in tavour of the hytba=nd. 

d. 11929. Je, let that pan] | have faid all that I have to 
ſav in favour of this Prologue to Te Doe e ale in the Di- 
C147, Oc. { 28, It is only found in mi. 4. In mil. C. 1, HA. the 
following note is at the end of The Fran ketein' Tale; d Here 
*er.deth the I'r. T. and biginneth The Phiſiciens Tale without 


*« 2 Prulope.”? 
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ade Tale) Virginius ſſaveth his onely daughter, ra- 
the than ſhe hat be detiled by the letcherous judge Appius. . 
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As though ſhe wolde ſayn, Lo, I Nature, 11945 
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Thus can [ forme and peint a creature, 

Whan that me liſt : who can me contreſete ? 
Pigmalion ? not though he ay forge and bete, 

Or grave, or peinte; for I dare wel faia 

Apclles, Xeuxis, ſhulden werche in vain 11950 
Other to grave, or pcinte, or forge, or bete, 

If they preſumed me to contretete ; 

For he that is the former principal 

Hath maked me his vicaire general 

To forme and peinten erthly creatures 11975 
Rivht as me liſt; and eche thing in my cure is 
Under the mone that may wane and waxe; 

And for my werk right nothing wol I axe: 

My lord and I ben ful of on accord; 

I made hire to the worſhip of my lord, 11960 
So do I all min other creatures, 
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1 Shamef 


What colour that they han or what figures. ; Conſtan 
Thus ſemeth me that Nature wolde ſay. wg drive 
This maid of age twelf yere was and tway aechus 
In which that Nature hadde ſw iche delit; 1196; * wine 
For right as ſhe can peint a lily whit . men i 
And 01 { hi 


And red a roſe, right with ſwiche peinture 
She peinted hath this noble creature 
Er {he was borne upon hire limmes free, 


Phe hath | 


8 11993, 
it we ſhox 


Wheras by right ſwiche colours ſhulden be; 11979 -": Por wi; 
And Phebus died hath hire treſſes grete ome b 
Like to the ſtremes of his burned hete. ed ſauiſe ei 

ire 2 
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And if that excellent were hire beautee, 
A thouſand fold more vertuous was the. 
in hire ne lacked no condition 11975 
That is to preiſe, as by diſcretion. 
As wel io goſt as body chaſt was ſhe, 
For which ſhe floured in virginitee 
With all humilitee and abſtinence, 
With all attemperance and patience, 11980 mL 
With meſure cke of bering and array. | 
Diſcrete ſhe was in anſwering alway, 4 | 
Though ſhe were wiſe as Pallas, dare I ſain, 
Hire facounde eke ful womaaly and plain: 
No contrefeted termes hadde ſhe 11985 
To ſemen wiſe, but aſter hire degree 
She ſpake, and all hire wordes more and leſſe 
60 Souning in vertue and in gentilleſſe. 
J 1 Shamefait ſhe was in maidens ſhamefaſtneſſe, 
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Paechus had of hire mouth right no maiſtrie, 
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1 
& Conſtant in herte, and ever in beſineſſe 11999 all 4 
To drive hire out of idel ſlogardie. WTR | 


For wine and youthe don Venus encreſe, 


$ | 
19%; i . "+ | 
, wen iv fire wol caſten vile and greſe. lj | 
; . 4 8 
Pan ol hire owen vertue unconſtreined 11995 10 iN} 
1 . * 
Phe hath hireſelf ful often ſike yfeined, +l 
V. 11993. For <vine and youthe] The context, I think, requires | } 
at we thould read i 
11979 ü For wine and fo:uthe don Venus encreſe. | it 
giving the reaſon why the avoided fogardie, and did not | [5 


mit Bacchus to have maiſtrie of hire mouth, becauſe <wre ! 4 
{/i91the encreaſe the amorous inclinations, as oil and greſe 19 


11 re. can make no ſenſe of youthe or thoughte, as ſome nil, 
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For that ſhe wolde fleen the compagnie 
Wher likely was to treteu of folie, 


Of 


; As is at feſtes, at revels, and at dances, 25 
| That ben occaſions of daliances. 12060 hy 
| Swiche thinges maken children for to be = .. 
To ſone ripe and bold, as men may ſee, | — 
| Which is ful perilous, and hath ben yore; 4 "ivy 
For al to ſone may ſhe lernen lore 4 Or by 
Of boldneſſe wan the woxen is a wif. 12005 har 
And ye maiſtreſſes in your oJde lif, 1 If chat 
That lordes doughters han in governance, 4 Under 
| Ne taketh of my wordes diſpleſance: x . 
Thinketh that ye ben ſet in governinges Gas 
| Of lordes doughters oaly for two thinges, Ic! _ 2 * 
| Other for ye han kept yuur honeſtee, x Thi 
Or elles for ye han fallen in freeiree, | the ko 
| And knowen wel ynough the olde dance, Por . 
And han forſaken fully ſwiche meſchance | TY A 
l For evermo; therfore for Criftes ſake 1201 ' 
| hat Joy 
To teche hem vertue loke that ye ne flake, e was 
A theef of veniſon, that hath torlatt or whi, 
| lis Hkerouſneſſe and all his olde craſt, | Both of } 
Can kepe a foreſt belt of any man: lat the 
Now kepeth hem wel, for if ye wol ye can. 126 MD hw 
Loke wel that ye unto no vice aſſent, hat fo 
Leſt ye be damned for vour wikke entent, | nd *. 
For who ſo doth a traytour is certain: | ie Dog, 
And taketh kepe of that I ſhal you ſain; This m. 
4 | ; ost. 


"4 6/, 4e 


3 


THE DOCTOURES TALE, 49 


Of alle treſon ſoveraine peſtilence 12025 
Is whan a wight betrayeth innocence. 

Ye fathers, and ye mothers eke alſo, 
Though ye han children, be it on or mo, 
Your is the charge of all hir ſurveance, 
While that they ben under your governance : 12039 
| Beth ware that by enſample of your living, 

Or by your negligence in chaſtiſing, 
W That they ne periſh, for I dare wel ſaye 
L If that they don ye ſhul it dere abeye. 
Under a ſhepherd ſoft and negligent 12035 
rhe wolf hath many a ſhepe and lamb to-rent. 
$ Sufficeth this enſample now as here, 
For | mote turne agen to my matere. 
= This maid, of which I tell my Tale expreſſe, 
he kept hireſelf, hire neded no maiſtreſſe, 12040 
For in hire living maidens mighten rede, 
in a book, every good word and dede 
That longeth to a maiden vertuous : 
Phe was ſo prudent and fo bounteous, 
For which the fame out ſprong on every fide 12045 
Soth of hire beautee and hire bountee wide, 
iat thurgh the lond they preiſed hire ech one 
12 L hat loved vertue, ſauf Envie alone, 

Wat ſory is of other mannes wele, 

Ind glad is of his ſorwe and his unhele. I2050 
ie Doctour maketh this deſcriptioun. 
This maiden on a day went in the toun 


» 12051, The Dodour] Over againſt this line in the margin 
Felume IV. 
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Toward a temple, with hire mother dere, 
As is of yonge maidens the manere, 
Now was ther than a juſtice in that toun 
That governour was of that regioun ; 
And ſo befell this juge his eyen caſt 
Upon this maid, aviſing hire ful fait 
As ſhe came forth by ther this juge ſtood: 
Anon his herte changed and his mood, 
So was he caught with beautee of this maid, 
And to himſelf ful prively he faid, 
This maiden ſha] be min for any man. 
Anon the fend into his herte ran, 
And taught him ſodenly that he by ſleight 
This maiden to his purpos winnen might; 
For certes by no force ne by no mede 
Him thought he was not able for to ſpede ; 
For ſhe was ſtrong of frendes, and eke ſhe 


Confcrmed was in ſwiche ſoveraine bountee 
That wel he wiſt he might hire never winne 


As for to make hire with hire body ſinne: 
For which with gret deliberatioun 
He ſent after a cherl was in the toun, 


of mi. C. 1, is written Auguſtinus, which means, I ſuppoſe. tis 
this deſcription of Envy is taken from St. Auſtin : but 10 

whether Chaucer meant to quote that ſaint by the title of! 
Doctout: it rather ſeems to be an idle patentheſis, like? 


ver. 7269. 


N. 12974. a cherl} So the beſt mſl. and ed. Ca. 2. The cit 
mon editt, have client, In the Rom. de la R. where this 19! 
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The which he knew for ſotil and for bold. 12075 
This juge unto this cherl his tale hath told 
In ſecree wiſe, and made him to enſure 
He ſhulde tell it to no creature, 
And if he did he ſhulde leſe his hede. 
And u han aſſented was this curſed rede 12090 
Glad was che juge, and maked him gret chere, 
And yaf him yeſtes precious and dere. 
= Whan ſhapen was all hir conſpiracie 
vyro point to point, how that his lecherie 
Par formed ſhulde be ful ſotilly, 12085 
: As ye ſhul here it after openly, 
Home goth this cher], that highte Claudius; 
This falſe juge, that highte Appius, 
(S0 was his name, for it is no fable, 
but knowen for an hiſtorial thing notable; 12090 
he ſentence of it ſoth is out of doute) 
his falſe juge goth now faſt aboute 
o baiten his delit all that he may. 
And ſo befell, ſone after on a day 
I This faiſe juge, as telleth us the ſtorie, 12095 
he was wont, ſat in his conſiſtor ie, 
oſe. di ud ya! his domes upon ſondry cas, 
ch his falſe cherl came forth a ful gret pas, 
title aol ver 5815-5894. ] Claudius is called Sergent of Appius; 
is, Ke accordingly Chaucer a little lower, ver. 12204. calls him 
vant ——unto—Appius.—lIn the Diſcourſe, c. 29, I forgot 
„ The COP mention the Rom. de la Raſe as one of the ſources of this 
his gc, though upon examination I find that our Author has 
ua more from thence than from either Gowet or Livy. 
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And ſaide; Lord, if that it be ybur will, 


As doth me right upon this pitous bill, I2Ic0 A 
In which | plaine upon Virginius; T 
And if that he wol ſayn it is not thus 'T 
I wol it preve, and finden good witneſſe BY 
That ſoth is that my bille wol expreſſe. Bu 
The juge auſwerd, Of this in his abſence 12105 g 
I may not yeve diſũnitif ſentence. = Th 
Let don him call, and I wol gladly here: | a 
Thou ſhalt have right and no wrong as now here, The 
Virginius came to wete the juges will, | A 
And right anon was red this curſed bill; 1211 Wat 
The ſentence of it was as ye ſhul here. N Mut: 
To you my Lord Sire Appius fo dere ; Unte 
Sheweth your poure ſervant Claudius W 1c, 
How that a knight called Virginius F An q 
Agein the lawe, agein all equitee, 1211; And 
Holdeth, expreiſt agein the will of me, ö Upon 
My ſervant which that is my thral by right, 1 With 
Which from min hous was ſtolen on a night JA! we 
While that ſhe was ful yong; I wol it preve [4 Dor 
By witneſſe, Lord, fo that it you not greve: 1219 1 Ther! 
She n'is his doughter nought, what ſo he ſay; hatt 
Wherfore to you, my Lord the juge, I pray; For ne. 
Yelde me my thral, if that it be your will. To die. 
Lo, this was all the ſentence of his bill. o Gore 


Virg inius gan upon the cherl behold; 121 BS Which 


But haſtily er he his tale told, 
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And wold han preved it as ſhuld a knight, 
Aud eke by witneſling of many a wight 
That all was falſe that ſaid his adverſary, 
This curſed juge wolde nothing tary, 
Ne here a word more of Virginius, 
But yave his jugement, and ſaide thus: 

| deme anon this cherl his ſervant have; 
Thou {halt no lenger in thin hous hire ſave; 


Go bring hire forth, and put hire in our ward: 


The cher] ſhal have his thral; thus I award. 


And whan this worthy knight Virginius, 


Thurgh ſentence of this juſtice Appius, 
Mutt by force his dere doughter yeven 
Unto the juge, in lecherie to liven, 

He goth him home, and ſet him in his hall, 
And let anon his dere doughter call; 

And with a face ded as aſhen cold 

Upon hite humble face he gan behold, 
Wich tadres pitce ſiking thurgh his herte, 
Al wold he from his purpos not. converte, 


Doughter, quod he, Virginia by thy name, 


Ther hen two waies, other deth or ſhame, 
That thou muſt ſuſire, alas that | was bore! 
For never thou deſervedeſt wherfore 


Jo dien with a ſwerd or with a knif, 
b dere donghter, ender of my lif! 
tun Which | have foftred up with ſwiche pleſance 


5 That thou were never out of my remembrance ; 
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O doughter ! which that art my laſte wo, 12155 
And in my lif my laſte joye alſo; 

O gemme of chaſtitee! in patience 

Take thou thy deth, for this is my ſentence; 

For love and not for hate thou muſt be ded; 

My pitous hond muſt ſmiten of thin hed. 12160 
Alas that ever Appius thee ſay! 

Thus hath he falſely juged thee to- day. 

And told hire all the cas, as ye before 

Han herd; it nedeth not to tell it more. 

O mercy, dere father! quod this maid. 12165 
And with that word ſhe both hire armes laid 
About his necke, as ſhe was wont to do, 

( the teres braſt out of hire eyen two) 
And ſaid, Ogoode father! ſhal I die? 
Is ther no grace? is ther no remedie ? 12170 

No certes, dere doughter min] quod he. 

Than yeve me leiſer, father min, quod ſhe, 

My deth for to complaine a litel ſpace; 

For parde Jepte yave his doughter grace 

For to complaine or he hire flow, alas! 12175 
And God it wot nothing was hire treſpas, 


F. 12159. r love] Rom. de la R. 5371; 


Car por amour et ſans haine 

A \a belle fille Virgine 

Tantoh a la fte cenpee, 

Et puis au Fuge preſentice 

D-vant tous en plain Confoires 

Ft lc Juge, felon Phy tare, : 
Le commands tantul a prendre 


See below, ver. 12190—3. The ſpeeches of Virginius and hi 
daughter are of Chaucer's own invention. 
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But for ſh e ran hire father firſt to ſee, 
To welcome him with gret ſolempnitee. 
And with that word ſhe fell aſwoune anon, 
And after, han hire ſwouning was agon, 12190 
She riſeth up, and to hire father ſaid; 
Bleſſed be God that l ſhal die a maid! 
Yeve me my deth or that | have a ſhame: 
Doth with your child your wille a Goddes name. 
And with that word ſhe praied him ful oft 12185 
That with his ſwerd he wolde ſmite hire ſoft; 
And with that word aſwoune again ſhe fell. 
Hire father, with ful ſorweſul herte and will, 
Hire hed of ſmote, and by the top it hent, 
Aud to the juge he gan it to preſent, 12190 
As he ſat yet in dome in conſiſtorie. 

And whan the juge it ſaw, as faith the ſtorie, 
He bad to take him and anhang him faſt: 
But right anon a thouſand peple in thraſt 
To fave the knight for routh and for pitee, 12195 
For knowen was the falſe iniquitee. 

The peple anon had ſuſpect in this thing, 
By maner of the cherles chalenging, 
That it was by the aſſent of Appius; 
They wiſten wel that he was lecherous : 12200 
For which unto this Appius they gon, 
And caſte him in a priſon right anon, 
Vhereas he flow himſelf; and Claudius, 
That ſervant was unto this Appius, 
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Was demed for to hange upon a tree, 12205 H 
But that Virginius of his pitee Al 
So prayed for him that he was exiled, Of 
And elles certes had he ben begiled : XI. 
The remenant were anhanged, more and leſſe, I 
That were conſentant of this curſedneſſe. 12210 Th 

Here men may ſee how ſin hath his merite : But 
Beth ware, for no man wot whom God wol ſmite I pr: 


In no degree, ne in which maner wiſe And 
The worme of conſcience may agriſe | Thin 
Of wicked lif, though it ſo privee be 1221; WF And, 
That no man wote therof ſauf God and he; God! 
For be he lewed man or elles lered So n 
He n' ot how ſone that he ſhal ben afered: Andi. 
Therfore I rede you this conſcil take, . 
Forſaketh ſinne or ſinne you forſake. 122 © 7 
followin 

THE PARDONERES PROLOGUE. WM ».:z: 
Ou Hoſte gan to ſwere as he were wood, : ooh wp 
Harrow! (quod he) by nailes and by blood W Sax. gn 
This was a falſe cherl and a falle juſtice. { * = 1 
As ſhameful deth as herte can diviſe 1255 1 
Come to thiſe juges and hir advocas. 12208 7-122; 
Algate this ſely maide is flain, alas! 3 
Alas! to dere abought ſhe hire beautee; 4 eren. 
Wherſore | ſay that al day man may ſee 7 ae 
That yeſtes of Fortune and of Nature 4 hould boch 
Ben cauſe of deth to many a creature, 122! otters, 
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H ire beautee was hire deth, I dare wel fain: 
Alas! ſo pitouſly as ſhe was ſlain, 
Of bothe yeſtes that I ſpeke of now 

Men han ful often more for harm than prow. 

Put trewely, min owen maiſter dere, T2235 

This was a pitous Tale for to here; 
But natheles paſte over is no force. 
pray to God to ſave thy gentil corps, 
And cke thyn urinals and thy jordunes, 
Thin Ypocras, and cke thy Galianes, 12240 
And every boiſt ful cf thy letuarie | 

od bleſſe hem and our Lady Scinte Marie. 
go note I the thou art a propre man, 
And like a prelat, by Seint Ronian. 


F. 12233. Of bothe yeftes} "This line is reſlored from . 
C. 1, 14. It had been ſupphed in the common copies by ihe 
following; 

But hereof wol I not proceed as now. 

V.12236. @ pitousr Tale] This is the reading of two good mil. 
8 A. and HA, but I believe it to he a gloſs: the other copies read 
cine, which is near the truth. It thould be ermepud. F ones, 
Nax. fignifies miſcr. Hence carmnclice, mere, Chr. Sax. 65, 
mine, miſeria, ibid. 141. Ard 4 little lower. ver. 12245, 79 
ene is uſed tor to grieve, as the Sax. earmian is, (r. $4x. 
1153, 14. 

V. 12239. thy jordane:] This word is in nba, p. 253; 
bus ollæ, quas Zerdanes vocamus, ad ejus collum cohigan- 
W tur.” This is part of the punithment of a pretended £4: 115 
7 b firologus h had deceived the people by a faite predictions 
ound calls them R Jorden pots, p. 4.40. 

v. 12240. Thin Zp2cr 27] Ypocras (or Hipporras ) and Gallanet 
dould both have been printed as proper names, with great mi- 
al letters. Sce the note on ver. 433. 
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Said I not wel? I cannot ſpcke in terme; 12245 
But wel 1 wot thou doſt min herte to erme, 
That | have almoſt caught a cardiacle: 
By corpus Domini but I have triacle, 
Or elles a drangit of moitt and corny ale, 
Or but I bere avon @ mery Tale, 12250 
Myn herte is joſi for pitee of this maid. 
Thou Je amy, thou Pardoner, he taid, 
Te! us ſom mirth of japes right anon. 
it inal he Gon, quod he, by deint Ronion. 
But {ri} (quod he) here at this ale- ſtake I2255 
I wo} Hoth drinke and biten on a cake. 
But rig bt anon thiſe geutilts gan tocrie; 
Nay, let him tell us of no ribaudrie: 
Tell us ſom moral thing, that we mow lere 
Som wit, and thanne wol we giadly here 12260 
I graunte yw1is, quod he; but ! mutt thinke 
Upon ſom honeſt thing while that I drinke. 


FN. 12245. Said I not xve!} All the beſt mil. agree in giving 
this phraſe to the Hoſt in this place It muſt remind us the 
ſimilar phraſe, Sai 7 rc! 7 which occurs fo frequently the 
mouth of Shakeſocare's Hoſt of the Carter, and mav he fun 
cient, with the other cir mnfrances of venerat reep, 
make us believe that *hakoſrorre when he crew that < a1 
ter had not forgotten his Chaucer. 
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: Lorvixcs, quod he, in chirche whan I preche 
| peine me to have an hautcin ſpeche, 
And ring it out as round as poth a bell, 12265 
For I can all by rote that I tell. 
My teme is alway on, and ever was, 
Radix malorum eff cupiditas. 
Firſt I pronounce whennes that I come, 
And than my bulles ſhew I all and ſome ; I2270 
Our liege lordes ſcle on my patente 
That ſhew | firſt, my body to warrente, 
That no man be ſo bold, ne preelt ne clerk, 
8 Me to diſhirbe of Criſtes holy werk: 
5 Ani after that than tell | forth my tales. 12275 
bhulles of popes and of cardinales, 
of patriarkes and biſhoppes, | ſhewe, 
: And in Latin I ſpeke a wordes fewe 
To ſaffron with my predication, 
Ard for to ſtere men to de votion: 12280 


12269 


The Pardoneres Tale] A company of riotours conſpire to kill 
Death, who killeth them one after another. Spegbr. 
V 12279. To ſaffron] So mf. f. and ed. Ca. 2. I have pre- 
Wcrred it to the common reading, /797, as more expreſſive, 
a leſs likely to have been a gloſs. SrFron was ufed to give 
WF 0:0ur as well as flavour. The next lines arc thus tead in 
* r * 
Will, C. 1, k. 1, 2, HA. ; 
In every village and in every toun 
This is my teme, and ſhal, aud ever was, 
Radix malorum ct cupiditer. 
| han ſhew 1 forth, Te. 


; ad perhaps I ought to have ſollowed them, 
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Than ſhew I forth my longe criſtal ſtones, AY 
Vcrammed ful of cloutes and of bones; KY 
Relikes they ben, as wenen they echon. = - 
Than have | in laton a ſhulder bone Wo Ft a; 
Which that was of an holy lewes ſhepe. 122%; Tha 
Good men, ſay I, take of my wordes kepe: Dar. 

If that this bone be waſhe in auy well, d Ora 
If cow, or calf, or ſhepe, or oxe, ſwell That 
hat any worm hath ete, or worm yſtonge, HE 
Take water of that well and waſh his tonge, 12299 1% 
Aad it is hole anon: and forthermore, aud 
Gf pockes and of ſcab, and every fore, He u 
Sha) every ſhepe be hole that of this well And! 
Drinketh a draught : take kepe of that I tell. Mic 
If that the good man that the beſtes oweth 12295 By 
Vol every weke, er that the cok him croweth, An hi 
Faſting ydrinken of this well a draught, I ſtond 
As thilke holy Jew our eldres taught, 2 And u 
His beſtes and his ſtore ſhal multiplie: I prect 
And te 


And, Sires, alſo it heleth jalouſie; 123⁰⁰ 

For though a man be ſalle in jalous rage, 

Let maken with this water his potage, 

And never ſhal he more his wif miſtriſt, 

Though he the ſoth of hire deſaute wilt, 

Al had ſhe taken preeſtes two or three. 230 
Here is a mitaine eke that ye may ſce: 

He that his hand wol put in this mitaine 

He ſhal have multiplying of his graine, 


v. 12297. Faſting vrinken] The prepoſitive particle)! 
deco added for the ſal.c of the metre. 
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Wan he hath ſowen, be it whete or otes, 

go that he offer pens or elles grotes. 12310 
And men and women, o thing warne I you; 

If any wight be in this chirche now 

That hath don finne horrible, ſo that he 

Dare not for ſhame of it yſhriven be; 

Or any woman, be ſhe yong or old, 12315 

That hath ymade hire huſbond cokewold, 

8wiche folk nul han no power ne no grace 


2285 


12299 To offer to my relikes in this place: 
And who ſo ſindeth him out of iwiche blame 

He wol come up and offer in Goddes nanie, 12320 
And! aſſoyle him by the auctoritece 


8 Which that by bulle ygranted was to me. 


By this gaude have | wonnen yere by yere 


22% i 
p n An hundred mark fin I was Pardonere, 

: l itonde like a clerk in my pulpet, I2325 
And whan the lewed peple is doun yſet 
l preche ſo as ye han herd before, 
Aud tell an hundred falſe japes more: 

113088 

Than peine [| me to ſtretchen forth my necke, 


And eſt and welt upon the peple | becke, 12330 
As doth a dove fitting upon a berne : 

Mya hondes and my tonge gon ſo yerne, 

That it is joye to ſee my beſineſſe. 

f avarice and of ſwiche curſedneſſe 

Is all my 3 tor to make hem free 12335 


Jo yeve hir pens, and namely unto me; 
Velume 1. F 
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For min entente is not hut for to winne, | 4 
And nothing for correct ion of ſinne: un 
I recke never whan that they be beried but 
Though that hir ſoules gon a blake beried. 12340 0 Yet 
For certes many a predication Fro 
Cometh oft time of evil entention; J But 
Sqm ſor pleſance of folk and flaterie, 4 I pre 
To hen avanced by hypocr iſie; = Of tl 
And ſom for vaine glorie, and ſom for hate: 12345 Ss T 
For whan I dare non other wayes debate, & Of ol 
"Than wol | ſting him with my tonge ſmerte : Tor! 
In preching, ſo that he ſhal not aſterte © Swic: 
To ben defamed falſely, if that he 8 Wha 
Hath treſpaſed to my brethren or to me: T2359 4 And 
For though l telle not his propre name, That 
Men ſhal wel knowen that it is the ſame 8 Nay, 
By lignes, and by other circumitances. f For 
Thus quite 1 folk that don us diſpleſances, | I wol 
Thus ſpit 1 out my venime under hewe - 12355 5 Ne nn. 
Of holineſſe, to ſeme holy and trewe. Lecau 
But ſhortly min entente | wol deviſe; vol. 
proche of nothing but for covetiſe, f I wol | 
Therfore my teme is yet, and ever was, 2 Al we 
Rodix malorum ef/t captditas. 12360 4 Or t 
N. 12340. gon a blake heried] $0 all the mff. I think, excet Al ſhu 
AA. 2, which reads on blake be. Skinner explains 4 5 Nay, 1 
ried to mean e in nigras et inauſpicatas Comos miſlus.“ I rea") "Fa h 


cannot gueſs what it means. 
T. 1234 f 2er7704] See R. R. ver. 5763.; 
For «ft! gde p/edicacioun | 
Cymr:cth of cvil catencioun. 


Bur 
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Thus can I preche again the ſame vice 
Which that I uſe, and that is avarice, 
But though myſelf be gilty in that ſinne, 
Yet can | maken other foik to rwinne 
From avarice, and fore hem to reyente; 12365 
But that is not my principal entente: 


349 


| preche nothing but for covetiſe. 
Of this matere it ought ynough ſuffiſe. 
2245 Than tell I hem enſamples many on 
Of olde tories longe time agon, 12370 


For lewed peple loven tales olde; 
Swiche thinges can they wel report and holde. 
What? trowen ye that whiles | may preche 
And winnen gold and ſilver for | teche, 
That | wol live in poverte wilfully ? 12375 
Nay, nay; | thought it never trewely: 
For wol preche and beg in ſondry londes, 
I wol not do no labour with min hondes, 
Ne make balkettes for to live therby, 
Lecauſe j wol not beggen idelly. 12380 
vol non of the apoſtles contrefete; 
vol have money, wolle, cheſe, and whete, 
Al were it yeven of the poureſt page, 
Or af the poureſt widewe in a village, 
WA! ſhulde hire children ſterven for famine: 12385 
Ny, | wol drinke the licour of the vine, 
And have a joly wenche in every toun. 
Bur herkeneth, Lordings, in conclulioun, 
T ij 
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For though mytclt be a ful vicious man, 
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Your hking is that I ſhal tell a Tale. 

Now | have Cronke a draught of corny ale, 
By God | hope I ſhal you tell a thing 

That ſhal by reſon ben at your liking; 


A moral Pale yet | you telien can, 

Wh:ch lam wont to prechen for to winne. 

Now hold your pees, my Tale I wol beginne. 
In Flandres whilom was a compagnie 

Of yonge folk that haunteden folie, 


een, . 
— 


As hafard, riot, ſtewes, and tavernes, Wh 
Vheras with harpes, lutcs, and giternes, 12409 Rig 
They dance and plaie at dis bothe day and night, To! 
An ete alſo and drinke over hir might, 8 
J hurgh which they don the devil ſacrifice, Hel 
Within the devils temple, in curſed wile, Bety 
Ly ſoperfluitee abhominable. 12405 And 


Hir othes ben ſo gret and ſo damnable 

That it is grifly for to here hem ſwere. 

Our blisful Lordes body they to-tere; 

Hen thought the Jewes rent him not ynough; 

And eche of hem at others finne lough. 12413 
And right anon in comen tombeſteres 


0 orig 
With r 


Fetis and ſmale, and vonge fruitettcres, 2019; ; 
7 s lem ale 


N. 12400. Hem thought the Yeuwes)] The ſame thought 1515 5. 1. 


2+ 7 "=. p x2 82 * 
8 nn ann, —— 
2 
— 
= 


peated in Ihe Pertones Tale. ; . = * vino, 
> 12 1 "N tone res) Women-dancers, from the Sax. 714% 4 ** 12 
ban, to dance. He uſes the word again in The T. of 197 in ply 
The editt. read tome, which is a later word formed * tabis? 
our tumbler ) trom nmoelan, the ſrequentative 0! {uNud/— i 
4 
E 
Ty 
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Singers with harpes, baudes, wafereres, 
Which ben the veray devils othceres, 
To kindle and blow the fire of lecherie, 
That is annexed unto glotonie, 

The holy writ take | to my witneſſe 
That luxurie is in wine and dronkenefle, 

Lo, how that dronken Loth unkindely 

Lay by his daughters two unwetingly; 

So dronke he was he n'iſte what he wrought. 

Herodes, who ſo wel the ſtories ſought, 

Whan he of wine replete was at his feſte, 
Right at his owen table he yave his heſte 
To fleen the Baptiſt John ful gilteles. 

Seneca ſaith a good word douteles; 

He ſaith he can no difference find 

Betwix a man that is out of his mind 

And a man whiche that is dronkelew; 

But that woodneſſe, yfallen in a ſhrew, 

Perſevereth lenger than doth dronkeneſſe. 

O glotonie! full of curſedneſſe, 

O cauſe firſt of our confuſion ! 

O original of our damnation ! 


12415 
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12439 


Vith reſpect to the termination in ere, ſce the note on ver. 

2019; and in the nexclineſuανe ta fe tobe underſtood tobe 
temale ſellers of fruit. 

. 12417. The Holy <vrit] In marg. C. 1.; “ Nolite inebriari 
vino, in quo elt luxuria.” 

V. 12426. Seneca] Perhaps he refers to Epiſt. 8 3. ;“ Extende 
in plures dies illum ebrit habitum : nunquid de furore dubi- 
tabis? nunc quoque non eit minor ſed brevior.“ 
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Til Criſt had bought us with his blood again: 12435 
Loketh how dere, ſhortly for to ſain, 
Abought was thilke curſed vilanie : 
Corrupt was all this world for glotonie. 
Adam our father, and his wif alſo, 
Fro Paradis to labour and to wo 12449 
Were driven for that vice, it is no drede; 
For while that Adam faſted, as I rede, 
He was in Paradis, and whan that he 
Ete of the fruit defended on a tree 
Anon he was out caſt to wo and peine. 12445 
O glotonic ! on thee wel ought us plaine. 
O! wiſt a man how many maladies 
Folwen of exceſſe and of glotonies, 
He wolde ben the more meſurable 
Of his diete, ſitting at his table, I2459 
Alas! the ſhorte throte, the tendre mouth, 
Maketh that eſt and weſt, and north and ſouth, 
In erthe, in air, in water, men to-ſwinke 
To gete a gloton deintee mete and drinke. 
Of this matere, O Poule! wel canſt thou trete: 12455 
Mete unto wombe, and wombe eke unto mete, 
Shal God deftroien bothe, as Paulus ſaith. 
Alas! a foule ng is it by my faith, 
Y. 12442. For while that Adam] At this line the margin 0! 


m C. 1, quotes HieronyN. c. Fovinian.; * Qua am diu jej: _ 8 
« Adam in . fuit. Comedit et ciettus ett. Statim duxit 


«© uxorem.” - 
d. 12456. Mete unto womb] In marg. C. 1.3 Eſca ven. 


« tri,” Oc. 
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Thiſe cok 
And turn: 
To fulfill! 
Out of the 
The mary 
That may 
Ol ſpiceric 
Shal ben h 
To make! 
But certes 
Is ded whi 
V. 12463. 
V. 12468. 
with mſ. B. - 
v. 12471 


She foun 
ce alſo P, P 


For a [re 


THE PARDONERES TALE, 67 


To ſay this word, and fouler is the dede, 
Whan man ſo drinketh of the white and rede 12469 
That of his throte he maketh his privee 
Thurgh thilke curſed ſuperfluitee. 
The apoſtle ſaith weping ful pitouſly, 
Ther walken many of which you told have ]; 
I ſay it now weping with pitous vois 12465 
That they ben enemies of Cxiſtes crois, 
Of whiche the end is deth; womb is hir God: 
O wombe, o belley! ſtinking is thy cod, 
Fulfilled of dong and of corxuptioun; 
At either end of thee ſoule is the ſoun. 12470 
How gret labour and coſt is thee to find! 
Thiſe cokes how they ſtamp, and ſtrein, and grind, 
And turnen ſubſtance into accident, 
To fulfill all thy likerous talent! 
Out of the hardy bones knocken they 12475 
The mary, for they caſten nought away 
hat may go thurgh the gullet ſoft and ſote: 
Ol ſpiceric, of leef, of barke, and rote, 
Shal ben his ſauſe ymaked, by delit 
To make him yet a newer appetit: 12480 
But certes he that haunteth ſwiche delices 
Is ded while that he liveth in tho vices. 


V. 12463. The ap9/le ſaith] Philippians iii. 18. 
V. 12468. Hint ing is thy cod] So mf. C. ; or we may read, 
with mſ. B. J. o foule ſtinking cod. 
v. 12471. fo find] To ſupply: fo ver. 14535. ; 
She found hircſclf and cke hire doughtren two. 
Sce alſo P. P. fol. $0. ; 
For a hend that indeth him faileth him never at nede. 
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A lecherous thing is wine, and dronkeneſſe 
Is ful of ſtriving and of wretchedneſſe. 
O dronken man! disfigured is thy face, 12485 
Sour is thy breth, foul art thou to enbrace, 
And thurgh thy dronken noſe ſemeth tlie ſoun 
As though thou ſaideſt ay Sampſoun ! Sampſoun ! 
And yct, God wot, Sampſoun dronk never no wine: 
Thou faleſt as it were a ſtiked ſwine; 12440 
Thy tonge is loſt, and all thin honeſt cure, 
For dronkeneſſe is veray ſepulture 
Of mannes wit and his diſcretion. 
In whom that drinke hath domination 
He can no conleil kepe, it is no drede. 2495 
Now kepe you fro the white and fro the rede, 
And namely fro the white wine of Lepe, 
That is to fell in Fiſhftrete and in Chepe. 
This wine of Spaigne crepeth ſubtilly 
In other wines growing faſte by, 12000 


V. 12407. the Tohite Twine of Lepe) According to the geogta- 
phers Lepe was not far from Cadiz. This wine, of whatever fort 
it may have been, was probably much ſtronger than the Gal- 
con wines uſually drunk in England. La Rochelle and Bour- 
Ocaux, [ver. 12505,] the two chief ports of Gaſcony, were 
both in Chaucer's time part of the Englith dominions.— Sha- 
nith wines might alſo be more alluring upon account of thelr 
greater rarity. Among the orders of the royal houſehold, in 
1604, is the following; [mf. Harl 293, fol. 162.] “ And where 
as in tymes patt Spanith wines, called Sacke, were little or nve 
& hit uſed in our courte, and that in later years, though nd 
© of ordinary allowance, it was thought convenient that 10 
« hlemen, c. might have a boule or glaſs, Sc. We uncer 
« ſtanding that it is now uſed as common erinke, Oc. reduce 


yy 3 = 


« the allowance to xii gallons a day for the court,” Te, 
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Of which ther riſeth ſwiche fumoſitee; 


69 


That whan a man hath dronken draughtes three, 


And weneth that he be at home in Chepe, 
He is in Spaigne, right at the toun of Lepe, 
Nut at the Rochell, ne at Burdeux toun, 


12509 


And thanne wol he jay Sampſoun ! Sampſoun! 
' But herkeneth, Lordings, o word, I you pray, 


q That all the ſoveraine actes, dare I fay, 
Of victories in the Olde Teſtament, 
Thurgh veray God that is omnipotent, 
Were don in abſtinence and in prayere ; 
Loketh the Bible, and ther ye mow it lere. 
Loke, Attila the grete conquerour 
Died in his flepe with ſhame and diſhonour, 
Bleding ay at his noſe in dronkeneſſe: 
A capitaine ſnulde live in ſobreneſle. 
And over all this aviſcth you right wel 
What was commanded unto Lamuel ; 
Not Samuel, but I. amuel, ſay l. 
Redeth the Bible, and find it expreſly 
Ot wine yeving to hem that have juſtice, 
No more of this, for it may wel ſuffice. 


And now that [ have ſpoke of glotonie, 
Now wol 1 you defenden haſardric, 
Haſard is veray moder of lefinges, 

And of deecite and curſed forſweringes, 


O! catel, and of time; and forthermo 


F. 13520, Redeth the Bible) Proverbs xxxi. 4. 


12510 


12515 


125 20 


12525 


laipheming of Criſt, manſlaughter, and waſt alſo 


<-> . 
— 


Rr * — — 
3 —— - 
* = n - * 
— > 
3 o —— * 
2 = \ I - 
a 
8 — » - 
— 
1 * — Pc * 


. -: . 


* 


70 THE PARDONERES TALE, 


It is repreve, and contrary of honour 
For to ben hold a commun haſardour, 
And ever the higher he 1s of eſtat 
The more he is holden deſolat. 

If that a prince uſeth haſarderic, 

In alle governance and policie 

He is. as by commun opinion, 

Yhold the leſſe in reputation. 

Stilbon, that was a wiſe embaſſadour, 
Was ſent to Corinth with ful gret honour 
Fro Calidone, to maken hem alliance; 
And whan he came he happed him par chance 12540 
That all the greteſt that were of that lond 
Yplaying atte haſard he hem fond 
For which, as ſone as that it mighte be, 

He ſtale him home agein to his contree, 


12530 


12535 


Þ. 12537. Stilbon] John of Saliſbury (from whom our Au- 
thor probably took this ſtory and the following) calls him c- 
lon, Polycrat. I. 1. c 5.; ** Chilon Lacedzmonius, jungendæ 
* ſocictatis cauſi millus Corinthum, duces et feniores populi 
« ſjudentes invenit in alea. Infeto itaque negotio reverius 
« oft,” c. Accordingly in ver. 12539, mi. C. I, reads very 
rightly Lacedomye inſtead of calidone, the common reading. 
Our Author has uſed before Lacedomie for Lacedemon, ver. 
11692. 

v. 12542. ?pMaying atte haſard] 1 have added the prepoſi- 
tive y for the ſake of the metre. Atte is a diſlyllable. It was ori- 
ginally att, and is fo uſed by R. CG. p. 379, 431. It has been 
frequently corrupted into at the ; but in Chaucer it may {and 
I think ſhould” almoſt every where be reftored. Sce ver. 125, 
2934, 4203, where ſome mil. have preſerved the true rea 
ings—at/c Bowe; ate full. 
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And ſayde ther, I wol not leſe my name, 
Ne wol not take on me fo gret defame, 
You for to allic unto non haſardours: 
Sendeth ſom other wiſe embaſſadours, 
For by my trouthe me were lever die 
Than I you ſhuld to haſardours allie; 
For ye, that ben ſo glorious in honours, 
Shal not allie you to non haſardours, 

As by my wille, ne as by my tretee. 

This wiſe philoſophre thus ſayd he. 

Loke eke how to the King Demetrius 
The King of Parthes, as the book ſayth us, 
Sent him a pair of dis of gold in ſcorue, 
For he had uſed haſard therbeforne, 

For which he held his glory and his renoun 
At no value or reputatioun. 

Lordes may finden other maner play 
Honeſt ynough to drive the day away. 

Now wol [ ſpeke of othes falſe and grete 
A word or two, as olde bookes trete. 

Gret ſwering is a thing abhominable, 
And falſe ſwering is yet more reprevable, 
The highe God forbad ſwering at al, 
Witneſſe on Mathew; but in ſpecial 

Of ſwering ſayth the holy Jcremie, 


I2550 


12555 


12:60 


12565 


Thou ſhalt ſwere ſoth thin othes, and not lie, 125 70 


And ſwere in dome, and eke in rightwiſneſſe, 


But ide] ſwering is a curſedneſſe. 
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Behold and ſee that in the firſte table 


Be This d; 
Ot highe Goddes heſtes honourable This fr 
How that the ſecond heiſt of him is this, 12575 Forſwe 
Take not my name in idel or amis. Now 
Lo, rather he forbedeth {wiche ſwering Leteth | 
Than homicide or many an other thing. But, Sir, 
* 1 jo 
I fay that as by ordre thus it ſtondeth, Thiſe 
This knoweth he that his heſtes underſtondeth 1258 Long er 
How that the ſecond heſt of God is that: Were ſet 
And forthermore, I wol thee tell all plat And as t} 
That vengeance ſhal not parten from his hous Beforn a 
That of his othes is outrageous, That on « 
By Goddes precious herte, and by his nailes, 1258s Go det q 
P * . * 2 F 

And by the blood of Criſt that is in Hailes, What cor] 
Seven is my chance, and thin is cink and treye: v. 12590 
By Goddes armes if thou ſalſly pleye bite bones. 
N not aut hot 

V. 12585. Hit naileg] i. e. with which he was nailed to the ml. A. reads / 
croſs. Sir J. Mandeville, c. vii. ; * And thereby in the walle k Z. 3. Ne. ed. 
* the place where the 4 nayles of our Lord weren hidd, for le bitched, Biel 
„had 2 in his hondes and 2 in his feet; and of one of theiſe the u, and bie 


„ Emperour of Coſtantynoble made a brvdille to his hors, to 
© bere him in bataylle, and thorgh vertue thereof he over- 
Came his enemies,” Sc. He had faith before, c. ii. that On 
of the nayles that Criſt was naylled with on the croſs“ vas 
at Cottantynoble, and“ on in France in the kinpes chapele.” 

V. 12556, the blogd—in Hailes] The Abbey of Hailes in Chou- 
centerthe was founded by Richard King of the Romans, ro- 
ther to Henry III. This precious relick, which was afterwai6s 


n. 213. Our 
tali, (acprys 
ments of one 1 
ſcem from Ju; 
cuſtom of play 
ent names for 
ub. 


v. 12601, G 


commonly called “ the blood of Hales,” was brought out 08 i 288 
, _- 10 ** 228. 
Germany by the ſonof Richard, Edmund, who beſtowcd 4 thid The ke 
part of it upon his father's Albey of Haier, and ſome time ad With = 
gave the other two parts to an abbey ot his own foundation # Where it Fas 
rug near Berkhanifted, neh. v. ii. p. 275. | 
Athrug crkhanifled, Flite, 9.275 Veli 11 
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This dagger ſhal thurghout thin herte go, 
This fruit cometh of the bicchel bones two, 12599 
Forſwering, ire, ſalſeneſſe, and homicide. 
Now for the love of Criſt, that for us dide, 
Leteth your othes both gret and ſmale. 
But, Sires, now wol I tell you forth my Tale. 
Thiſe riotoures three of which I tell, 12795 
Long erſt or prime rong of any bell, 
Were ſet hem in a taverne for to drinke, 
And as they ſat they herd a belle clinke 
Beforn a corps was caried to his grave; 
That on of hem gan callen to his knave, 1260 
| Go Det, quod he, and axe redily 
What corps is this that paſſeth here forth by, 


v. 12590. the bicchel bonet 99) The common reading is 
bi bones. The alteration which I have ventured to make 
is not authorized entirely by any mf. but in part by ſeveral : 

he mſ. A. reads b:chet; C.1, He becched ; HA. and H. :e bicched. ; C. 
is B. 3. Nc. ed. Ca. 1, the bicchid; B. &. the bicche; ed. Ca. 2, the 
Vitebed. Bicke!, as explained by Kilian, is ralus, owillus et luſs- 
rut, and bictelen, talis ludere. See alſo Had. Funii Nomencl. 
n. 213. Our dice indeed are the ancient gre, {xufor) not 
tall, (acgxyzM) but both being games of hazard the imple- 
ments of one might be eaſily attributed to the other. It thould 
ſeem from Junius, loc. cit, that the Getinans haul preſerved the 
cuſtom of playing with the natural bones, as they have diffe- 
rent names for a game with tali ili, and another with ta! 
bub uli. 
v. 12601. Go bet] The ſame phraſe is uſed in Leg. of G. *. 

Dido, 288. ; 

The herd of hartes fonnden is anon, 

With hey $9 bet, pricke chou, let gon, let go 
where it ſees to be a term of the chaſe. 
Velum: 1. G 
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And loke that thou report his name wel. Tie 
Sire, quod this boy, it nedeth never a del; Abit; 
It was me told or ye came here two houres; 12605 kad « 
He was parde an old ſelaw of youres, He ſh 
And ſodenly he was yllain to-night, By Go 
Fordronke as he ſat on his benche upright ; Tog 
Ther came a privee theef men clepen Deth, To live 
That in this contree all the peple fleth, 12616 W ..1., 
And with his ſpere he ſmote his herte atwo, And up 
And went his way withouten wordes mo. 1 4 for 
He hath a thouſand lain this peſtilence Of whic 
And, maiſter, or ye come in his preſence And ma 
Me thinketh that it were ful neceſſarie T2615 And Ori 
For to beware of ſwiche an adverſarie: Deth ſha 
Beth redy for to mete him evermore ; Whan 
Thus tavghte me my dame; I ſay no more, Right ast 
By Seintc Marie, fayd this tavernere, An olde n 
The child ſayth ſoth, for he hath ſlain this yere, 12629 This olde 
Hens over a mile, witkin a gret village, - And ſayde 
Both man and woman, child, and hyne and Page; The Pro 
I trowe his habitation be there: | Anſwer a 
To ben aviſed gret wiſdeme it were Why art th 
' Or that he did a man a diſhonour, 12625 Why live 
þ Ye, Goddes armes, quod this riotour, This olds 
j Is it ſwiche peril with him for to mete ? And ſayde t 
| I ſhal him ſcke by ſtile and eke by ſtrete, A wan, tho 
I make a vow by Goddes digne bones. Neither in « 


Herkeneth, felawes, we three ben alle ones; 1263% That wolde 
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Let eche of us hold up his hond to other, 
And eche of us becomen others brother, 
And we wol ſlen this falſe traitour Deth : 
He ſhal be ſlain; he that ſo many fleth, 
By Goddes dignitee, or it be night. 
Togeder han thiſe three hir trouthes plight 
To live and dien eche of hem for other, 
As though he were his owen boren hrother, 
And up they ſtert al dronken in this rage, 
And forth they gon towardes that village 
Of which the taverner had ſpoke beforn, 
And many a grifly oth than have they ſworn, 
And Criſtes bleſſed body they to- rent, 
Deth ſhal be ded, if that we may him hent. 
Whan they han gon not fully half a mile, 12645 
Right as they wold han troden over a ſtile, 
An olde man and a poure with hem mette : 
This olde man ful mekely hem grette, 
And ſayde thus; Now, Lordes, God you ſee! 
The proudeſt of thiſe riotoures three 


12635 


12640 


£2650 


| Anſwerd agen; What? cherl, with ſory grace, 


Why art thou all forwrapped fave thy face! 
Why liveſt thou fo longe in ſo gret age! 
This olde man gan loke in his viſage, 

And ſayde thus; For Ine cannot finde 

A man, though that I walked into Inde, 

Neither in citee ne in no village, 

That wolde change his youthe for min age; 
G i} 


T2655 
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And therfore mote | han min age ſtill 
As longe time as it is Goddes will, T2666 
Ne Deth. alas! ne wil not han my lif ; 
Thus walke I like a reſteles caitif, 
And on the ground, which is my modres gate, 
I knocke with my ſtaf erlich and late, 
And ſay to hire, Leve mother, let me in. 12665 
Lo, how I vaniſn, fle ſu, and blood, and ſkin, 
Alas! whan ſhul my bones hen at reſte ? 
Mother, with you wold | changen my cheſte, 
That in my chambre longe time hath be, 
Ye, for an heren clout to wrap in me. 12670 
But yet to me ſhe wol not don that grace, 
For which ful pale and welked is my face. 
But, Sires, to you it is no curteſie | 
To ſpeke unto an olde man vilanie, 
But he treſpaſe in word or elles in dede. 12675 
In holy writ ye moun yourſelven rede 
Agcins an olde man hore upon his hede 
Ye ſhuld ariſe : therfore | yeve you rede 
Ne doth unto an olde man non harm now, 
No more than that ye wold a man did you 12689 
In age, if that ye may ſo long abide ; 
And God be with you wher ye go or ride: 
I moſte go thider as l have to go. 
Nay, olde cher}, by God thou ſhalt not fo, 
Sayde this other haſardour anon; 12089 
Thou parteſt not ſo lightly, by Seint John. 
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Thou ſpake right now of thilke traitour Deth, 
That in this contree all our frendes fleth ; 
Have here my trouth, as thou art his eſpie, 
Tell wher he is, or thou ſhalt it abie 12690 
By God and by the holy facrement, 
For ſothly thou art on of his aſſent 
To ſlen us yonge folk, thou falſe thefe. 
Now, Sires, quod he, if it be you fo lefe 
To finden Deth, tourne up this croked way, 12695 
For in that grove I left him by my ſay 
Under a tree, and ther he wol abide, 
Ne for your boſt he wol him nothing hide. 
Se ye that oke ? right ther ye ſhuln him find, 
God ſave you that hought agen mankind, 1270 
And you amende! Thus fayd this olde man. 
And everich of thiſe riotoures ran 
Til they came to the tree, and ther they found 
Of Florcins fine of gold ycoined round 
Wel nigh an eighte buſhels, as hem thought: 12705 
No lenger than after Dethe they ſought, 
But eche of hem ſo glad was of the ſight, 
For that the Floreins ben ſo faire and bright, 
That doun they ſette hem by the precious hord 
The werſte of hem he ſpake the firſte word. 12710 
Brethren, quod he, take kepe what I ſhal ſay; 
My wit is gret though that I hourde and play. 
This treſour hath Fortune unto us yeven, 
in mirth and jolitee our lif to liven, 
G 11 
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And lightly as it cometh ſo wol we ſpend. 12775 Thy pr 
Ey, Goddes precious dignitee! who wend Thou v 
To- day that we ſhuld han fo faire a grace And he 
But might this gold be caried fro this place That fh 
Home to myn hous, or elles unto youres, But nat 
(For wel I wote that all this gold is eures) 12720 That it 
Thanne were we in high felicitee; Had In. 
But trewely by day it may not be, That e 
Men wolden ſay that we were theeves ſtrong, He wote 
And for our owen treſour don us hong. What hi 
This treſour muſt ycaried be by night 1272; Shal it 
As wiſely and as ſleighly as it might; And ] ſha 
Wherfore I rede that cut among us alle What we 
We drawe, and let ſee wher the cut wol falle; grant. 
And he that hath the cut, with herte blith, That by n 
Shal rennen to the toun, and that ful ſwith, 12730 Now, q 
And bring us bred and win ful prively ; And tweie 
And two of us ſhal kepen ſubtilly Loke, wha 
This treſour wel; and if he wol not tarien, Arile, as tl; 
Whan it is night we wol this treſour car ien ad I ſhal! 
By on aſſent wher as us thinketh belt. 1273; WW ile that 
That on of hem the cut brought in his feſt, And with t. 


And bad hem drawe, and loke wher it wold falle, od than ſu 


And it fell on the yongeſt of hem alle, iy dere fre 
And ſorth toward the toun he went anon: han moun 
And al ſo ſone as that he was agon 127% Hud play at 
That on of hem ſpake thus unto that other; nd thus acc 


Thou woteſt wel thou art my {woren brother, ollen the th 
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i hy profite wol I tell thee right anon. 
Thou woſt wel that our fclaw is agon, 
And here is gold, and that ful gret plentee, 12745 
That ſhal departed ben among us three; 
But natheles, if | can ſhape it fo 
That it departed were among us two 
Had | not don a frendes turn to thee ? 
That other anſwerd, | n'ot how that may be: 12756 
He wote wel that the gold is with us tweye. 
What ſhuln we don ? what ſhuln we to him ſeye ? 
Shal it be couſeil? ſayd the firſte ſhrewe, 
And I ſhal tellen thee in wordes fewe 
What we ſhul don, and bring it wel aboute. 12754 
| grante, quod that other, out of doute, 
That by my trouth I wol thee not bewreie. 
20 Now, quod the firſt, thou woſt wel we ben tweie, 
And tweie of us ſhul ſtrenger be than on. 
Loke, whan that he is ſet thou right anon 12760 
Ariſe, as though thou woldeſt with him play, 
adi ſhal rive him thurgh the ſides tway 
hile that thou ſtrogleſt with him as in game, 
Hud with thy dagger loke thou do the ſame; 
e, od than ſhal all this gold departed be, 12765 
iy dere frend ! beiwixen thee and me; 
ban moun we bothe our luſtes al fulflle, 
2740 play at dis right at our owen wille. 
nd thus accorded ben thiſe ſhrewes tweye 
ollen the thridde, as ye han herd me ſeye. 12775 
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This yongeſt, which that wente to the toun, 
Ful oft in herte he rolleth up and doun 
The beautee of thiſe Floreins newe and bright. 
O Lord !quod he, if ſo were that I might 


Have all this treſour to myſelf alone, 12775 


Ther n' is no man that liveth under the trone 

Of God that ſhulde live ſo mery as l. 

And at the laſt the fend our enemy 

Putte in his thought that he ſhuld poiſon beye, 
With which he mighte len his felaws tweye : 12790 
For why? the fend fond him in ſwiche living 

'That he had leve to ſorwe him to bring ; 

For this was outrely his ful entente, 

To flen hem both and never to repente. 

And forth he goth, no lenger wold he tary, 1278 
Into the toun unto a potecary, 

And praicd him that he him wolde ſell 

Som poiſon, that he might his ratouns quell ; 

And eke ther was a polkat in his hawe 

That, as he ſayd, his capons had yſlawe; 12790 
And fayn he wolde him wreken, if he might, 

Of vermine that deſtroied hem by night. 

The potecary anſwerd, Thou ſhalt have 

A thing, as wiſly God my ſoule ſave, 

In all this world ther n'is no creature 1279 
That ete or dronke hath of this conſecture, 

Not but the mountance of a corne of whete, 

That he ne ſhal his liſ anon forlete, 
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Ye, ſterve he ſhal, and that in leſſe while | 
Than thou wolt gon a pas not but a mile; 12800 
his poiſon is ſo ſtrong and violent. 
This curſed man hath in his hogd yhent 
This poiſon in a box, and fwithe he ran 
Into the nexte ſtrete unto a man, 
And borwed of him large botelles three, 12805 
And in the two the poiſon poured he; 
The thridde he kepte clene for his drinke, 
For ali the night he ſhope him for to ſw:nke 
In carying of the gold out of that place. 
And whan this riotour with ſory grace r2810 
Hath filled with win his grete botelles three 
To his fclawes agen repaireth he. 
What nedeth it therof to ſermon more? 
or right as they had caſt his deth before 
icht ſo they han him ſlain, and that anon. 12815 
and whan that this was don thus ſpake that on; 
ow let us fit and drinke, and make us mery, 
790 d afterward we wiln his body bery. 
nd with that word it happed him par cas 
Wo take the botelle ther the poiſon was, 12820 
nd drouke, and yave his felaw drinke alſo, 
which anon they ſtorven bothe two. 
279; But certes I ſuppoſe that Avicenne 
rote never in no canon ne in no ferine | 
Io wonder ſignes of empoiſoning 12825 
Pan had thiſe wretches two or hir ending. 
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Thus ended ben thiſe homicides two, as faire 
And eke the falſe empoiſoner alſo. | Which 1 
O curſedneſſe of alle curſedneſſe Hany of 
O traitours homicide ! o wickedneſſe! 12830 Oliren, : 
O ęlotonie, Juxurie, and hafardrie ! Cometh 
Thou blaſphemour of Criſt with vilanie And meh 
And othes grete of uſage and of pride! Or elles t. 
Unewe: 


Alas! mankinde, how may it betide 
Thatto thy Creatour, which that thee wronght, 128 
And with his precious herte-blood rhee bought, 
Thou art ſo falſe and fo unkind ? alas! 

Now, good men, God foryeve you your treſpas, 
And ware you fro the ſinne of avarice. 
Min holy pardon may you all warice, 128% 
So that ye offre nobles or ſtarlinges, 
Or elles ſilver broches, ſpones, ringes. 
Boweth your hed under this holy bulle. 
Cometh up, ye wives, and offreth of your wolle; 


So that ye 
Nobles or 
It is an ho 
hat ve m 
Jo aſſoileg 
Or aventu 
araventur 
oun of hi, 
oke, whic 
hat I am ii 


Your names I entre here in my roll anon; 120 hat may a 
Into the bliſſe of heven ſhul ye gon: Than that t 
you aſſoile by min high powere, rede that o 
You that wiln offre, as clene and eke as clere or he is mo 
As ye were borne. Lo, Sires, thus I preche; ome forth, 
And Jeſu Crift, that is our ſoules leche, 1:4 "7 chou th; 
So graunte you his pardon to receive, 4 for 4 grote 
For that is beſt, I wol you not deceive. Nay, nay, 


But, Sires, o word forgate | in my Tale; t be, quod | 
I have relikes and pardon in my male ou Woldeſt 
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As faire as any man in Englelond, 12855 
| Which were me yeven by the Popes hond, 

any of you wol of devotion 

Offren, and han min abſolution, 

Cometh forth anon, and kneleth here adoun, 

And mckely receiveth my pardoun ; 1286p 
Or elles taketh pardon as ye wende, 

| newe and freſhe at every tounes ende, 

So that ye offren alway newe and newe 

Nobles or pens which that ben good and trewe. 

It is an honour to everich that is here 1286x 
hat ye moun have a ſuſſiſant Pardonere 

To aſſoilen you in contree as ye ride 

or aventures which that moun betide, 

araventure ther may falle on or two 

)oun of his hors, and breke his necke atwo. 12879 
oke, which a ſeurtee is it to you alle 

hat | am in your felawſkip yfalle, 

hat may aſſoile you both more and laſſe, 

Vhan that the ſoule ſhal fro the body paſſe. 

rede that our Hoſte ſhal beginne, 12875 
or he is moſt envoluped in ſinne. 

ome forth, Sire Hoſte, and offre firſt anon, 

nd thou ſhalt kiſſe the relikes everich on, 

e lor a grote: unbokel anon thy purſe. 

Nay, nay, quod he; than have | Criſtes curſe, 

t be, quod he; it ſhal not be, ſo the ich. 12881 
ou woldeſt make me kifle thin olde brech, 
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And ſwere it were a relike of a ſeint, S TH] 

Though it were with thy foundement depeint : 0 
But by the crois which that Seint Heleine fond f bp l 
I wolde l had thin coilons in min hond I 2886 _ fat 
Inſtede of relikes or of ſeintuarie. ha wa 
Let cut hem of, I wol thee help hem carie: : 2 Par 
They ſhul be ſhrined in an hogges tord. ; , lus a 
This Pardoner anſwered not a word; 1289 8 ce wel 
So wroth he was no worde ne wolde he ſay. 2 Ws 
New, quod our Hoſte, | wol no lenger play he F 
| | ö What eil 

With thee, ne with non other angry man. 3 
But right anon the worthy knight began, 1 ur H 
(Whan that he ſaw that all the peple lough) 12% wes. pon 
CE Limell a] 

No more of this, ſor it is right ynough. hea 
Sire Pardoner. be mery and glad of chere; i eth f 
For we ſh 


And ye, Sire Hoſte, that ben to me ſo dere, 


I pray you that ye kiſſe the Pardoner; his Lolle 


And, Pardoner, | pray thee draw thee ner, 129 ON > by 
And as we diden let us laugh and play. Peyae the 
te hal no 


Anon they kiſſed, and riden forth hir way. 

V-12914, W 
trcatiſe of 
land it is ac 
Is cuſtomat 


1288. Seint Heleine] Sir John Mandeville, c. vii. p.“ 
« ind nyghe that awtier is a place undre erthe, 42 degrets: 
e depeneſle, where the holy croys was founden be the wy 
© Foynte Elyne, undir a roche, where the Jew2s had lud bones, nails 
& and that was the veray croys aflayed; for. they found to ahiteyne 
* croſles, on of Hure Lord, and 2 of the 2 theves: and '4 by way of 
« /yne proved hem on a ded body. that aros from dete. and ſum lor 
& lyve, whan that it was leyd on it that oure Lord dyed a bretikes,” & 
See alto c. ii. p. 15. V. 12919, n 

— —ů— ive ſaid in th 
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Oos Hoſte upon his ſtirrops ſtode anon, 
And ſaide, Good men, herkeneth everich on, 
This was a thrifty Tale for the nones. T2905 
Sire Pariſh Preeſt. quod he, for Goddes bones 
Tell us a Tale, as was thy forward yore; 
le wel that ye lerned men in lore 
Can mochel good, by Goddes dignitce. 
The Perſon him anſwerd, BHecnedicite / 12910 
What eileth the man fo ſinfully to ſwere? 
Our Hoſte anſwerd, O Jankin! be ye there? 
Now good men, quod our Hoſte, herkneth to me 
I ſmell a Loller in the wind, quod he: 
Abideth ſor Goddes digne paſſion, I2915 
For we ſhul han a predication: 
his Loller here wol prechen us ſomwhat. 
Nay, by my fathers ſoule, that ſhal he nat, 


1890 


1100 * 
; dayde the Shipman; here ſhal he nat preche ; 
e ſha] no goſpel glofen here ne teche. 12929 
y.12914. nell a Loller ] This is in character, as appears from 
i. Pa! treatite of the time, M. catal. n. 1666. Now in Enge- 
ore BE (012d it isa comun protectioun ayens perſecutioun if a man 
 wyitd Is cuſtomable to ſwere nedeles, and fals, and unaviſed, bythe 
1idge" bones, nailes, and fides, and other membres of Criſt.— And 
undes! to abiteyne fro othes nedeles and unleſul- and repreve ſinne 
nd c by way of charite, is mater and cauſe now why prelates 


and ſum lordes ſclaundren men, and clepen hem Lollardet, 
Eretikes,” De. 

V. 12919. Sayde the Shipman] So mſ. B. J. the one mf. (as l 
aVe laid in the Diſcourſe, c. \ 31, which countenances the 
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We leven all in the gret God, quod he : 
He wolde ſowen ſom difticultee, 

Or ſpringen cockle in our clene corne ; 
And therfore Hoſte, I warne thee beforne 
My joly body ſhal a Tale telle, 12925 
And l ſhal clinken you ſo mery a belle 

That [ ſhal waken all this compagnie; 

But it ſlial not ben of philoſophie, 

Ne of phyſike, ne termes queinte of lawe: 

Ther is bat litel Latin in my mawe. 12930 


THE SHIPMANNES TALE. 


A Marchant whilom dwelled at Scint Deniſe 
That riche was, for which men held him wile : 
A wit he had of exccllent beautee, 

And compaiguable and revelous was ſhe, 


giving of this Prologue to the Shipman, In mfT. C. and D. this 
palliage is given to the Som pnour, but not by way of Prolcgue 
ti lus Tate. In C. it is followed by Ihe Wife of Bathes Prologue, 
and in D. by the Prologue which in this edit. is prefixcd to ſhe 
Squferes Tale. When theſe diverſities are confidercd, and 
alſu that the whole paſſage is wanting in the five beft mil. it 
may perh1ps appcar not improbable that theſe twenty eight 
lines, though compoſed by Chaucer, had not been inſerted by 
him in the body ct his Work, that they were therefore omitted 
in the firſt copies, and were afterwards injudiciouſly prefixed 
to The Squieres Tale when the true Prologue of that Tale, as 
printed above, was become unſuitable, by reaſonof the Tale it- 
ti being removed out of its proper place. 

V. 12023, ringen cockle] This ſeems to allude to Loller 28 
derived from lolinn: j but Du Cange, in v. Lollardus, rather ſup- 
poſes that Au was a word of German original, ſignifying 
nufrator, a mumbler of prayers. See alſo Kilian, in v. Lolaeſ. 

The Thipmanues Talc] A marchaut of St. Deniſe is counne: 
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Which is a thing that cauſeth more diſpence 12935 
Than worth is all the chere and reverence 
That men hem don at feſtes and at dances: 
d wiche ſalutations and contenances 
Paſſen as doth a ſhadwe upon the wal; 
But wo is him that payen mote for all. 12940 
The ſely huſbond algate he mote pay, 
He mote us clothe and he mote us array 
All for his owen worſhip richely, 
In which array we dancen jolly : 
And if that he may not paraventure, 12945 
Or elles luſt not ſwiche diſpence endure, 
But thinketh it is waſted and yloſt, 
Than mote another payen for our coſt, 
Or lene us gold, and that is perilous. 
This noble marchant held a worthy hous, 12950 


. For which he had all day ſo gret repaire 

6 For his largeſſe, and for his wif was faire, 

y That wonder is. But herkeneth to my Tale. 
it Amonges all thiſe geſtes gret and ſmale 


ht There was a monk, a faire man and a bold, 12955 
[trow a thritty winter he was old, 

oa WM That ever in on was drawing to that place. 
This yonge monk, that was ſo faire of face, 


by his owne wife, and by a monke called Dan John. This Ar- 


11 gument is taken out of Bochas and his Novels. SHegLT. 
ups v. 12942 le mote us clothe] In ed. Urr. it is them; but all the 
ing m!l. that { have ſeen read us, which would lead one to ſuſſ ect 


erd, that this Tale was originally intended for a female character, - 
ined H ij 
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Acquainted was ſo with this goode man, 

Sithen that hir firſte knowlege began, 12960 
That in his hous as familier was he | 
As it poſlible is any frend to be. 

And for as mochel as this goode man 

And eke this monk of which that | began 

Were bothe two yborne in o village, 12965 
The monk him claimeth as for coſinage, 

And he again him ſayd not ones nay, 


But was as glad therof as foule of day, 


For to his herte it was a gret pleſance. 
Thus ben they knit with eterne alliance, 12970 
And eche of hem gan other for to enſure 
Of brotherhed while that hir lit may dure. 
Free was Dan John, and namely of diſpence, 
As in that hous, and ful of diligence 
To don pleſance, and alfo gret coſtage: 12975 
He not forgate to yeve the leſte page 
In all that hous, but after hir degree 
He yave the lord and ſit hen his meinee, 
Whan that he came, ſom maner honeſt thing, 
For which they were as glad of his coming 12980 
As foule is fayn han that the ſonne up riſeth. 
No more of this as now, for it ſuſſiſeth. 
But ſo befell this marchant on a day 
Shope him to maken redy his array 
Toward the toun of Brugges for to fare, 12985 
To byen ther a portion of ware, 
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For which he hath to Paris ſent anon 
A meſſager, and praied hath Dan John 
That he ſhuld come to Seint Denis, and pleie 
With him and with his wif a day or tweie, 12999 
Or he to Brugges went, in alle wiſe. 
[his noble monk, of which I you deviſc, 

Hath of his abbot as him liſt licence, 
(Becauſe he was a man of high prudence, 
And eke an officer out for to ride 12995 
To cen hir granges and hir bernes wide) 
And unto Seint Denis he cometh anon. 

Who was ſo welcome as my Lord Dan John, 
Our dere couſin, ful of curteſie ? 
With him he brought a jubbe of Malveſie, 13000 
And eke another ful of fine Vernage, 
And volatile, as ay was his uſage. 
And thus I let hem ete, and drinke, and pleye, 
This marchant and this monk, a day or tweye. 

The thridde day this marchant up ariſeth, 13009 
And on his nedes ſadly him aviſeth, 
And up into his countour hous goth he, 
To reken with himſelven, wel may be, 


| Of thilke yere how that it with him ſtood, 
| And how that he diſpended had his good, 13019 


And if that he encreſed were or non. 
His bookes and his bagges many on 


v. 13000. Malve/e] See the note on ver. 968. 
HH 113 
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He layth beforn him on his counting bord. 
Ful riche was his treſour and his hord, 


For which ful faſt his countour dore he ſhct, 13015 


And eke he n' olde no man ſnuld him let 
Of his accountes for the mene time; 
And thus he ſit til it was paſſed prime. 
Dan John was riſen in the morwe alſo, 
And in the gardin walketh to and fro, 
And hath his thinges ſayd ful curtcilly. 
This goode wif came walking prively 
Into the gardin ther he walketh ſoft, 
And him ſalueth, as ſhe hath don oft: 
A maiden child came in hire compagnie, 


Which as hire luſt ſhe may governe and gie, 


For yet under the yerde was the maide. 
O dere coſin min! Dan John, ſhe ſaide, 
What aileth you ſo rathe for to ariſe ! 


Nece, quod he, it ought ynough ſuffiſe 


Five houres for to ſlepe upon a night, 
But it were for an olde appalled wight, 


13020 


T3025 


13030 


v 13027. under the y:rde] This was properly ſaid of chile 
dren. i.. Bod. Fun. 66. Monachicum Colloquium, Sax. Lat. p. Iq: 


Mag. Quid manduras in die ? 

Hwet ytit thu on dæg : 
Dif. Adbue carnibus veſcor, 

Gyt {lzicmetum ic bruce, 
quia puer ſum 
Fortham cild ic eam 
ſub virga degens. 
under gyrda drohtniende. 


Ste before, ver. 7898. 
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As ben thiſe wedded men, that lie and dare, 
As in a fourme litteth a wery hare 
Were al forſtraught with houndes gret and ſmale. 
But, dere nece! why be ye ſo pale ? 13036 
I trowe certes that our goode man 
Hath you laboured ſith this night began, 
That you were nede to reſten haſtily. 
And with that word he lough ful merily, 13040 
And of his owen thought he wexe all red. 

This faire wif gan for to ſhake hire hed, 
And ſaied thus; Ye, God wote all, quod ſhe: 
Nay, coſin min, it ſtant not ſo with me; 
For by that God that yave me ſoule and lif 13045 
In ali the reame of Fraunce is ther no wif 
That laſſe luſt hath to that ſory play, 
For I may ſing alas and wala wa 
That I was borne ! but to no wight (quod ſhe) 
Dare I not tell how-that it ſtant with me; 13050 
Wherfore I thinke out of this lond to wende, 
Or elles of myſelf to make an ende, 
So ful am I of drede and eke of care. 

This monk began upon this wif to ſtare, 
And ſayd, Alas! my nece, God forbede 
That ye for any ſorwe or any drede 
Forde yourſelf : but telleth me your grefe, 
Paraventure I may in your miſchefe 
Conſeile or helpe ; and therſore telleth me 
All your annoy, for it ſhal ben ſecree; 
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For on my portos here I make an oth 
That never in my lif, for lefe ne loth, 

Ne ſhal I of no conſeil you bewray. 

The ſame agen to you, quod ſhe, I ſay. 

By God and by this portos | you ſwere, T3c6s 
Though men me wolden all in peces tere, 

Ne ſhal I never, for to gon to helle, 

Bewrey o word of thing that ye me tell; 

Nought for no coſinage ne alliance, 

But veraily for love and affiance. 13070 
Thus ben they ſworne, and hereupon they kiſte, 
And eche of hem told other what hem liſte, 

Coſin, quod ſhe, if that I hd a ſpace, 

As | have non, and namely in this place, 

Than wold | tell a legend of my lif, 130 75 
What I have ſuſſred ſith I was a wif 

With min huſbond, al be he your coſin. 

Nay, quod this monk, by God and Seint Martin 
He n'is no more coſin unto me ä 
Than is the leef that hangeth on the tree; 1 3080 
I clepe him ſo, by Seint Denis of France, 

To han the more cauſe of acquaintance 
Of you, which 1 have loved ſpecially 
Aboven alle women ſikerly; 


N. 13061, on my portos] i. e. Breviary. Du Cange, in v. For- 
tiforium. Hortuaſes are mentioned among other prohibited 
books in the ſtat. 3 and 4E. VI. c. 10.; and in the parliam ent- 
roll of 7 E. Iv. n. 40. there is a petition that the robbing d— 
Porteouc— Grayell, Manuell, Oc. thould be made telony . ſtk 
out clergy, to which the king anſwered Le Roy ανονανννν. 
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This ſwere I you on my profeſſioun. 13085 
Telleth your grefe, leſt that he come adoun, 

And haſteth you, and goth away anon. 

My dere love! quod ſhe, o my Dan John! 
Ful lefe were me this conſeil for to hide, 
But out it mote, I may no lenger abide, 13098 
Myn huſbond is to me the werſte man 

That ever was fith that the world began: 

But fith I am a wif it fit not me 

To tellen no wight of our privetee 

Neither in bed ne in non other place; 13095 
God thilde I ſhulde it tellen for his grace: 

A wif ne ſhal not ſayn of hire huſbond 

Put all honour, as | can underſtond; 

Save unto you thus moch I tellen ſhal: 

As helpe me God he is nought worth at all, 131ce 
In no degree the value of a flie. 

But yet me greveth moſt his nigardie : 

And wel ye wot that women naturally 

Deſiren thinges ſixe as well as I; 

Tacy wolden that hir huſbondes ſhulden be 13105 
Hardy, and wiſe, and riche, and therto free, 

And buxome to his wif, and freſh a-bedde. 

But by that ilke Lord that for us bledde, 
7 For his honour myſelven for to array, 
> WAS nd:y next | muſte nedes pay 13118 
An hundred franks, or elles am | lorne ; 
„et were me lever that I were unborne 
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Than were don a ſclandre or vilanie, So th; 
And if min huſbond eke might it eſpie Up to 
I n'ere but loſt; and therfore | you prey 131135 And k 
Lene me this ſumme, or elles mote | dey : Oi of 
Dan John, I ſay, lene me this hundred frankes; Quod { 
Parde I wol not faille you my thankes, How lt 
If that you liſt to do that | you pray; Your ſi 
For at a certain day | wol you pay, «- 13120 The de: 
And do to you what pleſance and ſervice Ye han 
That I may don, right as you liſt deviſe; Come 4 
And but 1 do God take on me vengeance Ne be ye 
As foul as ever had Genelon of France, Shal taſt; 


This gentil monk anſwerd in this manere: 13123 What! le 


Now trewely, min owen lady dere! Wif, qt 
I have (quod he) on you ſo grete a routhe, The curic 
That | you ſwere, and plighte you my trouthe, For of us « 
That han your huſbond is to Flandres fare And by th 
I wol deliver you out of this care, 13130 Wocarſly am 
For 1 wol bringen you an hundred frankes. Continuell 
And with that word he caught hire by the flankes, Me moun: 


And hire embraced hard, and kiſte hire oft. And driven 


3oth now your way, quod he, al ſtille and ſoft, nd kepen 
And let us dine as fone as that ye may, 13135 Fil we be d. 
For by my kalender it is prime of day: Mb grimas 
Goth now, and beth as trewe as l ſhal be. ind therfor, 
Now elles God ſorbede, Sire, quod ſhe. pon this qu 


Aud forth ſhe goth as joly as a pie, N evermore 
And bad the cokes that they ſhuld hem hie, 13% lap and fc 
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So that men mighten dine, and that anon. 
Up to hire huſbond is this wif ygon, 
And knocketh at his countour boldely, 
Qi cf 1a? quod he. Peter, it am l, 
Quod ſhe. What, Sire, how longe wol ye faſt 21314 5 
How longe time wol ye reken and caſt 
Your ſun mes, and your bookes, and your thinges ? 
The devil have part of all ſwiche rekeninges! 
Ye han ynough parde of Goddes ſonde. 
Come doun to-day, and let your bagges ſtonde. 
Ne be ye not aſhamed that Dan John 13151 
Shal taſting all this day elenge gon ? 
What! let us here a maſſe, and go we dine, 
Wif, quod this man, litel canſt thou divine 
The curious beſineſſe that we have; 13155 
For of us chapmen, all ſo God me ſave, 
And by that lord that cleped is Seint Ive, 
Scarſly amonges twenty ten ſhul thrive 
Continuelly, laſting unto oure age. 
We moun wel maken chere and good viſage, 13160 
And driven forth the world as it may be, 
ind kepen oure eſtat in privitce 
3135 Jil we be ded, or elles that we play 
\ pilgrimage, or gon out of the way: 
And therfore have | gret neceſlitee 13165 
pon this queinte world to aviſen me; 
or evermore mote we ſtond in drede 
ap and fortune in our chapmanhede, 
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To Flanders wol | go to-morwe at day, 
And come agein as fone as ever | may, 
For which, my dere wif ! | thee beſeke 
As he to every wight buxom and meke, 
And tor to kepe our good be curious, 
And honeſtly governe wel our hous. 
Thou haſt ynough in every maner wiſe 
That to a thrifty houſhold may ſvflice. 
Thee iacketh non array ne no vitaille; 
Of ſilver in thy purſe ſhalt thou not faille. 


13170 


13175 


And with that word his countour dore he ſhette, 
And doun he goth; no lenger wold he lette; 23180 


And haſtily a maſſe was ther ſaide, 
And ſpedily the tables were ylaide, 
And to the diner faſte they hem ſpedde, 


And richely this monk the chapman fedde. 


And after diner Dan John ſobrely 
This chapman toke apart, and prively 
He ſaid him thus; Coſin, it ſtondeth fo 
That wel | fee to Erugges ye wol go; 
God and Seint Auſtin ſpede you and gide! 
I pray you, coſin, wiſely that ye ride; 
Governeth you alſo of your diete 
Attemprely, and namely in this hete. 
Betwix us two nedeth no ſtrange fare: 
Farewel, cofin, God ſhilde you fro care! 
If any thing ther be by day or night, 

If it lie in my power and my might, 
3 


13185 


13190 


13195 
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That ye me wol command in any wile, 
It ſhal be don right as ye wol deviſe, 
But o thing or ye go, if it may be; 
I wolde prayen you for to lene me £32cO 
An hundred frankes for a weke or tweye, 
For certain beſtes that | muſte beye, 
To ſtoren with a place that is oures, 
(God hely me ſol wold that it were youres) 
| ſhal not faille ſurely of my day, 13205 
Not for a thouſand frankes, a mile way. 
But let this thing be ſecree, I you preye; 
For yet to-night thiſe beſtes mote I beye. 
And fare now wel, min owen coſin dere! 
Grand mercy of your colt and of your chere. 13210 
This noble marchant gentilly anon 
Anſwerd and ſaid, O coſin min, Dan John! 
Now ſikerly this is a ſmal requeſte; 
My gold is youres, whan that it you leſte, 
And not only my gold but my chaffare: 13215 
Take what you leſt, God ſhilde that ye ſpare. 
But o thing is, ye know it wel ynough 
Of chapmen that hir money is hir plough: 
We moun creancen while we han a name, 
But goodles for to ben it is no game. 13220 
Pay it agen whan it lith in your eſe : 
After my might ful fayn wold I you pleſe. 
Thiſe hundred frankes fet he forth anon, 


And prively he toke hem to Dan John: 
Falume 1, 1 
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No wight in al this world wiſt of this lone 13225 
Saving this marchant and Dan John alone. 
They drinke, and ſpeke, and rome a while and pleye, 
Til that Dan John rideth to his abbeye. 

The morwe came, and forth this marchant rideth' 
To Flandres ward; his prentis wel him gideth 
Jil he came in to Brugges merily. 13231 
Now goth this marchant faſte and beſily 
About his nede, and bieth, and creanceth 
He neither playeth at the dis ne danceth, 
But as a marchant, ſhortly tor to tell, T3235 
He ledeth his liſ; and ther I let him dwell. 

The Sonday next the marchant was agon 
To Seint Denis ycomen 1s Dan John, 
With croune and berde all freſn and newe yſhave. 
In all the hous ther n'as ſo litel a knave, 13240 
Ne no wight elles, that he n'as ful fain 
Yor that my Lord Dan John was come again, 
And ſhortly to the point right for to gon, 
This faire wif accordeth with Dan John 
"That for thiſe hundred ſrankes he ſhuld all night 
Haven hire in his armes bolt upright : 1324 
And this accord parſormed was in dede. 
In mirth all night a beſy lif they lede 


N. 13246. Haden hire] The final n in Maden has been adged 
ſur the fake of the metre, but wineceſlarily, as the - fem 
may be pronounced before O as betore a confunant, de. the 
n. on ver. 300. 
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Til it was day, that Dan John yede his way, 

And bad the meinie farewel, have good day: 13250 
For non of hem, ne no wight in the toun, 

Hath of Dan john right non ſuſpectioun: 

And ſorth he rideth home to his abbey, 

Or wher him liſte; no more of him l ley. 

This marchant, whan that ended was the faire, 
To Seint Denis he gan for to repaire, 13256 
And with his wif he maketh feſte and chere, 

And telleth hire that chaffare is ſo dere 

That nedes muſte he make a cheviſance, 

For he was honde in a recogniſance 13260 
| To payen twenty thouſand ſheldes anon: 

For which this marchant is to Paris gon 

To borwe of certain frendes that he hadde 

A certain frankes, and ſom with him he ladde. 
And whan that he was come in to the toun, 13265 
For gret chiertee and gret affectioun 
| Unto Dan John he goth him firſt to pleye, 
© Not for to axe or borwe of him moneye, 

* W But for to wete and ſeen of his welfare, 
3246 And for to tellen him of his chaffare, 13270 
As frendes don whan they ben mette in fere. 
Dan John him maketh feſte and mery chere, 
And he him tolde agen ful ſpecially 
W How he had wel ybought and graciouſly 
W( Thanked be God) all hole his marchandiſe, 13275 
? dave that he muſt in alle manere wiſe 
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Maken a cheviſance, as for his beſte, 4 
And than he ſhulde ben in joye and reſte. 1 
Dan Jokn anſwered, Certes I am fain * 
That ye in hele be comen home again; 13280 I 
And if that I were riche, as have I bliſſe, A 
Of twenty thouſand ſheldes ſhuld ye not miſſe, * 

A 


For ye ſo kindely this other day 


Lente me gold, and as | can and may 

I thanke you, by God and by Seint Jame, 13285 

But natheles I toke unto our dame, M* 
Your wif, at hame, the ſame gold again Ar 
Upon your benche; ſhe wote it wel certain, Th 
By certain tokenes that I can hire tell. Bet 


Now by your leve | may no lenger dwell; 13299 Ye 
Our abbot wol out of this toun anon, 

And in his compagnie I muite gon. 

Grete wel our dame, min owen nece ſwete! 

And farewel, dere cofin! til we mete. 

This marchant, which that was ful ware and wile, 
Creanced hath, and paide eke in Paris 13296 
To certain Lumbardes, redy in hir hond, 

The ſumme of gold, and gate of hem his bond, 
And home he goth mery as a popingay, 
For wel he knew he ſtood in ſwiche array 133C0 
That nedes muſte he winne in that viage 
A thouſand frankes above all his coſtage. 

His wif ful redy mette him at the gate, 
As ſhe was wont of old uſage algate ; 


3300 
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And all that night in mirthe they ben ſette, 13305 
For he was riche, and clerely out of dette. 
Whan it was day this marchant gan enbrace 
His wif all newe, and kiſte hire in hire face, 
And up he goth, and maketh it ful tough. 
No more, quod ſhe; by God ye have ynough; 13310 
And wantonly agen with him ſhe plaide, 
Til at the laſt this marchant to hire ſaide ; 

By God, quod he, I am a lite] wrothe 
With you my wif, although it be me lothe; 
And wote ye why? by God, as that I geſſe 13315 
That ye han made a manere ſtrangeneſſe 
Betwixen me and my coſin Dan John. 
Ye ſhuld have warned me or I had gon 
That he you had an hundred frankes paide 
By redy token, and held him evil apaide 13320 
For that I to him ſpake of cheviſance: 
(Me ſemed fo as by his contenance) 
But natheles, by God our heven king 
| thoughte not to axe of him no thing. 
| pray thee, wif, ne do thou no more ſo: 13325 
Tell me alway, er that I fro thee go, 
If any dettour hath in min abſence 
Ypaide thee, leſt thurgh thy negligence 
might him axe a thing that he hath paide. 

This wif was not aferde ne affraide, 13330 
But boldely ſhe ſaid, and that anon, 
Mary! 1 defie that falſe monk Dan John; 


] 10 
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T kepe not of his tokenes never a del: 1 
He toke me certain gold, t wote it wel. K 
What! evil thedome on his monkes ſnoute; 13335 T 
For God it wot I wend withouten donate T 
That he had yeve it me becauſe of you, 

To don therwith min honour and my pro 


For coſinage and eke for belle chere 
That he hath had ful often times here 5 13340 No 
Put ſith I ſee I ſtonde in ſwiche diszoint Th 
I wol anfwere you ſhortly to the point. Go. 

Ye have mo ſlakke dettours than am I; Ah 
For I wol pay you wel and redily The 
Fro day to day; and if fo be ! faille, 13347 And 
I am your wif, ſeore it upon my taile, Dra 
And I ſhal pay as fone as ever I may; Bi 
For by my trouth | have on min array, Who 
And not in waſte, beſtowed it every del: Anot 
And for | have beſtowed it fo wel 13350 As, cu 


For your honour, for Goddes fake I ſay 
As beth not wrothe, but let us laugh and play: 
Ye ſhal my joly body han to wedde; 
By God I n'ill not pay you but a-bedde ; 
Foryeve it me, min owen ſpouſe dere 13335 
Turne hitherward, and maketh better chere. 
This marchant ſaw ther was no remedy, 
And for to chide it n'ere but a foly, 
Sith that the thing may not amended be. __ . 
Now wif, he ſaid, and | ſorye ve it thee; 13360 WW tings, 
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But by thy liſ be ne no more ſo large; 

Kepe bet my good; this yeve I thee in charge. 
Thus endeth now my Tale, and God us ſende 
Taling ynough unto our lives ende. 


THE PRIORESSES PROLOGUE. 


Wer ſaid, by corpus Domini, quod our Hoſte'j 13365 


Now longe mote thou ſailen by the coſte, 
Thou gentil maiſter, gentil marinere. 
God give the monke a thouſand laſt quad yere. 
A ha! felawes, beth ware of ſwiche a jape. 
The monke put in the mannes hode an ape, 13370 
And in his wifes eke, by Seint Auſtin. 
Draweth no monkes more into your in. 
But now paſſe over, and let us ſeke aboute 
Who ſhal cow tellen firſt of all this route 
Another Tale ; and with that word he faid, 13375 
As curteifly as it had ben a maid; 
My Lady Prioreſle, by your leve, 
So that I wiſt I ſhuld you not agreve, 
| wolde demen that ye tellen ſhold 
A [ale next, if ſo were that ye wold. 13380 
Now wol ye voucheſauf, may Lady dere? 
Gladly, quod ſhe; and ſaide as ye ſhul here. 


v. 13368. a thouſand laſ quad yere] La, in Teut. is enn, 
/arcina, Kilian ; and quaed in the fame language is ma!zs : the 
meaning therefore is, God give the monke a thouſand /47 (even 
ſo great a weight) of quad yere (bad years, misfortune.) The 
'alizns uſe mal anno in the ſame ſenſe. 
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O Lord our Lord! thy name how merveitlous 
Is in this large world yſprad ! (quod the ) 
For not al only thy laude precious 13395 
Par fourmed is by men of dignitce, 
But by the mouth ot children thy bountee 
Parſourmed is, ſor on the breſt ſouking 
Somtime ſhewen they thin herying 

Wherfore in laude, as I can beit and may, 13390 
Of thee and of the white lily flour 
Which that thee bare, and is a maide alway, 
To tell a ſtoric | wol do my labour 
Not that | may encreſen hire honour, 
For ſhe hireſelven is honour and rote 
Of bountee, next hire ſone, and ſoules bote. 

O mother maide! o maide and mother fre! 
O buſhe unbrent! brenning in Moyſes ſight, 
That raviſhedeſt doun fro the deitee, 
Thurgh thin humbleſſe, the goſt that in thee alight, 
Of whos vertuc, han he thin herte light, 13401 


13395 


The Priorefes Tale] A miracle of a Chriſtian child murdered 
by the Jews. Urry, 
T. 13383. O Lord our Lord] The Prioreſſe begins her le- 


gend withthe ſirſt verſes of the Sth pſalm; ** Domine, Dominus 


<*< noſer,” Fc. 
F. 13401. han be thin berte ligbi] i. e. Liglited, made light 
ot pleaſant. 80 in Tro. b. iii. 1055. 
Whan wroth is he that ſhold my ſorrowes light, 
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Concei ved was the fathers ſapience, 
Helpe me to tell it in thy reverence. 
Lady! thy bountee, thy magnificence, [1 
Thy vertue and thy gret humilitee, 13405 
| Ther may no to- ge expreſſe in no ſcience; 8 
For ſomtime, Lady ! or men pray to thee 1 
Thou goſt beforn of thy benignitee | 
And geteſt us the light of thy prayere 
To giden us unto thy ſone ſo dere. 13410 
0 My conning is fo weke, o blisful Quene ! 
For to declare thy grete worthineſſe, 
That I ne may the weighte not ſuſtene; 
But as a child of twelf moneth old or leſſe, 
That can unnethes any word expreſle, 13415 
95 Right ſo fare I, and therfore I you pray 
Gideth my ſong that I ſhal of you ſay. 
Ther was in Aſie, in a gret citec, 
Amonges Criſten folk a Jewerie, 
duſlened by a lord of that contree, T3420 [| 
For ſoule uſure and luere of vilanie 
Hateful to Criſt and to his compagnie, 
And thurgh the-ſtrete men mighten ride and wende, 
ror it was free, and open at eyther ende. 1 
r lee A litel ſcole of Criſten folk ther ſtood I 3425 | 
my Doun at the ferther end, in which ther were 
light Children an hepe comen of Criſten blood, | | | 
That lerned in that ſcole yere by yere | 1 
dwiche manere doctrine as men uſed there; | 
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This is to ſay, to ſingen and to rede, 
As ſmale children don in hir childhede. 
Among thiſe children was a widewes fone, 
A litel clergion, ſevene yere of age, 
That day by day to ſcole was his wone, 
And eke alſo, wheras he ſcy the image T3455 
Of Criſtes moder, had he in uſage, 
As him was taught, to knele adoun, and ſay 
ve Marie as he goth by the way. 

Thus hath this widewe hire litel ſone ytaught 
Our blisful Lady, Criſtes moder dere, 13440 
To worſhip ay, and he forgate it naught, 
For ſcly childe wol alway ſone lere. 

But ay whan | remembre on this matere 
Scint Nicholas ſtant ever in my preſence, 
For he fo yong to Criſt did reverence, 

This litel childe-his litel book leruing, 

As he ſate in the ſcole at his primere, 

He Atma R edemptorts herde ling, 

As children lered hir atitiphonere, 

And as he dorſt he drow him nere and nere, 
And herkencd ay the wordes and the note, 
Til he the firſle vers coude al by rote. 


13430 


13445 


13450 


F. 13444. eint Nichalat] We have an account cf the very 
carly piety of this ſaint in his leſſon, Bre. Roman. vi. Decemb.; 
« Cujus viri ſanctitas, quanta futura eſſet. jam ab incunabulis 
«« 2yparuit, Nam infans, cum reliquas dies lac nutricis frequem 
* ſugeret, quart et ſextà feria (on edne/days and Friday% 
„ ſemel dyntaxat, idque veſperi, ſugebat.“ 
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Nought wiſt he what this Latin was to ſay, 
For he ſo yonge and tendre was of age; 
But on a day his felaw gan he pray 13455 
To expounden him this ſong in his langage, 
Or telle him why this ſong was in uſage : 
This prayde he him to conſtrue and declare 
Ful often time upon his knees bare. 
His ſelaw, which that elder was than he, 13460 
Anſwerd him thus; This ſong, | have herd ſay, 
Was maked of our blisful Lady fre, 
Hire to ſalue, and eke hire for to prey 
To ben our help and locour whan we dey. 
| can no more expound in this matere: 13465 
lerne ſong; I can bur ſmal grammere. 
And is this ſong maked in rc verence 
Of Criſtes moder ! ſaid this innocent: 
Now certes | wol don my diligence 
To conne it all or Criltemaſte be went, 13470 
Though that | for my primer ſhal be ſhent, 
And ſhal be beten thrics in an houre, 
wol it conne our Ladie for to honoure, 
His felaw tauglit him homeward prively 
Fro day to day til he coude it by rote, 13475 
and than he ſong it wel and boldely 
fro word to word according with the note: 
wies a day it paſſed thurgh his throte, 


To ſcoleward and homeward han he wente ; 
Ca Criſtes meder ſet was his entente. 13480 
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As I have ſaid, thurghout the Jewerie 
This litel child, as he came to and fro, 
Ful merily than wold he fing ard crie 
Alma Redemptoris! ever mo. 
The ſweteneſſe hath his herte perſed ſo 13485 
Of Criſtes moder, that to hire to pray 
He cannot ſtint of ſinging by the way. 
Our firſte fo, the ſerpent Sathanas, 
TT hat hath in Jewes herte his waſpes neſt, 
Up ſwale and faid, O Ebraike peple, alas! 14390 
Is this to you a thing that is honeſt, 
That ſwiche a boy ſhal walken as him leſte 
In your deſpit, and ſing of ſwiche ſentence, 
Which is again our lawes reverence ? 
From thennesforth the Jewes han conſpired 13495 
This innocent out of this world to chace: 
An homicide therto han they hired, 
That in an aleye had a privee place, 
And as the child gan forthby for to pace 


This curſed Jew him hent and held him ſaſt, 135co | 


And cut his throte, and in a pit him caſt, 

I ſay that in a wardrope they him threwe 
Wher as thiſe Jewes purgen hir entraille. 
O curſed folk ! of Herodes alle-newe, 


What may your evil entente you availle? 13505 | 


Mordre wol out, certcin it wol not faille; 
And namely ther the honour of God ſhal ſprede 


The blood out cricth on your curſed dede, 


3 
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TEE PRIORESSES TALE, 109 


O martyr ſouded in virginitce! 
Now maiſt chou ſinge and folwen ever in on 13 5 10 
The white Lamb celeſtial, quod ſhe, 
Of which the gret evangeliſt 5eint John 
In Pathmos wrote, which ſayth that they that gon 
Beforn this Lamb, and finge a ſong al newe, 
That never fleſhly woman they ne knewe, 13515 
This poure widewe awaiteth al that night 
Aſter hire litel childe, and he came rough, 
For which as lone as it was'dayes light, 
With face pale of drede and beſy thought 
She hath at ſcole and elles het kim ſoaght, 1 3520 
Tu ſmally ſhe gan fo fer aſpie 
That he lait ſeen was in the Jewerie. 
With modres pitet in ire breſt encloſed 
She goth, as ſhe were half out of hire minde, 
To every placewner fre hath ſuppoſed 13525 
By likelihed hire litel child to finde; 
And ever on Crittes moder meke and kinde 
She cried, andat the lalte thus the wrouphit, 
Among the curſed Jewes ſhe him ſought. 
She freyneth and the prareth pitouſly 135 30 
o every Jew that d welled in thilke place 
To telle hire if ure child went ought forth by; 


V. 13509. /auted in wirginiree] Or, (according to the better 
mil.) ſouded te wirginitee, Shuded is fromthe Fr. uid avd 
tt from the Lat. te, confolidated, faftened together. 
In Wickliffe's v. T. Defy ſit conſolidate is rendered /oudid. 
The latter part of this ſtanza refers to Rev. xiv. 3, 4. 
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They ſayden Nay; but Jeſu of his grace 
Yave in hire thought, within a litel ſpace, 
That in that place after hire ſone ſhe cride 13534 
Ther he was eaſten in a pit heſide. 
O grete God, that parſormeſt thy laude 
By mouth of innocentes, Jo here thy might! 
'This gem of chaſtitee, this emeraude, | 
And eke of martirdome the rubie bright, 13540 
Ther he with throte ycorven lay upright 
He Alma Redempteris gan to ſinge 
So loude, that all the place gan to ringe. 
The Criſten folk that thurgh the ſtrete wente 
In comen for to wondre upon this thing, 13545 
And haſtifly they for the provoſt ſente ; 
He came anon withouten tar ying, 
And herieth Criſt, that is of heven king, 
And eke his moder, honour of mankind, 
And after that the Jewes let he binde. 13550 
This child with pitous lamentation 
Was taken up, ſing ing his ſong alway, 
And with honour and gret proceflion 
They carien him unto the next abbey; 
His moder ſwouning by the bere lay: 13559 
Unnethes might the peple that was there 
This newe Rachel bringen fro his bere. 
With turment and with ſhameful deth eche on 
This provoſt doth thiſe Jewes for to ſlerve 
That of this morder wiſte, and that anon: 13560 


THE FRIORESSES TAL. 


He r*olde no ſwiche curſedneſſe obſerve: 


Evil hal he have that evil wol deſerve; 


35 Jherfore with wilde hars he did hem drawe, 
And after that he heng hem by the lawe. 


Upon his bere ay 1ith this innocent 
Beforn the auter whrle the maſſe laſt, 


| And after that the abbot with his covent 
40 Han ſpedde hem tor to berie him ful faſt; 


And whan they holy water on kim caſt 


111 


13505 


Yet ſpake this child, han ſpreint was the holy water, 


And ſaug OA Neuem ptoris Mater / 


This abbot, which that was an holy man, 


$45 As monkes hen, or elles ought to be, 
This yonge child to conjure he began, 
And laid; O dere child! halle thee, 
In vertue of the holy trinitee, 
Tell me what is thy cauſe for to ſing, 
1550 Sith that thy throte is cut to my leming. 
My throte is cut unto m nekke bon, 
Saide this child, and as by way of kinde 
ſnuld have deyd; ye longe time agen, 


1357 


13575 


135 80 


v. 13575 Thal thee} MIT. AR: 1. 2, read I con ure thee— 
3559 hut that ſeems to be a gloſs, Ta balſe igniaes properly to em- 
brace round the neck, from the Sax Hals, the neck. [See ver, 


10253. ] 80 in C. Z. ver. 1290.; 
fand and ſpeke; and lan gk. and Kkiſſe. and une. 
It ignites alſo to ſalute, V. C. fol. 22.; 
I ha#tſe hym hendlich, as hs freunde were, 
And fol. 39, th ſalute with reverence ; 
And the eleven fterres Ha Him altos 
356⁰ | 


which ſcenu to be the ſente lere. 
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But Jeſn Craft, as ye in bookes finde, 

Wo] that his glory laſt and be in minde, 

And forthe worſhip of his meder dere 

Yet may | ſing O Alma loude and clere. 13585 
This welle of mercie. Criſtes moder [wete, 

I loved alway, as alter my conning; 

And whan that I my lit ſhulde forlete 

To me ſhe came, and bad me for to fing 

This antem veraily > my dying, 13599 

As ye han herde; and whan that l had fonge 

Me thought ſhe laid a grain upon my tonge. 
Wicrtore ting, and ting I mote certain, 

In honqur of that blieful maiden tree, 

Til fro my tonge of taken is the grain. 13595 

And aſter that thus faide ſhe to me; 

My lite! child, than wol | fetchen thee, 

Whan that the grain is fro thy tonge ytake: 

Be not agaſte, I wol thee not forſake. 

This holy monk, this abbot him mene l, 13600 
His tonge out caught, and toke away the gram, 
And he yave up the goſt ful ſoftely. 

And han this abba t had this wonder fein 

Hi- f;te teres trilled adoun as reyne, 

And groff he fell a} platte upon the ground, 13603 
And ſtill he lay as he had ben ybound. 

V. 12597. than tel fetchen, thee] The deſt miT. read now, 
which is ſcarce reconcileable to any rules of ſpeech. Even with 


the ct tor which i have adopted there is a greater confu- 
ſion in this narration than I recollect to have obſerved in any 


ether ot Chaucer's forics. 
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FROLOGUE TO SIRE THOPAS, 113 


The covent lay eke upon the pavement 
Weping and herying Criſtes moder dere; 
And after that they riſen, and forth ben went, 
And toke away this martir fro his bere, x3616 
And in a tombe of marble ſtones clere 
Eucloſen they his litel body ſwete: 
Ther he is now God lene us for to mete. 
O yonge Hew of Lincoln] flain alſo 
With curſed Jewes, as it is notable, 13615 
For it n'is but a litel while ago, 
Pray eke for us, we ſinful folk unſtable, 
That of his mercy God fo merciable 
On us his grete mercie multiplie, 
For reverence of his moder Marie. 13620 


PROLOGUE TO SIRE TH OPAS. 


V aan ſaid was this miracle every man 
As ſober was that wonder was to ſee, 
Til that our Hoſte to japen he began, 
And than at erſt he loked upon me, 
And ſaide thus; What man art thou? quod he: 
Thou lokeſt as thou woldeft find an hare, 13626 
For ever upon the ground 1 ſee thee ſtare, 

Approche nere, and loke up merily. 
Now ware you, Sires, and let this man have place; 
He in the waſte is ſhapen as wel as I. 13639 


V. 13623. t9 japen be began] $0 mf. E. ; ſome mil. read 


Bo began, 


Kii 


* 
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This were a popet in an arme to enbrace 
For any woman, ſmal and faire of face. 
He ſemeth elviſh by his contenance, 
For unto no wight doth he daliance. 
Say now ſomwhat, fin other folk han ſaide; 13635 
Tell us a Tale of mirthe, and that anon. 
Hoſte, quod I, ne be not evil apaide, 
For other Tale certes can | non 


But of a rime | lerned yore agon. 
Ye, that is good, quod he; we ſhullen here 


Som deintee thing me thinketh by thy chere. 


THE RIME OF SIRE TRHOPAS. 


L. $TENETH, Lordinges, in good entent, 
And | wol tel you gerament 


Of wirthe and of ſolas, 


13640 


Al of a knight was faire and gent 13645 
In hataille and in turrament, 
His name was Sire | hopas. 
Yborne he was in fer contree, 
In Flandres, al beyonde the ſce, 
T3650 


At Popering in the place: 
His father was a men ful free, 
The Rime of Sire Thopas} A northern Tale of an outlandiſt 
knight, purpoſely uttered by Chaucer in a rime and ti yle Git 
ferinp from the reſt. as though he himſelf were not the author 
but ovly the reporter of the other Tales. Urrv. | 
v. 1 2650. Ar. Popering] Poppering or Poppe!ing was the name 
of a pariſh in the marches of Calais: our famous antiquary Le- 
land was once Rector of it. Tanner, Bill. Brit. iu v. Leun. 


v3 SS7% 


— 


THE RIME OF SIRE Tnoras. 115 


And lord he was oſ that contree, 
As it was Goddes grace. 
Sire Thopas was a doughty ſwain, 
White was his face as paindemaine, 13655 
58 His lippes red as roſe: ; 
His rudde is like ſcarlet in grain, 
And l you tell in good certain 
He had a ſemely nole. 
His here, his berde, was like ſafroun, x3660 
40 That to his girdle raught aduun; 
His ſhoon of Cordewane; 
Of Brugges were his hoſen broun 
His robe was of chekelatoun, 


That coſte many a Jane, 13664 


N. 12655. paindemaine] That this muſt have been a fort of 
remarkably white bread is clear encugh. Skinner derives. it 
from pants motutinus, pain de matia; and indeed Du Cange 

645 mentions a pecies of loaves or rolls called Matinelli. However, 
I am more inclined to befeve that it received its denomina- 
tian from the province of Maine, where it was perhaps made 
in the greateſt perfection. I find it twice in a northern tale called 
The Freiris of Berwick, mſ. Maitlanu: 

And als that creil is full of breid of Nane. 
Ard again—the Mane breid. 

;650 v 13664. chetebatoun] The gloſſaries ſuppoſe this word to 
be compounded of cheke and latoun, a ſpecies of baſe metal like 
gad; but it feems rather to he merely a corruption of the Fr. 


nah ciciaton, which originally Ggnihed a circular robe at tate, from 
c Gib- the Gr, Lat. cas, and afterwards the cloth of gold of which 
uihor ſuch robes were generally made. Du Cange, in v. Cycias, has 

rroduced inftances enough of both ſenſes, In fact feveral mit. 
name read ciclaton ; and I have no excuſe for not having followed 
ry Le- them tut that 1 was miſled by the authority of Spenſer, as 
wt. ; quoted by Mr. Warton, C , on Spe}. v. i. p. 194. Upon further 


cu e H ation I think it is plain that Speaſer was miſtaken in the 


x16 THE Rur OF SIRE THOPAE. 


He coude hunt at the wilde dere, 
And ride on hauking for the rivere 
With grey goſhauk on honde; 
Therto he was a good archere : 

Of wraſtling was ther non his pere 
Ther ony ram ſhuld ſtonde. 

Ful many a maide bright in bour 
They mourned for him par amour 
Whan hem were bet to ſlepe; 

But he was chaſte and no lechour, 
And ſwete as is the bramble flour 
That bereth the red hepe. 

And ſo it fell upon a day, 
Forſoth, as I you tellen may, 

Sire Thopas wold out ride; 
He worth upon his ſtede gray, 
And in his hond a launcegay, 
A long ſwerd by his fide. 


very foundation of his notion, ** that the quiited Iriſh jacket 
* embroidercd with gilded leather” had anyreſemblancetothe 
* robe ofen.“ He ſuppoſes that Chaucer is here deicri- 
bing Sir Thopas as he went to fight againſt the giant, in his robe 
of /heckiaton ; whereas, on the contrary, it is evident that Sir 
Thopas is here deſcribed in his uſual habit in time of peace: 
his warlike apparel, when he goes to fight ageinſt the giant, B 
deicribed below, ver. 1 3786, and fell. and is totally different, 

. 13663. a Fane} A coin of Janua, (Genoa) called in our 
ſtatutes galley balfpence, See the quotations from Stow in Mr. 
Warton's O on en. v. i. p. 180. 

*. 1 2565; bauking for the rivere) See the note on vet · ai 

V. 12671. Ther ny ram) See the note on ver. 5 60. 

N. 12682, 2 /1uncopay) The editt. have ſplit this ĩmpropeth 
into two words, as if g.zz were an epithet. It occurs as one Wore 
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THE RIME OF SIRE THOPAS, 117 


He priketh thurgh a faire ſoreſt, | 
Therin is many a wilde beſt, 
Ye bothe buck and hare; 
And as he pricked north and eſt, 
telle it you, him had almeſte 
Betidde a ſory care. 
Cher ſpringen herbes grete and ſmale, 
The licoris and the ſetewale, 
And many a cloue gilofre, 
And notemuge to put in ale, 
Whether it be moiſt or ſtale, 
Or for to lain in cofre. 
The briddes ſingen, it is no nay, 
The (perhauk and the popingay, 
That joye it was to here, 


13699 


T3695 


in Rat. Parl. 29 H. VI. n. 8.; And the ſaid Evan then and there 
e with a launcegay mote the ſaid William Thretham threughe 
the bodya foute and more, whereof he died.” Nicot Ceſcribes 
a 2agaye to be a Moorith lance longer and flenderer than a pike, 
irom the Span. Arab. azagiyda. 

. 13692. cloue gil fe] Clou de giroffe, Fr. caryophylhis, Lat. 
a clove tree. or the fruit of it. Sir J. Mandeville, c. xxvi. de- 
ſcribing a country beyond Cathaie, ſays; ** And in that con- 
* tree, ard in other comrees thereabouren, growen many trees 
that beren :/-7ve get and notemupes, and grete notes of 
„Nude. and of canelle and of many other ſpices. ?----But the 
mol! appotire illuſtration of this paſſage is a fimilar defcription 
in Chaucer's &. R. ver. 1 260—72—in the original, ver. 1347 
—70. See alſo a note of an inpenious correſpondent in Mr. 
Varton's OL. on *pen/. v. i, p. 129, ed. 1762, where this paſ- 
ſage is very proverly adduced to thew that The Rime of Sire 
Thopas was intended as a burleſque on the old ballad romances 


; 6 
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The throſtel cok made eke his lay, 
The wode dove upon the ſpray 
He ſang ful loude and clere, 

Sire Thopas fell in love-longing 
Al whan he herd the throſtel ſing, 
And priked as he were wood; 

His faire ſtede in hispriking 
So ſwatte that men might him n 
His ſides were al blood. 
Sire Thopas eke fo wery was 
For priking on the ſofte gras, 
So fiers was his corage, 
That doun he laid him in that place 
To maken his ſtede ſom ſolace, 
And yaf him good forage. 
A, Seinte Mary, benedicite / 
What aileth this Love at me 
To binde me fo ſore ? 
Me dremed all this night parde 
An elf quence ſhal my lemman be, 
And flepe under my gore. 

An elf quene wol | love ywis, 
For in this world no woman is 
Worthy to be my make || 10 toun 


13700 


13710 


13715 


v. 13722. in toun] Theſe two laſt words, which are plainly 
ſuperfiuous, are diſtinguimed by a mark of this Kind in mi. 
C. 1, and the ſame mark is repeated in ver. 13743, 13752, and 
13815, where the two final ſyllables are alſo ſuperfiugus to the 
metre. Whether in all thee caſes the words thus ſeparated are 
to be conſidered as idle additions, for the purpoſe of introdu- 
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THE RIME OF SIRE THOPAS, 1179 


All other women J forſake, 

And to an elf quene I me take 

By dale and cke by doun. 13725 
Into his fade] he clombe anon, 

And priked over ſlile and ſton 

An elf quene for to efpic, 

Tithe fo long had riden and gone 

That he fond in a privee wone 13739 

The contree of Faerie. 
Wherin he ſoughte north and ſouth, 

And oft he ſpied with his mouth 


cing the rhyme which anſwers to them, or whether ſome lines 
which originally connected them with the context have been 
loft it is not eaſy to determine. Upon the latter ſuppoſition, 
which I confets appears to me the molt probable, we may ima- 
gine that in the preſent inſtance the three laſt lines of this ſtanza 
aud the three firſt of the following except the words in town 
have dropped out: in the three other inſtances only two lines 
and the two firſt feer of the third may be ſuppoled to be want- 
ing. In fupport of this hypot heſis it may be obſerved, that 
in the very next ſtariza the laſt line, ver. 13731, and the fol- 
lowing line, in mi. C. 1, ſtand thus; 

The contrec of Faerie fo wilde, 

For in that cuntree n'as ther non 


[That to him dur ride or gon] 
Neither wif ne childe. 


Whether the two lines and part of another which 1 have in- 
ferted before wilde from other mil. be genuine I will not be 
poſitive, but it is very clear, I think, that ſomething is want» 
np. Ie line between hooks, which is inferted in mf. C. 1, in 
later hand, is in mil. HA. D. 

V. 12732. be pied] Ed. Urr. reads red, I know not upon 
"at authority; but the emendation is probable enough, as 
tte expreſſion of ing With the mouth ſeems to be too extra- 
"epantiy abſurd even for this compotition. To ire or eres 
vl. Doug, ſignities to inquire, from the Sax. Hrian. Sce F. L. 
þ 337. Cover, Conf. Amant, fol. 183. 


120 THY. RIME OF SIRE TYHOPAS, 


In many a foreſt wilde, 
For in that contret nas ther non 13733 
That to him dorſt ride gr gon, 
Neither wif ne childe. 
Til that ther came a gret geaunt, 
His name was Sire Oliphaunt, 
A perilous men of dede; 13740 
He ſayde, Child, by Fermagaunt 
But if thou prike out of myn haunt 
Anon | flze thy ttede }} with mace 
Here 1s the Quene of Faerie, 
With harpe, and pipe, and imphonie, 13745 
Dwelling in this place. 
F 137 39, Sire Cliphannr] Sir Elephant, a proper name for 
a giant. Mandeville, p. 253. 3 ** And there ben alto many wylde 
« heſtes, and nameliche of a/yfaunics.” he very learned and 
ingenious auchor of Letters on Chivairy, c. ſuppoſes “ that 
©« the buke of 'The Giant Hf ant and Chylde Vhopas was not 
« a fiction of Chaucer's own, but a ftory of antique fame, and 
© very celebrated in the davs of chivalry.” I can only ſay that 
I have not been ſo fortunate 2s to meet with any traces of ſuch 
a ſtory of an cather date than The Canterbury Tales. 
V. 13741. by Termagaunt] This Saracen deity in an old to- 
mance, mf, Bod. 1624, is cenRantly called Ter va gan; 
Le devant (ci ſan porter tun dragon, 
E Pettendart Ter nagan e Malum, 
E un ymagene Apoll in le felun. 
And again; 
Pleignent lur deus Tegan et Mabum, 
E Aeilin, cunt i} mie rien ut. 
"This romance, which in the mf. has no title, may poſſibly be 
an older copy of one which is frequently quoted by Du-Cang 
under the title of Le Roman de Roncewveaux, The author's name 
was Turold, as appears from the laſt hne; 
Ci falt le getie gue Tasse decl.nct. 
He is not mentioned by any of the writers of French liter 
hiſtory that 1 have ſeen. 
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THE RIME OF SIRE THOPAS, 121 


The child ſayd, Al ſo mote 1 the 
735 To morwe wol | meten thee, 
Whan | have min armoure, 
And yet | hope par ma fay 13750 
That thou ſhalt with this launcegay 
Abien it ful ſoure : thy mawe 
2740 Shal I perce, if I may, 
Or it be fully prime of the day, 
For here thou ſhalt be ſlawe. 13755 
Sire Thopas drow abak ful faſt; 
This geaunt at him ſtones caſt 


13745 Out of a fel ſtaffe ſling : 
But faire eſcaped child Thopas, 
Ree” And all it was thurgh Goddes grace, 13760 
y wylde And thurgh his faire bering. 
_ — Vet liſteneth, Lordings, to my Tale, 
s was not Merier than the nightingale, 
ame, and For now | wol you roune 
ng How Sire Thopas with ſides ſmale, 13765 
s. Priking over hill and dale, 
an old to- 


Is comen agein to toune. 
His mery men commandeth he 
To maken him bothe game and gle, 


ins 


For nedes muſt he fighte 13770 


With a geaunt with hedes three 
For paramour and jolitee 
Of on that ſhone ful brighte. 


v. 13758. a fel age ing ] This is the reading of the beſt mf, 
but what kind of fling is meant I know not. See G. in v. 
Sraf/ling. 
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Do come, he ſayd, my mineſtrales 
And geſtours for to tellen tales 
Anon in min arming, 

Of romaunces that ben reales, 
Of popes and of cardinales, 
And cke of love-longing- 


F. 13775. Hours for to tellen tales) The proper buſineſs 
of a z four was to recite tales ot jeſts, which was only one of 
the branches of the minſttel's proc ion. Minſtrels and ge- 
flours are mentioned together in the following lines, from Wil. 
liam of Nailyngton's trantlation of a religious treatile by John 
of Wailby, mf. Keg. 17 C. viii. p. 2; 

I warne you furſt at the begynninge 

Thot | witt make no vain carpinge 

Of cedes of armys ne of amours, 

As dus 719127 eHles and jeftours, 

That mikys carpinge in many à place 

0! ortuvianc and ſembraſe, 

And of many other jefics, 

Ani namely whan they come to feſtes, 

Ne of the lite of Bevys of Hampton, 

Ia was a knight of gret renoun, 

Ne of tir Cye of Varwyke, 

All it it might ſum men ly «ec, 
cite theſe lines to ſhew the ſpecies of tales related by the an · 
cient 2&0u77, and Low much they diflered trom what we now 
call. 

V. 13777. Of romaunces that ben reales] So in the Rom. of 

Twain and Gar ain, ml. Cort. Gaib. E. ix. 

Ve fund a knight under a tre; 

Upon a civth of gold he lay; 

By ter mus tat a ful tayr may: 

A adv iat with than in ſete; 

Ihe maiden rcd, that thai might here 

A real romance in that place. 
"The original of this title, which is an uncommon one, I take 
to have been this: when the French romances found their way 
into ltaly, (not long before tlie year 1300, Cre/cimb. t. i. p. 33%) 
ſorae Italian undertook to collect together all thoſe relating to 
Chariemagne and his family, and to form them into a regular 


buy of hutory. The fix firſt books of tlas work come down to 
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They fet him firit the ſwete win, 13780 
[ And mede eke in a maſelin 

And real ſpicerie, 

Of ginger-bred that was ful fin, 

And licoris and eke comin, 


With ſuger that is trie. 13785 
etz He didde next his white lere 
of Of cloth of lake fin and clere 
— Abbreche and cke a ſherte, 
ba 
the death of Pepin. They begin thus ; “ Qui fe comenza la hy- 
« ftoria el Rea! di Franza comenzando a Conttant ino Impera- 
tore Secondo molte lezende che io ho attrovate e racolte in- 
« ſieme.” Edit. Afutinge, 1491, fol. It was reprinted in 1537 
under this title; 7 reali di Franza, ne! quale fi contiene la 
ge neragione di tutti i Re, Duchi, Principi e Paroni di Franza, 
« edelli Paladini, colle battaglie da loro fatte,” c. Huιirio, 
t. vi. p. 530. Salviati had ſeen a mf. of this work written about 
1359, [Creſcimb. t. i. p. 320, ] and I do not believe that any 
mention of a real (or royal) romance is to be found in French 
or Englith prior to that date. 
e an · v. 13786. He didde next his wwbite lere] He did, or put, on 
now next his white {kin. To don (dv on) and dof (do of ) have been 
in uſe as vulgar words long ſince Chaucer's time. Lere ſeems 
m. of to be uſed for tkin in {/umbras, mi. Cott. Cal. 11, fol. 129. 3 
His lady is *vbite as wales bone, 
Here lere brygte to fe upon, 
So faire as hloſme on tre 
though it more commonly ſignifies only what we call com- 
ple xion. In the romance of Li Beau Deſconus his arming is 
thus deſcribed, fol. 42. ; 
I take They cafte on him a ſcherte of ſelk, 
: A gypell as chte as melk 
ir way In that ſemely ſale, 
. 3364) And ſyzt an bawherk brygt, 
ting to That richely was adygt 
eg ulat With may lles thykke and ſmale.— 


Lij 
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And next his ſhert an haketon, 
And over that an habergeon 13799 
For percing of his herte; 
And over that a fin hauberk 
Was all ywrovght of jewes werk, 
Ful ſtrong it was of plate, 
And over that his cote-armoure, T3795 
As white as is the lily floure, 
In which he wold debate. 
His ſheld was all of gold ſo red, 
And therin was a bores hed, 
A charboucle beſide; 1 38co 
And ther he ſwore on ale and bred 
How that the geaunt ſhuld be ded, 
Betide what fo betide. 
His jambeux were of cuirbouly, 
His ſwerdes ſheth of ivory, 13805 


N. 13793. of jetoet ve r] I do not recollect to have feen 
the Jews celebrated any where as remarkable artificets; I an 
therefore inclined to adopt an explanation of this word which 
I find in a note of the learned editor of Ancient Scottiſh Poem, 
p. 230. ; This joww, not this Jew, but this juggler or mag. 
„ Cian. The words to jowwk, to deceive, and jototery- fpau iu 
« jugaling tricks, are till in uſe. In Lord Hyndford's mf. p. 130 
« there is a fragment of a ſort of fairy tale, where Sch» i; lf 
% quene of jorvis means She is the queen of magicians,” —Ac 
cording to this explanation Jewwes werte may ſigniſy the wort 
of magicians or fairies. 

N. 13800. A charboucle] A carbuncle ſeſrarboucle, Fr.) wi 
a common bearing. Guillim*s Heraldry, p. tog. 

v. 13804. cuirbouly] cuir bouilli, of which Sir Topaſes bo 
were made, was alſo applied to many other purpoſes. Sec Fri; 
v. i. c. 110, 120, and v. iv. c. 19. In this laſt paſſage he 
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His helme of latoun bright, 
His ſadel was of rewel bone, 
His bridel as the ſonne ſhore, 
Or as the mone light. 

His ſpere was of fin cypres, 13810 
That bodeth werre and nothing pees, 
95 1 The hed ful ſharpe yground: 

= His ſtede was all dapple gray, 

It goth an aumble in the way 
Ful ſoftely and round || in Jonde——— 13815 
Lo, Lordes min, here is a fit, 
If ye wol ony more of it 
To telle it wol 1 fond. 

Now hold your mouth pour charitee 
Bothe knight and lady fre, 3820 
And herkeneth to my ſpell; 


$4 +4 
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80h Of bataille and of cheva'rie, 

ve been Ol ladies love and druerie, 

s ; 1 a WW Anon I wol you tell. 

1 the Saracens covered their targes with * cur houlli de cha- 


* ace, ou nul fer ne peut prendre n'attacher; ſi le cuir wet 
« trop Echaufe.” 

V. 13507, rewel bone} What kind of material this was I pro- 
fe's myſelf quite ipnorant. In the Turna . of Tortonbomyver.7s, 
[Anc. Poet. v. ii. p. 18.] Tibby is introduced with a garland 
on her head full of ruell boner. The derivation in Glo. Urry. of 
With 's word from the Fr. ri9/s, diverſſe coloured, has rot the leatt 
ability. The other, which deduces it from the Fr. rouelle, 
atuta, the whiribone or kneepan. is more plauſible, though, 
the gloſfariſt obſerves, that renſe will hardly ſuit here. 

F. 13523. Of {adijes le and fr :rif) 1 have taken the H. 
erty here of departing from the mil, which read 
And of lzdles love nere. 
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Men ſpeken of romaunces of pris, 13825 
Of Hornchild and of Ipotis, 
Of Bevis and Sire Guy, 
Of Sire Libeux and Pleindamour, 
But Sire Thopas he bereth the flour 
Of real chevalrie. 13830 
His goode ſtede he al beſtrode, 
And forth upon his way he glode 
As ſparcle out of bronde ; 
Upon his creſt he bare a tour, 
And therin ſtiked a lily flour; 13335 
God ſkilde his corps fro ſhonde! 


Upon ſecond thoughts I am more inclined to throw out lo 
as a gloſs for druerie, and to read thus; 

And of ladics druerie. 
Drucrie is ſtrangely explained in Gloſſ. Urr. ſobriety, modef'y : 
it means courtſhip, gallantry. 

Þ. 13928, Of Sire Libeux] His romance is in mf. cott. Cal. ul. 
In the 12th ſtanza we have his true name and the reaſon of it. 
King Arthur ſpeaks ; 

Now clepeth him alle thus, 
I. y Beau Deſconus, 

For the love of me, 

Than may ye wete arowe, 
7 be favre unknowe 


Certcs ſo batte he. 
Ibid. Pleindamour}] This is the reading of the mſſ. and I know 


not xy we ſhould change it for Blandamour, as both names 
ſound equally well. 
V. 13833. A ſparcle] The ſame fimile is in {ſumbras, fol, 
1 30, b.; 
'ne ſpronge forth, as ſparke on If. of ] giede. 


Glode in the preceding verſe is probably ſor glowde, glowes, 


irum the Sax. giowan, candere. 
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And for he was a knight auntrous 
He n'olde flepen in non hous, 
But liggen in his hood; 
His brighte helm was his wanger, 13840 
And by him baited his deſtrer 
Of herbes fin and good. 
Himſelf drank water of the well, 
As did the knight Sire Percivell 
So worthy under wede, 13845 
Til on a day — 


PROLOGUE TO MELIBEUS, 


N o more of this for Goddes dignitee, 

Qued our Hoſte, for thou makeſt me 

So wery of thy veray lewedneſſe, 

That al ſo wiſly God my ſoule bleſſe 13850 


v. 13844. Sire Percivell] The romance of Perceval le Ga- 
lois, or de Galis, was compoſed in oftoſyllable French verſe by 
Chreſtein de Troyes, one of the oldeſt and beſt French roman- 
cers before the year 1191. Fauchet, I. ii. c. x. It conſiſ ed of 
above ſixty thouſand verſes, [Bibl. des Rom. t. ii. p. 250. fo 
that it would be ſome trouble to find the fat which is proba- 
bly here alluded to. The romance under the fame title in 
French proſe, printed at Paris 1 5 30, fol. can be only anabridge- 
ment, I ſuppoſe, of the original poem. 

V. 13845. So worthy under ved] This phraſe occurs re- 
peatedly in the romance of Emare ; | 

fol. 70. b. Than ſayde that worthy untber wede. 


— 74. b. The childe was worthy untber wede, 
Aud ſate upon a nobyl ftede. 


See alſo fol. 7 t, b. 73, 2. 
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Min eres aken of thy drafty ſpeche, 

Now ſwiche a rime the devil i beteche; 

This may wel be rime dogerel, quod he. 
Why ſo? quod 1; why wolt thou letten me 


More of my Tale than an other man, 13855 


Sin that it is the beſte rime Lean! 
By God, quod he, for plainly at o word 
Thy drafty riming is not worth a tord: 
Thou doſt nought elles but diſpendeſt time. 
Sire, at o word thou ſhalt no lenger rime. 13860 
Let ſee wher thou canſt tellen ought in geſte, 
Or tellen in proſe ſomwhat at the leſte 


v. 13852. the devil I heteche] I betake (recommend or give) 

to the devil. See ver. 3745. ; 
My foule betake I unto Sat han 
and ver. 8037, 17256, where the prepoſition is omitted as here. 
T9 tate, in our old language, is allo uſed for te rake ta, t pie, 
See ver. 13334- 3 
He tote me certain gold, I wote it wel. 

And compare ver. 13224, 13286.— Thie change of betake into 
bet:che was not ſo great a licenſe formerly as it would be now, 
aschand{tſeemoncetohavebeenpronounced in nearly the ſame 
manner. See ver. 3307, 8,11, 12, where red is made torhyme 
to chercbe and clerk. It may be obſerved too that the Saxons 
had but one verb, tecan, to ſignify capere and do.ere ; and 
though our anceſtors, even before Chaucer's time, had (pitt 
that hngle verb into two, to tale and 75 teche, and had diſin- 
gu hed each from the other by a diffcrent mad: of infievion, 
yet the compound verb betake, which acrording to that nde 
o Hexion ouglit to have ſormed , paPt time lee formed 
it n, believe, beraught, as iſ no ſuch dif:ncton had been 
el umed. See R. R. ver. 4438.; Gamelyn, 666. Thie regular 
pal! time betete occurs in ver. 16099, 
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in which ther be ſom mirthe or ſom doctrine. 
Gladly, quod i; by Goddes ſwete pine 

wol you tell a litel thing in proſe 13865 

That oughte liken you, as I ſuppoſe, 

Or elles certes ye be to dangerous. 

It is a moral Tale vertuous, 

Al be it told ſomtime in ſondry wiſe 

Of ſondry folk, as | ſhal you deviſe. 13870 
As thus; ye wot that every evangeliſt 

That telleth us the peine of Jeſu Criſt 

Ne ſaith not alle thing as his felaw doth; 

But natheles hir ſentence is al ſoth, 

And alle accorden as in hir ſentence, 13875 

Al be ther in hir telling difference; 

For ſom of hem ſay more and ſom ſay leſſe 

Whan they his pitous paſſion expreſſe; 

mene of Mark and Mathew, Luke and John, 

But douteles hir ſentence is all on. 13880 

Therfore, Lordinges all, I you beſeche, | 

If that ye thinke I vary in my ſpeche, 

As thus, though that | telle ſom del more 

Of proverbes than ye han herde before 

Comprehended in this litel tretiſe here, 13885 

To entorcen with the effect of my matere, 

And though | not the ſame wordes ſay ay 

As ye han herde, yet to you alle I pray 1 


v. 1289. I mene of Mark and Matheto] The conjunction 100 
and has been added for the ſake of the metre without autho- | ö 1 
tity, and perhaps without neceſſity, as Mark was probably writ- "vl 
ten by Chaucer Marte, and pronounced as a ditiyllabie. | (| | ; 


130 THE TALF-OF MELIBPY!S, 


— 


Elameth me not, for as in my ſentence 


Shu! ye nowher hᷣnden no difference 13890 
Fre the ſentence of thilke tretiſe lite 

Atter the which this mery Tale | write; 

Aud therfore herkeneth what I ſhal ſay, 

And let me tellen all my Tale I pray. 13894 


THE TALE OF MELIBEUS. 


A Yorge man called Melibeus, mighty and riche be- 
gate upon his wif that called was Prudence a doughter 
which that called was Sophie. 

Upen « day befell that he for his diſport is went 
into the feides him to playe. His wif and eke his 
doughter hath he left within his hous, of which the 
dores weren faſt yſhette. Foure of his olce foos han it 
eſpied, and ſetten ladders to che walles of his hous, 
and by the windowes ben entred, and beten his wif, 
and wounded his doughter with five mortal woundes 
in five ſondry places; this is to ſay, in hire feet. in hire 
hondes, in hire eres, in hire noſe, and in hire mouth, 
and leſten hire for dede, and wenten away. 


The Tale of Melibeus] Prudence, the diſcreet wife of Melibeus, 
perſuadeth her huſband to patience, ard to ice his enemies 
to mercie and grace. ATale full of moralitie, wherein both high 
and low may learne to governe their aſſections. SpegÞr. 

The Tale of Melibeus] Mr. Thomas has obſerved that this Tale 
ſeems to have been written in blank verſe. [MY. notes upon ch. 
ed. Hrr. in Brit. Muf.] It is certa'n that i the former part of it 
we find a number of blank verſes intermived in a much greater 
proportion than in any of oui Author's other proſe writings, but 
this poetical ſtyle is not, I think, remarkable beyond the irt 
four or five pages. 


W 
ſey al 
cluthe 

Pry 
him ot 
to crie 

This 
ſentenc 
medie « 
ſtourbe; 
til ſhe h 
than ſha 

lire tor 
toltinte. 
Ired hire 
tun ſpac 
him in th 
Ye yourſe 
eth not t 
Youre do 
and elcape 
dede, ye n 


* the ſente 
Mis mat 
Flere Ve! 

It would be 8 
Naccs of all x 
tue, I ſhall th 
4 Cv pailages 


cus, 
wies 
high 


Tale 
n Ch. 
t of it 
ester 
8. but 


ic firſt 


THE TALE OF MELIBEUS, 131 


Whan Melibeus retorned was into his hous, and 
ſey al this meſchief. he like a madman rending his 
cluthes gan to wepe and crie. 

Prudence his wit, as ter forth as ſhe dorſte, beſought 
him of his weping for to ſtint : but not forthy he gan 
to crie and wepen ever lenger the more. 

This noble wif Prudence temembred hire upon the 
ſentence of Ovide®, in his book that cleped is'the Re- 
medic of Love, wheras he ſaith, He is a fool that di- 
ſtourbeth the moder towepe in the deth of hire childe 
til ſhe have wept hire fille, as for a certain time; and 
than ſhal a man don hisdiligence with amiable wordes 
hire to reconforte, and preye hire of hire weping for 
toltinte. For which reſon this noble wit Prudence ſuſ- 
fred hire houſbond for to wepe and crie as for a cer- 
tun ſpace, and whan ſhe ſaw hire time ſhe ſayde to 
him in this wiſe : Alas! my Lord, quod ſhe, why make 
ye yourſelf for to be like a fool? forſothe it appertein- 
eth not to a wiſe man to maken ſwiche a ſorwe. 
Youre doughter with the grace of God ſhal wariſh 
and eſcape. And al were it ſo that ſhe right now were 
cede, ye ne ought not as for hire deth youreſelf to de- 


* the ſentence of Ovide) Rem. Am. 125. 
Wis matrem, niſi mentis inops, in funere nati 
Flere vetet ! &.. 


It would be a laborious and thankleſs taſk to point out the exact 
paces of all the quotations which are made uſe of in this trea- 
tue, I [hall therefore confine my obſervations of that kind to 


a ſe pailapes, which arc taken from authors not commonly to 
be met with. 
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ſtroye. Senek ſaith, The wife man ſhal not take to 
gret diſcomfort for the deth of his children, but certes 
he ſhulde ſuffren it in patience, as wel as he abideth 
the deth of his owen propre perſone. 

This Melibeus anſwered anon and faide; What 
man (quod he) ſhulde of his weping {inte that hath 
ſo gret a cauſe for to wepe? Jeſu Criſt our Lord him- 
{elf wepte for the deth pf Lazarus his frend. Prudence 
anſwered; Certes wel I wote attempre weping is no- 
thing defended to him that ſorweful is among folk in 
ſorwe, but it is rather graunted him to wepe. The a- 
poſtle Poule unto the Romaines writeth, Man ſhal 
rejoyce with hem that maken joye, and wepen with 
ſwiche folk as wepen. But though attempre weping 
be ygranted, outrageous weping certes is defended, 
Meſure of weping ſhulde be conſidered after the lore 
that techeth us Senck. Whan that thy frend is dede 
(quod he) let not thin eyen to moiſte ben of teres ne 
to muche drie ; although the teres comen to thin eyen 
let hem not falle. And whan thou haſt ſorgon thy 
frend do diligence to get agrin another frend ; and 

this is more wiſdom than for to wepe for thy frend 
which that thou haſt lorne, for therin is no bote. And 
therſore if ye governe you by ſapience put away ſorwe 
out of youre herte. Remembreth you that Jeſus Sirak 
ſayth, A man that is joyous and glad in herte it him 
conferveth floriſhing in his age; but ſothly a ſor we- 
ful herte makerh his bones drie. He ſaith cke thus 
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that ſorwe in herte ſleeth ful many a man. Salomon 
ſayth, chat right as mout hes in the ſhepes ecſe andien 
to the clothes, and the ſmiale wormes to the tree, right 
ſo anoreth ſorwe to the herte of man; wherforc us 
ought as wel in the deth of oure children as in the loſte 
of oure goodes temporel have patience. 

Remembre you upon the patient Job; v han he hadde 
loſt his children aud his temporel ſubſtaunce, and ia 
his body endured and received ful many a grevous tri- 
bulation, vet ſayde he thus; Oure Lord hath veve it 
to me, oure Lord hath berafr it me; right as oure 
Lord hath wold right fo is i: don; ybleited be the 
name of oure Lord. Tothiſc forefaide thinges anſwer- 
ed Melibeus unto his wif Prudence: All thy wordes 
(quod he) beu trewe, and therto profitable, but trewe- 
ly min herte is troubled with this ſorwe fo gre vouſly 
that | n'ot what to don. Let calle (quod Prudence) 
thyn trewe frendes alle, aud thy linage, which that ben 
wiſe, and telleth to hem your cas, and herkeneth what 
they ſaye in conſeilling, and governc you after hir ſen- 
tence. Salomon ſaĩth, Werke all thinges by conſcil and 
thou ſhalt never repente. 

Than by conſeil of his wif Prudence this Melibeus 
let callen a gret congregation cf folk, as ſurgiens, 
phiſiciens, olde folk and yonge, and fom of his olde 
enemies reconciled (as by hir ſemblant) to his love and 
to his grace; and therwithal ther comen formic of nis 
ne io heboures that diden him reverence more for drede 
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than for love, as it happeth oft: ther comen alſo ful 
many ſubtil flaterers, and wiſe advocats lerned in the 
lawe. 

and whan thiſe folk togeder aſſembled weren this 
Melibeus in ſorweful wiſe ſhewed hem his cas, and 
by ths manere of his ſpeche it ſemed that in herte he 
bare a cruel ire, ready to don vengeaunce upon his 
bos, and ſodeinly deſired that the werre ſhulde be- 
ginne, but natheles yet axed he his conſeil upon this 
matere. A ſurgien, by licence and aſſent of ſwiche as 
weren wiſe, up role, aud unto Mehbeus ſayde as ye 
moun here. 

Sire, (quod he) as to us ſurgiens apperteineth that 
we do to every Wight the beſte that we can, wher as we 
Ven withholden, and to our patient that we do no da- 
mage, wherfore it happeth many time and ofte that 
whan twey men han everich wounded other o fame 
ſurgien heleth hem both, whertore unto our art it is 
not pertinent to norice werre, ne parties to ſupporte: 
but certes as to the wariſhing of youre doughter al 
be it ſo that perilouſiy ſhe be wounded, we ſhuln do ſo 
ententiſ behneſſe fro day to night, that with the grace 
of God ſhe ſhel be hole and ſound as ſone as is poſlible, 
Aimoſt right in the ſame wiſe the phiſiciens anſwer- 
den, ſave that they laiden a fewe wordes more; that 
right as maladies ben cured by hir contraries, right 
mal men wariſhe werte.! lis neigheboures ſul of envie 
Lis !cinacd freades that femed reconciled, and his flat 
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ers, maden ſemblant of weping, and empeired and a- 
gregged muchel of this matere, in preyling gretly le- 
libee of might, of power, of richeſſe, and of frendes, 
deſpiſing the power of his adverſaries, and ſaiden out- 
rely that he anon ſhulde wrekea him on his ſoos, and 
beginnen werre. 

Up roſe than an advocat that was wiſe, by leve and 
by conſeil of other that were wile, and ſayde; Lord- 
inges, the nede for the which we ben aſſenibled in this 
place is a ful hevie thing, and an heigh materc, be- 
cauſe of the wrong and of the wikkedneſſe that hath 
be don, and eke by reſon of the grete damages that in 
time coming ben poſſible to fallen for the ſame cauſe, 
and eke by reſon of the gret richeſſe and power of the 
parties bothe, for the which reſons it were a ful gret 
peril to erren in this matere: wherfore, Melibeus, thi: 
is oure ſentence : we conieille you, aboven alle thing, 
that right anon thou do thy diligence in keping of thy 
propre perſone in ſwiche a wile that thou ne want non 
eſpie ne watche thy body for to ſave; and aſter that 
we conſe:lle that in thin hous thou ſette ſuſſiſantgar- 
niſon, ſo that they moun as wel thy body as thy hous 
defende : but certes for to meeven werre, ne ſodenly 
for to do vengeaunce, we moun not deme in fo litel 
time that it were profitable; wherfore we axenleiſer 
and ſpace to have deliberation in this cas to deme; for 
the comune proverhe ſaĩth thus, He that ſone demeth 
fone ſhal repente; and eke men ſain that thilke juge 
M ij 
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is wile that ſone underſtondeth a matere and jugeth 
by I-iſer + for al he it fo that al tarying be anoiful, 
algates it is not to repreve in yeving of jugement, ne 
in vengeance taking, whan it is ſufſiſant and reſonable: 
and that ſhewed our Lord Jeſu Criſt by enfample, for 
whan that the woman that was taken in advoutrie 
was brought in his preſence, to knowen what ſhuld he 
don with hire per{one, al be it that he wiſt wel him- 
ſelf what that he wolde anſwere, yet ne wolde he not 
anſwere ſodeinly, but he wolde have deliberation, and 
in the ground he wrote twies: and by thiſe cauſes we 
axen deliberation, and we ſhuln than by the grace of 
God coricitie the thing that ſhal be pro Table. 
Up#criethan the yonge folk at ones, and the moſt 
partie ot that compagnie han ſcorned this olde wiſe 
man, and begonnen to make noiſe, and ſaiden; Right 
fo as while that iren is hot men ſhuide ſmite, right ſo 
men ſhuln do wreken hir wronges while that they ben 
freſhe and newe: and with loude voys they criden 
Werte]! werre! Up roſe tho on of thiſe olde wiſe, and 
with his hand made countenaunce that men ſhald 
holde hem ſtille and ye ve him audience. Lordinges, 
(quod he) ther is ſul many a man that crieth Werre 
werre! that wote ful litel what werre amountcth, 
Werre at his beginning hath fo gret an entring and 
fo large, that every wight may enter whan him liketh, 
and lightly find werre; but certes what end that fhal 
befalle it is not light to know: for fothly whan that 
werre is ones begonne there is ful many a child ut 
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borne of his moder that ſhal ſterve yong by cauſe of 
thilke werre, other elles live in ſorwe, and dien in 
wretchedneſſe; and therfore or that any werre be be- 
gonne men muſt have gret conſeil and gret delibera- 
tion. And whan this olde man wende to enſorcenhis 
tale by reſons, wel nie alle at ones hegonne they to 
riſe for to breken his tale, and bidden lym ful oft his 
wordes for to abregge; for ſothly he that precheth to 
hem that liſten not heren his wordes his ſermon hen 
anoieth; for Jeſus Sirak ſayth that muſike in weping 
is a noious thing: this is to ſayn, as muche availleth 
to ſpeke heſorn folk to which his ſpeche anoieth as to 
ſinge beforne him that wepeth. And whan this wiſe 
man faw that him wanted audience al ſhamefaſt he 
ſette him doun agein; for Salomon ſaith, Theras thou 
ne mayſt have non audience enforce theenot to ſpehe. 
Iſce wel (quod this wiſe man) that the comune pro- 
verbeisſoth, that good conſeil wanteth whan it is moſt 
nede. 

Vet had this Melibeus in his conſcil many folk that 
prively in his ere conſcilled him certain thing, and 
conſeilled him the contrarv ingeneral audience. Whan 


Melibeus had herd that the greteſt partic of his con- 


eil were accorded that he ſhulde make werre, anon 


Pe conſented tohire conſeilling, and ſully aſſermed hir 


cntence, Than Dame Prudence, whaa that ſhe ſav- 
ow that hire hoſbonde ſhone him for to awreke him 
n his ſo0s, and to beginne xerre, fhe in ful humble 
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wiſe, whar ſhe {av hire time, ſayde him theſe wordes: 
My Lord, (quodthe) | you beſeche, as hertly as I dare 
and cay, ne haſte you not to faſte, and ſor alle guerdons 
as ye ve me audience; for Piers Alphonſe ſ ſayth, Who 


+ Piers Alphonſe] He calls himfelf Petrus Alfunſ in his D:a/9- 
ers contra ud os, mi. Harl. 3861. He there informs us that he 
was himſe'f originally a Jew, but converted and baptized in the 
year 1106, in July, die natalis Arp. Petri ei Fauli, wpon which 
account he took the name ot Peter; “ Fuit autem pater meus 
* ſpirftuails Munſis, glorioſus Hiſpanie Imperator.“ (tlie ficſt 
Ning of Arragon of that name and the feventh of Caſtile 
« quare, nnen ejus prefato nomini eo zpponens, Perris A. 
un mihi nomen impoſui.“ After his converſion he wrote 
the dialogue above-mentioned, and alſo another work which 
is here quoted by Chaucer, and of which therefore! think my- 
ſell obliged to give ſome account. it is cxrant in mf. in many 
Iibraries, but the only copy which 1 have had an opportunity 
of examining is in the Muſrum, B,. Rep. 10 H. vill : it is there 
entitled Petri Adeifonſi ae Clerical difcipime, and begins thus; 
Dixit Fetrus Adelſonſus, ſervus compoſitor hujvs li- 

*« hri—Libellum compegt partim ex proverbirs et caftigatio» 
** nibus Arabicis et fabulis et verſibus, et partim ex animatium 
cet volucrum fimilitudinibus.” —After a ſhort proem he en- 
ters thus upon his main ſubject; Fboc igirur philoſophus, qui 
** lingua Arabici cognominatur dr: dixit filio ſuu; Timor 
Domini fit tua negotiatio,” W'c.—- The work then proceeds 
in the form of a dialogue between the philoſopher and his ſon, 
in which the precepts of the former are for the moſt part ill u- 
rated by appoſite fables and examples. Faris (according to 
1 Horbelat, in v.) was the name of Enoch among the Arabians, 
who attribute to him many fabulous compoſitions. Whether 
Alfonfus had any of them in his viewI know not, nor is it ma- 
terial : the manner and ſtyle of his work ſhew both many marks 
of an caſtern original, and one of his ſtories Of a trick put upon 


a thief is entirely taken from the Calilah u Damnab *, a cele- , 


Though the exact age of the Calilab u Damnar he by no means 
clear, we know that it was tranſlaced out of Arabick into Greek by SY 
mcon Seth ſeveral years before Alfonſus wrote, Ihe fiory meationed 
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ſo that doth to thee outher good or harme haſte thee 
not to quite it, for in this wile thy frend wol abide, and 


brated collection of oriental apologues. in this part of the 
world, however, Alfonſus may be conſidered as anoriginalwrit- 
er, Ris work was very early tranſlated into French verſe. In 
an old copy, mf. Reg. 16 E. viii. the tranſlation is entitled Pro- 
derbet Peres Anforſe ; and there is a ſhort introduction by the 
tranſlator, in which he ſays, ** Voil Peres Anfore tranſlater.“— 
In a later copy, mf. Bod. 1687, the introduction is omitted, but 
the poem is entitled Le Romauns Peres Aunfour coment il aprift 
et chaftia ſun fils belement.---In another copy, mi. Harl. 4388, 
there is neither introduction nor title, ſo that by the mere omiſ- 
fions of tranſcribers the French tranſlation has put on the ap- 


pearance of an original work, and is quoted as ſuch by M. le 


here is not in that copy of Symeon's tranflation which Starkius has 
printed under the title of Specimen Sapientie Indorum, Rerolin 1697, 
Bro, but it is in mſ. Rod. 510, and in the Lat. verfion of Symeon's book 
which Pouſſin publiſhed by way of Appendix to the hiſtory of Pachyme- 
res, inter Script. Hiſt. Ryz.ant. The various titles under which this caft. 
ern romance has p=iTed through Europe may be ſeen in the preface of 
Starkius, and in Fahr. Rib. Gr. vi. 460, and x. 314, though neither of 
them has taken notice of an Italian tranſiation or imitation by Firen- 
zulo, entitled Dijſcorf degli animaii. See his Proſe, Fir. 1548. The other 
Italian verſion, which they mention, by Doni, was fran{lated into Eng- 
u under the title of The Moral Philoſophy of Doni out of Italian by Sir 
Thomas North Knight, 4to, 1601, { Ames, p. 435, I and is alluded to, I 
ſuppoſe, by Jonſon in his Epicene, p. 494, bye the name of Done“ Phi- 
laſaahe, though he has made the ſpeaker Sir Am. La-Foolk{ whether de- 
henedly or not I am wuncertain) confounds it with Reynard the Fox. 
Since they wrote there has deen an ed. at Paris in 1724 with this title, 
Contes ot fables Indiennes, de Bidpei it de Jetman, traduites 11 Ali Tche- 
Iebi. Ben Sallh, Autrur Tart. Oruure poftinime. par M. Galland. The 
words et d Lokmon in this title I ſuſpec? to have been added by the 
bookſeller, for 1 cannot find any thing of Lokman in the work itſelf. 
Perhaps M. Galland might hase intended to annex the fables of Lok. 
man, but was prevented by death. For the reſl, there is no material dif. 
ference between this edition and a former French verſion, which was 
made from the Ferſick, and printed in 1698, except in the ftyle: they 
bend Giffer very eonfifterably from the Greek. I will joft take ro- 
tive #hat one of the fables in the Greek, p. 444, hes been inſerted (hot 
with great variations) by Matthew Paris in his Hiſtory, ad ann. 1195, 
as a parable Which Rich. I. after his return from the caſt was eſcd fre- 
guenily to relate ingrates redargiurtiide. 
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thinenemie ſhal the lenger live in drede. The proverbe 
ſayth, He haſteth wel that wileiy can abide; and in 
wikked haſt is no proſite. 


Comte de Caylus in his Memoire fir les Fabliaux, Mad. dos Inf, 
t. xx. p. 361,] under tlie general title of Ze cha oiement dit gere 
au fils. The fable 6f the Sheep, of which M. de Caylus has there 
given an abitract, is in the Latin Alfonſus, fab. ix. I wil! add, 
that the ſame fable, in the Cento Nowelle Antiche, N. XXX. is ſa- 
thered upon uno nowellatore di mefer Azzolino ; and Cervantes, 
changing the ſheep for goats, has put it into the mouth of San- 
cho, Don Quix. p. I. c. xx. Cervantes indeed has allo altered 
the application of it, but I think not for the better, — I am 
inclined to believe that Hebers, the author or tranſlator of the 
French romance called Dolopatos, in the beginning of the 13th 
century, had read this work of Alfonſus perhaps before it was 
tranilated into French. 't he ſtory of the ſtone thrown into the 
well, Decameron, vii. 4, which Fauchet ſuppoſes Boccace to 
have taken from Hebers, is in Alfonſus, fab. xi.: it is not in the 
Greek Syntipas +, which I imagine to have been the ground- 


+ The only copy which I have ever ſeen of Syntipas is in mi. Kal. 
<500. I ſhovId gueſs that it agreed in fubſtance with that which Du 
Cange made ute of in his Gl:ferium Med. et Inf. Cracitatir, {lee his 
Index Auttorum, p. 33, thovyh it ſeems to be of 2 laier age and 11 4 
more depraved dialect. They differin this, that the Harlcian copy is ſaid 
to have been tranſlated from the Periick [270 T ferig ung 31 115 
Pwugx,yny yAwTlAaN, | and Du Cange's from the Syriack ( Zu- 
pio x vg gi Nu, og tt At αννπ¹,— ñSανι, ths Thy Exnado youre 
Jav. However, 1 would not vouch that it really was tranſlated either 
ſrom the Periick or 5yriack. Among the oriental mil. in the Bogen 
library the catalogue mentions one in Turkiſh, [Aew! nſon, 34,1 De 
nuxore Chafikini Turcar um regis et filis, which I ſuſycct to contain ths 
ſame Rory, tranſlated perhaps from the Greek or frum the Italian £74 
fo. Syntipas is ſuid to nave been printed at Venice, Lingue C7 
ca vuleari, Fabric. Bibl. Gr. x. 515. How far that edition may agree 
with the liarlcian mi. 1 cannot ſay, having never ſeen it: tan 
the mf. only it ſeems probable that if Syntipas was the groungw ors t 
the Dolopatos Hebers mull have debarted as much from his or: 21194 
the ſucceeding compilers of Zo epi Sexes ant of I als have [runs 16 
bers, Neither the nory mentioncd in the text, nor i EEE others“ 
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This Melibee anſwered unto his wif Prudence; | 
purpoſe not (quod he) to werken by thy conſeil for 


; work of the Dolopatos, and therefore I preſume that it was in- 

ſerted by Hebers, (or the monk whoſe Latin he tranſlated) and 
_ £ poſſibly from Alſonſus, at leaſt it is not more probable that Buc- 
| = cace ſhould take it from Hebers than from Altonſus, with whoſe 
CI% 'y . 
os ol work he appears to have been well acquainted, One of his no- 
of | vels, Decam. vii. 6, is plainly copied from thence, tab. viii. and 
87. i his celebrated novel of the two friends 'Tito and Giſippo, De- 
9147 &, 2 n Rn = 
e, an. x. 8, is borrowed, with hardly any variation except in the 
* names of perſons and places, from the ad of Alfonſus, or, which 
den i is the ſame thing, from the G Romanorum , into which col- 
Il am ol Feuchet refers to as borroved by Boccace from Hebers, viz. Decam. 
the 4 Iii. 2, and viii. 8, ace to be found in the mY. Syntipas. On the other hand 
uh the fory in The Decam. vii. G, which is ſaid in the text to be probably 
| * copied from Alfonſus, is alſo in Syntipas, though from the fhlence of 
t was ranchet we may preſume that it was not in the Dolopatos.— The plan 
to the 1 Cyntipas is exactly the lame, with that of Ze /ept Sages, the Italian 
ace to Lata, the French Eraſe, and our little flory-book The Seven gui Ha- 
in the WW”, except that inſtead of Diocleſian of Rome the king is called Cyrus 
n | Perſia, and infiead of one tale cach of the philoſophers tells two. {his 
round- ail C:rcumfiance is an argument, I think, for the originality of Synti- 


, and another may be drawa from the infipidity of the greateſt part 
nde tales. The only one of them which, 2s 1 remember, is retained 
the modern Eraltas is that uf the knight who in a fit of grorndieſs 


1. Hart. 
hich Du 


{ſee ds Non killed a faithful dog, Era, ch. F. It is plainly borrowed from 
and * Rory in the Calitch u Dam va, p. 339 of the Gr. tranflation, though 
53 = 7 e inflend of a dog; the animal is called NVAen, by ſome miſtake, as 
PREY ig (et, of the tranſlator. There is 2 tranſition of this romonce, 
(70 27 ö Erin oftofy lane verſe, not later than Chancer's time, as I ima- 
oY 0ee7® n mf. Cotton, Galba, E. ix. It is entitled The Proces of the Seven 


"1, and agrees exactly with Les ſet Sages de Rome in French proſe in 
Harl. 3890. 

The title in the printed copies is Ex H, Romanarum biteric no- 
ues collect; de viciis viriutibuſgue tratiantes ; cum applicalionibis 
alſatis el myſiicts. The author of this range work is quite unknown, 
5 it ealy to fix with preciſion the time of its compoſition. Upon 


ted either 
. Boe 
107 31, 1 
entain 4 
alian / 


ngud C14 whole I have no du that it is of a later date than Alfonſus, un. 
nay are beginning of the 121 , N 
nit SEMIN? Of The 12th century, and I mould rueſs that it was com- 


dee of " . 4 4 
to judge 0 waut the end of that century, or the beginning of the 17th, 


e covplets of Enz!ifh verſes in ch. 68, and ſome Engliſh names in 
26, which we th he frond in ſeveral o mill. (the farmer ch. being 
aumbered 111, and the latter xxviit,) though they bave been left 
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feill 
aſſir 
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many cauſes and reſons, for certes every wight wold 
hold me than a fool; this is to ſayn, if I for thy con- 


lection, aſter a time, almoſt all the beſt fables of Alfonſus were 


! 
incorporated. This laſt circumitance, though certainly very * 


ſor in 
Rory ( 
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and oj 
The A. 
had fir 
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out of the editt. afford a reaſonable ground for conjecturing that one of 
our countrymen was the author.— As it continued to be a poptlar book 
at thetimecf the invention of printing it was very early put to the preſs, 
and ſeveral editt. of it were publiſhed in different places before the year 
I 500. Theearl:iefteditt. that I have ſeen agree together exactly, and con. 
tain 152 chapters. I he edit. at Rouen in 1521contains 181 chapters,ibe 
Hillory of Apollonius Tyrius being the firſt of the additional chapten 
[sce Diſcourſe, Tc. n. 16.) In mſſ. Harl. 2270 and 5259, which ar: 


both ſeemingly complete, the number of chapters does not exceed 102; Rice to 
2nd yet notwithftanding there are ſo wany more ſtories in the printer ſerting 
books there are fill ſeveral in the mff. which 1 apprehend have nete and oft] 
been printed. [See a note upon the plot of Shakeſpeare's Merchant d turned 
Venice, with the ſignature of T. T. vol. iii. p. 224, and an additive brands 
to it in {ppendix ii. Sce alſo a note of Mr. Farmer's in the ſme 15 anſlat 
pendix, where he mentions his having found the ſtory of the Caſkets ® e, * 
an old tranſlation of the Ge/ta Romanerum firſt printed by Winkin & nce : 1 
Worde. As he ſays nothing of the flory ef the Bund, we may prefus: ber the 
(from the knownaccuracy of Mr. Farmer's reſearches) that it is notcn - 
tained in that tranſlation. It has been ſaid above that ſeveral of !! eon, x. 
fables in the Gefta Romanorum are taken from Alfonſus. I he auth from Al 
has alſo borrowed from tne Calilab ui Damnab, by the help I ſuppoſe & been 
ſome Latin tranſlation from the Greek of $ymeon Seth. The org! entivned 
of the greateſt part of his ſtories are not ſocaſy 15 be traced ; I ſpeal un, p. 
thoſe which are found in the ml. ; for of thoſe in the editt. many? Ch. 157 
plainly taken from well-known authors, ſome of which are quotes: Men fron 
name, as Aulus Gellius, Macrobius, Auguſtinus, Gervaſius Tilberies lentianed 
and others. — I will add here a few inſtances which occur to me 2 4 ch. gg, 
ſent of fories which writers of the 14th century have (or rather! "ps Me 
have) borrowed from the Geſta Romanorum ; for in ſome of the! N ed. of 81 
Rances it is poſſible that they may have had recourſe to the very d one, as tt 
from which the compiler of that work drew his materials. I ſhi! retract he 
the chapters as they are numbered in the edit. of 1521, and in mi. Founded T 
2270 Where reference is made to only one of theſe it ſhould be Paxclpeare 
derſtood that I have not obſerved that ſtory in the other.-Ch. 5 u, and 
go) iscopied by Gower, Conf. Amant. b. v. fol. 122. b,-Cb. 57, TY little a 
Inis ttory is in the Cents Novelle Antiche, nov. vi.Ch.G1 is 1067 Wer, hic 
Conf. Amant. b. iii. fol. 54. —Ch. 9. This is the Rory of theThrees Fumnation 
which has been ſ2id (but I think without any reaſon) to have bcen® Ucularize 
to Swift in his Tale of a Tub: it is in the C. V. A. nov. 71, 200" TOWed fro 
Decameron, 1, 3.—Cb. 109, There is a great fimilitude betwt® t ck. 20 CC 


fiory and one which is told in the C. N. A. nov. Gs, and in 14% 
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ſeilling wolde change thinges that ben ordeined and 
aſſirmed by ſo many wiſe men. Secondly, I ſay that 
all women ben wicke, and non good of hem all; for 


old 


con- 


ere honourable to Alſonſus, has been very prejudicial to his fame: 
y very for inſtance, a tranſlation, as I ſuppoſe, of his laſt mentioned 


one of 8 tory of the two friends is entitled, in a mſ. of Lydgate belong- 
at book ing to the late Dr. Aſkew, A Tale of two Marchants of Egypt 
he pre's, Bl and of Baldad, ex Geftis Romanorum, [Mr. Farmer's Notes on 
the yet 


The Merch. of Fen. laſt edit. of Shateſp. App. ii.] as if the tale 


nd con- a . r 
. had firit appeared in that work. However ſomebody, not long 
chapten Matter the invention of printing as I gueſs, did a little more ju- 


yhich de 
ceed 102 
he printe( 
24c nevd 
erchant (! 


ſtice to Alfonſus, by putting together his principal tales, and in- 
ſerting them, with his name, in a collection of the fables of Æſop 
and other eminent ſabuliſts in Latin. This collection was ſoon 
turned into French, and from that verſion Caxton made the 


in 2 tranſlation into Englith which has been mentioned in the Dij- 
— urſe, con. 22. Caxton's book has been reprinted more than 
Winki once : 1 have ſeen an edition of it in 1647, and I doubt whe+« 


ay prefcc her there has been one ſince. 


eds we eron, x. 1. See alſo Gower, Conf. Amant. b. v. fol. 96, 7.-Ch. 118 
* auth from Alfonſus : it is repeated ia the C. N. A. nov. 84.— Ch. 119 (mf. 102 
1 ſuppot a5 been verſified by Gower, Conf. Amant. b v. fol. 110, b. It has been 
"he org! zentioned in note , p. 138, as taken originally from the Sapientie In- 


4 1 ſpeak ou, p. 444—Ch. 124 (mf. 20) makes the laſt novel of the C. N. 4. 
5 Ch. 157 makes the 50th novel of the C. N. A. but it may have been 
en from Alfonſus.-Ch. 171 m. 55) is the flory of the two friends 
jentioned in the text.—Ch. 48, mf. contains the tory of the Catkets; 
d ch. 99, mi. that of the Bond, the two principal incidents in Shake. 
pcare's Merchant of Venice. It is ſaid in the additional note, App. ii. 
Red. of Shakeſp. that Ser Giovanni had worked up theſe two flories in- 
one, as they are in the play: but that is a miſtake which I beg leave 
retract here. The novel of Ser Giovanni ¶ Pecerone Giorn. iv. nov. 1,1 
ſounded vnly upon the flury of the Bond; it is probable therefore that 
paxeſpeare took the flory of the Caikecis from the Engliſh Gea Roma. 
rum, and ingrafted it upon the other. Ch. 98, mf. is copied with 
ry little alteration in the C. N. 4. nov. 68.-Many more ſtories in 
wer, which ſeem to be founded upon ancient hiſtory, will appear upon 
pmMination to be taken from this book. It would lead me ton far to 
uicularize thoſe which Lydzate, Occleve, and other later writers, have 
rowed from it; I will only mention, for the credit of the collection, 
ck. do contains the complete fable uf Parnell's Hermit. 
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of a thouſand men, faith Salomon, Ifoundo good man; 
but certes of alle women good woman found | never, 
And alſo, certes if | governed me by thy conſeil it 


ſhulde ſeme that | had yeve thee over me the maiſtrie; 


and God forbede that it ſo were; for ſeſus Sirak ſayth, 
that if the wif have the maiſtrie ſhe is contrarious to 
hire huſbond; and Salomon ſayt':, Never in thy lif to 
thy wit, ne to thy child, ne to thy frend, ne yeve no 
power over thyſelf; for better it were that thy chil- 
dren axe of thee thinges that hem nedeth than thou 
fee thy ſelf in the handes of thy children. And alſo if 
wol werche by thy conſcilling certes it muſt be fom- 
time ſecree, til it were time that it be knowen, and this 
ne may not be if I ſhulde be conſeilled by thee. ¶ For it 
is written +, The janglerie of women ne can no thing 
hide ſave that which they wote not ; after the phi- 
loſophre ſayth, In wikked conſcil women venquiſhen 
men: and for thiſe reſons I ne owe not to be conſcilled 
by thee.] | 

+ [For it is written, Sc. ] What is included between hooks is 
wanting in all the mil. which I have examined: it js plainly 
neceilary to the ſenſe, as it ſhews us what the fourth and 
ufth reaſons of Melibeus were to which Prudence replies: [ 
have therefure inſerted as literal a tranſlation as I imagine 
Chaucer might have made of the ſoilowing paſſage in the Fr, 
Melibee, mſ. Reg.19, C. vii.; Car i! eſt eſcript, la genglerie des 
femmes ne puet ricns celler fors ce qu'elle ne ſcet. Apris le 
* philoſophre dit, en mauvais cantcil les ſemmes vainquent 
les hommes, ct par ces caiſons je nc dois point uſer de ton 
* conſeil,” 
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Whan Dame Prudence, ful debonairly and with gret 
pacience, had herd all that hire houſbonde liked for to 
ſay, than axed the of him licence for toſpeke, and ſayde 
iu this wiſe: My Lord, (quod ſhe) as to your firſt re- 
fon it may lightly ben anſwerd, for I ſay that it is no 
folie to chaunge conſeil whan the thing is chaunged, 
cr elles whan the thing ſemeth otherwiſe than it ſe- 
med afore. And moreover, | ſay though that ye have 
ſworne and behight to per forme your empriſe, and ne- 
vertneles ye weive to performe thilke fame empriſe 
by juſt cauſe, men ſhuld not ſay therſore ye were a 
lyet ne forſworn; for the book ſayth that the wiſe 
man maketh no leſing whan he turneth his corage for 
the better. And al be it that your empriſe be eſtabliſh» 
ed and ordeined by gret multitude of folk, yet thar you 
not accompliſh thilke ordinance but you liketh, fer 
the trouthe of thinges and the proſit ben rather foun- 
den in fewe folk that hen wiſe and ful of reſon than 
by gret multitude of folk ther every man cryeth and 
clattereth what him liketh ; ſorhly ſwiche multitude 
is not honeſt. As to the ſecond reſon, wheras ye ſay 
that alle women ben wicke; fave your grace, certes 
ye deſpiſe alle women in this wiſe, and he that all de- 
ſpileth, as ſaith the book, all deſpleſeth. And Senck 
Faith, that who ſo wol have ſupience ſnal no man diſ- 
preĩſe, but he ſhal gladly teche the ſcience that ke cam 
without prefumprion or pride, and ſwiche thinges as 
he nonght can he ſhal not ben aſhamed to lere hem, 


N 
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and to enquere of leſfe folk than himſelf. And, Sire, F 
that ther hath ben ful many a good woman may Fx 
lightly be preved; for certes, Sire, our Lord Jeſu Criſt Þ Py 
n olde never han de ſcended to be borne of a woman if * 
all women had be wicked; and after that for the gret 4 
bountee that is in women our I. ord qeſu Criſt whan pi 
he was riſen from deth to lit appered rather to a wo- BY me 
man than to his apoſtles. And though that Salomon aeg 
ſayde he found never no good woman, it folweth not you 
ther fore that all women be wicked; for though that my 
he ne ſound no good woman, certes many another man ue 
hath founde many a woman ful good and trewe: or BY Heere 
elles, peraventure, theentent of Salomon was this, that 5 whe! 
in ſoveraine bountec he found no woman; thisisto ſay, en ry 


that ther is no wig ht that hath foveraine bountee ſave Fo. 
God alone, as he himſelf recordeth in his Evangeiies; FR by 
for ther is nocreature ſv good that him ne wanteth ſom- 0 

what of the perfection of God that is his maker. Your: B 
thridde reſon is this; yeluy thatiſthutyegoverneyouby 
my conſeil it ſnulde ſeme that ye had yeve me the nt 


and ye 


OVerco 


WY Our w 


TITS 


IF: , * — 84 — " * WI , 
ſtrie and the lordſnip of your perſon. Sire, fave your pl, wick 
. * , BS 
grace, it is not fo; for il ſo were that no man ſhulde bend tn 
conſcilled but only of hem that han lordſhip and mar bai fn 
ſtrie of his perſon men n'olde not be conſe ilſed een har 
ten; for ſothly thilke man tharaſketh conſeil of a pt 


pos yt hath he free chois whether he wol we Te 1 Ie conf, 


ter that conſeil or non. And as to your fourth reh; pris: } 
* — | _ 1 3 7 — 2 * by yy | " . 
ther as ye ſain that the janglerie of women can naa hire 
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thinges that they wot not, as who ſo ſayth that a wo- 


may man can not aide that {ke wote ; Sire, thuſe vordes ben 
Orilt underſtonde of women that ben janglere ſſes and wick» 
an if ed, of which women men tain that three thiuges arts 


ven a man out of his hous, that is to ſay, 12 oke, drop- 
ping of raine, and wicked wives; and of fiche wo- 


men Salomon ſayth, that a man were better dwell in 
omon 


h not 
h that 


r mall 


deſert than with a woman that is rictous: and, Sire, by 
your leve, that am not l, for ye have ful citon wbarcd 
my gret ſilence and my gret AWE ue and cke he 

wel that can hide and hele thinges that men dughten 
ve: ot ſecrcily to hiden. And fotiily as to your Ache reſon, 
15, that ö wheras ye ſay that in wicked conicil v men venquiſh— 
;toſay, ¶ en men, God wote that thilke reſon fant here in no 


cave , 2 
ee lave ll fiede; for uuderſtande th now ve axen conſcil lor to 
genes do wickedneile, and if ye wol werken wicked achte, 


ch ſom- 


Wand your wil reſtraincth thilke wicked purpos, and 
„ Your: B8 


overcometh you by reton and by good conſcil, c:rtes 


eyoub) your wif oughit rather to be preiſec than to he blamed: 
the nt thus faulde ye un der onde iis mY 10 ſoplue chat ſuyt yih, 


I Wicked concil womet veuquiihen lur Kutberdes; 
1 P 
hulde be 


nd ther as ye blamen all women and hir reſons, 1 
and mar hal ſuewe you by many entamples chat many wo- 
led 10 6 en have ben ful good, and vet ben, and hir cohſcil 
eſome and profitable. Elec for hun lian fayd that 
ie conſeil of women is either to dere or elles to litel 

pris: but al be it fo that ful ma any woman be bad, 
nd hire couſeil vile and nouglit worth, yet han men 
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created Adam vure forme father he ſayd in this wile; 
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founden ful many a good woman, and diſcrete and 
wife in conſeilling. Lo Jacob, thurgh the good conſcil 
of his mother Rebecke, wan the beniſon of his father 
and the lordſhip over all his brethren ; Judith by hire 
good conſcil delivered the citee of Bethulie, in which 
the dwelt, out of the honde of Holofern, that had it 
beleged, and wolde it al deſtroye; Abigail delivered 
Nabal hire kouſbond fro David the king, that wolde Þ 
han ilain him, and appeſed the ire of the king by hire 
wit and by hire good conſcilling; Heſter by hire con- 
ſcil enhaunced gretly the peple of God in the regne 
of Aſſuerus the king; and the ſame bountee in good Þ 
conſcillipg of many a good woman moun men rede 
and tell. And further more, han that oure Lord had 


it is not good to be a man allone; make we to him aa 
helpe ſemblable to hiniſelf. Here moun ye ſee that i 


N conſe; 
that women weren not good, and hir conſeil good and BF he 5 
profitable, oure Lord God of heven wolde neither 1 
han wrought hem ne called hem helpe of man, but r:- to dref 
ther confuſion of man. And ther ſayd a clerk ones uin * 
two vers, What is better than gold? jaſpre; what 5 you ha 


better than jaſpre? wiſdom; and what is better tha 
wiſdom? woman; and what is better than a good we 


varde t 


nine vw 
man ? nothing. And, Sire, by many other reſons mau on thi 
1 . I A C. 
ye ſcen that many women ben good, and hir cone uly ye 
a * , I * * = 1 4 L q 
good and profitable; and therfore, Sire, if ye vl... 


troſte to my conſcil I ſhal reſtore you your dong ſe, and 
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Firſt, he that axeth conſcil of himſelf certes he muſt 
be withouten ire for many cauſes. The firſt is this; he 
that hath gret ire and wrath in himſelf he weneth al- 
way that he may do thing that he may not do. And, 
ſecondly, he that is irous and wroth he may not wel 
deme; and he that may not wel deme may not wel 
conſcille. The thridde is this; he that is irous and 
wroth, as ſayth Senck, ne may not ſpeke but blame- 
ful thinges, and with his vicious wordes he ſtirreth 
other folk to anger and to ire. And eke, Sire, ye mult 
drive coveitiſe out of your herte, for the apoſtle fayth 
that coveitiſe is the rote of alle harmes: and troſteth 
wel that a coveitous man ne can not deme ne thinke 
but only to ſulfille the end of his coveitiſe and certes 
that ne may never ben accompliſed, for ever the more 
haboundance that he hath of richeſſe the more he de- 
ſireth. And, Sire, ye mult alſo drive out of youre herte 
hallineſſe; for certes ye ne moun not deme for the beſle 
a ſoden thought that falleth in your herte, but ye muſt 
aviſe you on it ful ofte, for, as ye have herde herebe- 
forn, the commune proverbe is this, He that ſone de- 
meth ſone repenteth, 

Sire, ye ne be not alway in like diſpoſition, for cer- 
tes ſom thing that ſomtime ſemeth to you that it is 
good for to do another time it ſemeth to you the con- 
trarie, 

And whan ye han taken conſeil in yourſelf, and han 
demed by good deliberation ſwiche thing as you ſe- 
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meth beſte, than rede I you that ye kepe it ſecree, Be- 
wreye not your conſeil to no perſone, but if ſo be that 
ye wenen ſikerly that thurgh youre bewreying youre 
condition ſhal ben to you more profitable; for Jcſus ' 
Sirak ſaith, Neither to thy foo ne to thy frend diſcover 
not thy ſecree ne thy ſolie, for they woln yeve you 
audience and loking, and ſupportation, in your pre- 
ſence, and ſcorne you in youre abſence. Another clerk 
ſayth, that ſcarſly ſhalt thou finden any perfone that 
may kepe thy conſcil ſecrely. The book ſayth, While 
that thou kepeſt thy conſeil in thin herte thou kepeſt 
it in thy priſon, and whan thou hewreyeſt thy conſeil 
to any wight he holdeth thee in his ſnare : and ther- 
fore you is better to hide your couſeil in your herte 
than to preye him to whom ye han bewreyed youre 
conſeil that he wol kepe it cloſe and ſtille; for Seneca 
ſayth, If ſo be that thou ne mayſt not thin owen conſcil 
hide how dareſt thou preyen any other wight thy 
conſcil fecrely to kepe ? But natheles, if thou wene ſi- 
kerly that thy bewreying of thy conſeil to a perſone 
wol make thycondition to ſtonden in the better plight, 
than ſhalt thou telle him thy conſeil in this wiſe. Firſt, 
thou ſhalt make no ſemblant whether thee were lever 
pecs or werre, or this or that, ne ſhewe him not thy 
will ne thin entente; for troſte wel that communly 
theſe conſeillours ben flaterers, namely the conſeil- 
lours of grete lordes, for they enforcen hem alway ra- 
cher to ſpeken pleſant wordes, enclining to the lordes 
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hft, than wordes that ben trewe or profitable, and 


therſore men ſayn that the riche man hath ſelde good tt 
conſeil but if he have it of himfelf. And after that thou cle 
ſhalt conſider thy frendes and thin enemies. And as 1 elpc 
touching thy frendes, thou {halt conſider which of hem : but 
ben moſt feithful and moſt wiſe, and eldeſt ard moſt : lou 
appreved, in conſeilling, and of hem ſhalt thou axe | lea 
thy conſeil as the cas requireth. wol 
I fay, that firſt ye ſnuln clepe to youre conſeil youre [Þ Jours 
frendes that ben trewe; for Salomon ſaith that right 4 fore; 
as the herte of a man deliteth in ſavour that is ſwote, 2 ole 
right ſo the conſeil of trewe frendes yeveth ſweteneſſe by or 
to the ſoule: he ſayth alſo, Ther may nothing be likc- be co 
ned to the trewe frend, for certes gold ne ſilver ben of thi 
not ſo muche worth as the good will of a trewe frend: No 
and eke he ſayth, that a trewe frend is a ſtrong de- Mulde 
fence; who ſo that it findeth, certes he findeth a gret (i leil ye 
treſor. Than ſhuln ye eke conſider if that your trewe ; [eilling 
frendes ben diſcrete and wiſe, for the book faith, Ave F. of a foc 
alway thy conſeil of hem that ben wiſe. And by this 8 lait an 
ſame reſon ſhuln yeclepen to youre conſeil youre l[ren- 1 ol a fo 
des that ben of age, ſwiche as han ſeyn and ben ., at 
pert in many thinges, and ben appreved in con{c!- e 
en tor 


linges; for the hook ſayth, In olde men is al the (api 
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ence, and in longe time the prudence: and Tujliv: e th. 


ſayth that grete thinges ne ben not ay accompliſed : ; When 
by ſtrengthe ne by deliverneſſe of body, but by goa at ben 
Orc it 15 


conſeil, by auctoritee of perſones, and by ſcience; tit 
which three thinges ne ben not ſeble by age, but ca 
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tes they enſorcen and encreſen day by day. And than 


=” ſhuln ye kepe this for a general ceule ; firſt, ye ſhuln 
hon WY clepe to your ccnleil a fewe of your frendes that ben 
1.. eipecial; for Salomon ſaith, Many frendes have thou, 
3 but among a thouſand cheſe thee on to be thy conſeil- 
* bur. For al be it fo that thou firſt ne telle thy con- 
1 8 ſeil but to a fewe, thou mayeſt afterwarde tell it to 
no folk iſ it be nede But loke alway that thy conſcil- 
Le 3 lours have thilke three conditions that I have ſayd be- 
dioht : fore; that is to ſay, that they be trewe, wilc, and of 
8 4 olde experience. And werke not alway in every nede 
nelle by on conſeillour allone, for ſomtime behoveth it to 
ike be conſeilled by many; for Salomon ſayth, Salvation 
» hen of thinges is wher as ther ben many cot ſcillours. 
ond: Now fith that | have told you of which folk ye 
ig de- - ſhulde be conſeilled, now wol | teche you which con- 
ape : ſeil ye ought to eſchue. Firſt. ye ſtuln eſchue the con- 
ceo 7 ſeilling of fooles; for Salomon ſayth, Take no conſeil 
n. re ; of a fool, for he ne cannot conſeille but after his owen 


by this luſt and his affe ct ion: the book ſayth, be Propertee 
ol a fool is this, he troweth lightly harme of every 


re {r£n- ; . . n 
man, and lightly troweth all bountee in himſelf. Thou 


vB 4 
. 
CH 


r ſnalt eke eſchue the conſcillir g of all flaterers, ſwiche 
he (vi aSerforcen hem rather topreiſen youre perſons by fla- 
Tullio TiC than fur to tell you the ſothfaſtneſſe of thinges. 
mpliſel Wherfore Tullius fayth, Among alle the peſtilences 
by 00d hat ben in frendſhip the greteſt is flaterie; and ther- 


ace; * it is more nee that thou eſchue and drede flate- 
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rers than any other peple. The buok ſaich, Thou ſhalt 
rather drede and flee fro the ſwete wordes of Hatering 
preiſers than fro the egre wordes of thy trend that 
ſaith thee ſothes: Salomon faith, that the wordes of 2 
flaterer is 2 ſoare to cacchen innocentes: he ſayth al- 
fo, He that ſpeketh to his ft end words of ſeteucſſe 
and of pleſaunce he ſetteth a act heforne his feet to 
cacchen him: and therfore ſayth Pullius, Eacline not 
thin eres to flaterers, ne take no conſcil of wordes of 
flatcrie: and Caton ſayth, Avite thee wel, and etchue 
wordes of ſcteneſſe and of pleſaunce. And eke thou 
ſhait cichue the coniciiling of chin olde enemies that 
ben reconciled. Ihñe bock fayth, that no wight re- 
tourneth {ately into the grace of his olde encmic :; and 
Ylope ſayth, Ne troſt not to hem to which thou hatt 
ſomtime had werre or enmitee, ne telle hem not thy 
conſeil: and Senck telleth the cauſe why; It may not 
be, ſayth he, ther as gret hire hath long time endured 
that ther ne dwelleth ſom vapour of warmacile; and 
therfore {v1th Salomon, in thin olde foo troſt thou ne- 
ver; for ſikerly though thin enemie by reconcilea, and 
maketh thee chere of humilitee, and louteth to thee 
with his hed, ne troſt him never, for certes he maketh 
thilke ſeined humilitce more for his proſite than tor any 
love of thy perſone, becauſe that he demeth to have vic- 
toric over thy perſone by ſwiche teined contenance, 
the which victorie he might not have by {trit of Werte. 

# A4viſe thee cuel] He refers, I preſume, to Cato, l. iii, ditt. 0.; 

Sermoncs blandos blieſoſzue cavere mements. 
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And Peter Alphonſe ſayth, Make no felawſhip with 
thin olde enemies, for if thou do hem bountee they 
wollen pervertenit to wickednefle, And eke thou muſt 
eſchue the conſeiling of hem that ben thy ſervaunts, 
and heren thee gret reverence, for paraventure they 
ſein it more for drede than for love; andtherfore faith 
a philoſophre in this wile, Ther is no wight parfitly 
trewe to him that he to fore dredeth. And Tullius 
ſayth, Ther n'is no might ſo ꝑret of any emperour that 
longe may endure but if he have more love of the peple 
than drede. Thou ſhalt alſo eſchue the conſcilling of 
folk that ben dronkelewe, for they ne can no conſeil 
hide; for Salomon ſayth, Ther n'isno privetce ther as 
regneth dronkenneſſe. Ye ſhuin alſo have in ſuſpect 
the conſeilling of ſwiche folk as conſeille you o thing 
prively and conſeille you the contrarie openly; for 
C:lliodore ſayth that it is a manere fleighte to hinder 
his enemy whan he ſheweth to don a thing openly 
and werketh prively the contrary. Thou ſhait alſo 
have in ſuſpect the conſeilling of wicked folk, for hir 
conſeil is alway ful of fraude. And David fayth, Bliſ- 
ful is that man that hath not folwed the conſeilling of 
ſurewes. Thou ſhalt alſoeſchue the conſeilling of yenge 
foik, for hir conſeilling is not ripe, as Salomon faith. 
Now, Sire, ſith | have ſhewed you of which folk 
ve ſhullen take youre conſcil, and of which folk ye 
ſhullen eſchue the conſcil, now wol | teche you how 
ye thuln examine your conſcil after the dactrine of 
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Tullius. In examining than of your cenſeillours ye ſa) 
ſhuln confidre many thinges. Alderſitſt, thou ſhalt con- a1 
ſidre that in thilke thing that thou purpoſeſt, and upon al 
what thing that thou wolt have conſcil, that veray for 
trouthe be ſaid and conſerved; this is to ſay, telle beg 
trewely thy tale; for he that ſayth falſe may not wel tho 
be conleitled in that cas of which he licth. And aſter ſuff 
this thou ſhalt conſidre the thinges that accorden to thoi 
that thou purpoſeit for to do by thy confeillours, if rept 
reſon accord therto, and eke if thy might may atteine thee 
therto, and if the more part and the better part of thin Tha 
conſeillours accorden therto or no. Than ſhalt thou il ch 
conſidre what thing ſhal folwe of that conſeilling, ft 
hate, pees, werre, grace, profite, or domage, and ma- 2 begin 
ny other thinges, and in alle thinges thou ſhalt check aſſay 
the beſte, and weive alle other thinges. Than juat perfo 
thou conſidre of what roote is engendred the matere 2 youre 
of thy conſeil, and what fruit it may conceive and en that 
gendre. Thou ſhalt eke conſidre alle the cauſes (ron Wt fadly 
whennes they ben ſprongen. And whan theu haſt ex lſaev 
amincd thy conſeil, as | have ſaid, and which parti your 
is the better and more profitable, and haſt, appre ved chang 
it by many wiſe folk and olde, than ſnhalt thou co! Wor wh 
ſidre if thou mayſt performe it and malen of it a g ονẽỹ 
ende; for certes reſon wo! not that any man 4c ſcil; a 
beginne a thing but if ke mighte performe it as hin *.49 
oughte, ne no wight ſnulde take upon lim fo nevyt * * 
charge that he might not beren it; for the pr Py 
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ſayth, He that to muche embraceth diſtreineth litel; 
and Caton ſairh, * Aſſay to do ſwiche thinges as thou 
haſt power to don, left the charge oppreſle thee ſo 
ſore that thee behoveth to weive thing that thou haſt 
begonne. And if fo be that thou be in doute whether 
thou mayſt performe a thing or non, cheſe rather to 
{ufire than to beginne. And Peter Alphonſe ſayth, If 
thou haſt might to don a thing of which thou muſt 
repente it is better nay than ya; this is to ſayn, that 
thceisbetter to holde thy tonge ſtille than for to ſpeke. 
I han mayſt thou underſtende by ſtronger reſons that 
i thou haſt power to per forme a werk of which thou 
d. it repente, than is thee better that thou fuffre than 
beginne. Wel ſain they that defenden every wiglit to 
aſtaye a thing of which he is in doute whether he may 
perferme it or non. And aſter whan ye han examined 
poure conſeil as | have faid beforne, and knowen wel 
chat ye moun perfor mt your empriſe, conferme it than 
. ſadly til it be at an ende. Now is it refon and time that 
lſaewe you whan and wherfore that ye moun chaunge 
© your conſeil withouten repreve. Sothly a man may 
change his purpos and his conteil if the cauſe ceſeth, 
Yor whan a newe cas betideth: for the lawe ſaith, that 
Jupoa thinges that newly betiden behoveth gewe con- 
il; and Seneca ſayth, If thy conſeil is comen to the 


Aux to do ſchicbe thinzei] "This precept of cat is in l. ili. 
i. 16, ; 

Quod potes id tentato; operis ve tor qere preſſus 

vuccumbat labor, et frultra tentala telinquas. 
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eres of thin enemies chaunge thy conſeil. Thou mayſt 
alſo chaunge thy conſeil if ſo be that thou find that 
by errour or by other cauſe harme or damage may 
betide: alſo if thy conſeil be diſhoneſte, other elles 
come of diſhoneſte cauſe, chaunge thy conſeil; for the 
lawes ſain that all beheſtes that ben dilhoneſte ben of 
no value; and eke if ſo be that it be impoſſible, or may 
not goodly be performed or kept. 

And take this for a general reule, that every con- 
ſeil that is affermed ſo ſtrongly that it may not be 
chaunged for no condition that may betide, I ſay that 
thilke conſeil is wicked. 

This Melibeus, whan he had herd the doctrine of 
his wif Dame Prudence, anſwered in this wiſe : Dame, 
quod he, as yet unto this time ye han wel and cove- 
nably taught me, as in general, how I ſha] governe 
me in the cheſing and in the withholding of my con- 
ſcillours; but now wold I fain that ye wold condeſcend 
in eſpecial, and telle me how liketh you or what ſe- 
meth you by oure conſeillours that we han choſen in 
oure preſent nede. 

My Lord, quod ſhe, I beſeche you in alle humbleſſe 
that ye wol not wilfully replie agein my reſons, ne 
diſtempre your herte, though | ſpeke thing that you 
diſpleſe, for God wote that as in min entente | ſpeke 
it for your beſte, for youre honour and for youre pro- 
fit cke, and ſothly I hope that youre benignitee wol 
taken it in paticnce. And t:olteth me wel, quod ſue, 
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that youre conſeil as in this cas ne ſhulde not (as to 
ſpeke proprely) be called a conſeilling, but a motion 
or a me ving of ſolie, in which conſeil ye han erred in 
many a ſondry wile. 

Firſt and forward, ye han erred in the aſſembling 
of youre conſcillours, for ye ſholde firſt han cleped a 
fewe lolk to youre conſeil, and after ye mighte han 
ſhewed it to mo folk if it hadde be nede; but certes 
ye han ſodeinly cleped to your conſeila gret multitude 
of peple ful chargeant and ful anoyous for to here, 
Alſo ye han erred, for ther as ye ſhulde han only ele- 
ped to youre conſeile youre trewe frendes olde and 
wiſe, ye han cleped ſtraunge folk, yonge folk, falſe fla- 
terers, and enemies reconciled, and folk that don you 
reverence withouten love. And eke ye han erred, for 
yc han brought with you to youre conſeil ire, coveitiſe, 
and haſtiſueſſe, the which three thinges ben contrary 
to every conſeil honeſt and profitable, the which three 
thinges ye ne han not anientiſſed or deſtroyed neither 
in youreſelf ne in youre conſeillours as you ought. Ye 
han erred alſo, for ye han ſhewed to youre conſeillours 
ycure talent and youre affeQ ions to make werre anon, 
and forty do venge2unce, and they han eſpied by youre 
wordes to what thing ye ben enclined, and therfore 
han they conſeilled yeu rather to youre talent than 
to youre prolite, Ye han erred alfo, for it ſemeth that 
you ſuſſiceth to han hen conſeilled by thiſe conſeillours 
only, and with litcl avis, wheras in ſo high and ſo gret 
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a nede it had ben neccflaric mo conſeillours and mere 
deliberation toperſourme youre emprife. Ve pn e 
alſo, for ye han nut examined your cf 19 hege 
ſa:d mancre, ne in due manere as th! c45 roquireth, 
Ye han erred alſo, for ye han mak ed no yon © 2- 
twix youre confeiliours; this is to ae bois is y ve 
trewe frendes and youre feined coulo: love; we ve 
han not knowe the wille of your trewe fred «6 
and wiſe, but ye han caſt alle hir wor os 371 an ee 
pot, and enclined your herte to the ο⁹ . pore wi tO 
the greter nombre, and ther be ye convetoonacd: nd 
ſith ye wot wel that men ſhuln ale ay ance @ proter 
nombre of fooles than of wiſe men, and ther fore the 
conſeillivgs that ben at congreg 2t ins and multirvdes 
of folk, ther as men take more regard to the rome 
bre than to the ſapience of yer fone, ye ſcen wel that 


* 


in ſwiche conſcillings fool-s b thc madre Nici 


be us anſwered aud ſaid ago; raum wel Chat £ are 
erred, but ther as thou baſt to'd mie Rerebotorne that 
he n'is not to blame that chavugeth kis conteil in cer- 
tain cas, and for certain zu juit caries, | am al reacy 
to chaunge my conſcii rivht as thou wolt devite, Lhe 
proverbe ſayth, For to don une is mannith, hut certes 
for to perſevert long in ſia ne is werke of the divel. 
To this ſeatence enfucrtd anon Due Prudence, 
and ſaide; Examin«th {ouod ſa) wel vour co1let, 
and let us ſee the whit: of non han froken mol te— 
ſjonably, and taught you beit conſcil: and tor as mucke 
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25 the examination is neceſſarie, let us beginne at the 
ſurgiens and at the phyſiciens that firſt ſpaken in this 
mater. | ſay that phyficiens and ſurgiens han ſayde 
you in youre conſeil diſcretly as hem oughte, and in 
hir ſpeche ſaiden ful wiſely that to the office of hem 
apperteincth to don to every wight honour and pro- 
fite, and no wight to anoye, and after hir craft to don 
gret diligence unto the cure of hem which that they 
han in hir governaunce. And, Sire, right as they han 
auſwered wiſcly and diſcretly, right ſo rede | that they 
4 be highly and ſoverainly guerdoned for hir noble 
ſpeche, and eke for they ſnulden do the more ententif 


I { 0 r 2 . * 
| beſineſſe in the curation of thy dere doughter : for al 
e the « 4 
be it ſo that they ben youre ſrendes, therfore ſhullen 
1er 5 . . 
ye not ſuliren that they ſer ve you for nought, but ye 
rem 
oughte the rather guerdone hem, and ſhewe hem youre 
thut 


g largeſſe. And as touching the propoſition which the 
i phy ſiciens entreteden in this cas, this is to fain, that in 
maladies that a contrarie is wariſhed by another con- 
L trarie, I wold ſain knowe how ye underſtonde thilke 
” ; | q text, and what is youre ſentence. Certes, quod Meli- 
1 3 beus, | undcritond it in this wiſe, that right as they 


J . han don me a contrarie, right ſo ſnulde | don hem ano- 
1 ther; for right as they han venged hem upon me and 
85 | don me wrong, right ſo ſhal | venge me upon hem 

3 PE x: and don hem wrong, and than have I cured a contra- 
| * rie by another. 


Lo, lo! quod Dame Prudence, how lightly is every 
Q ij 
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man enclined tu his -en Geir? and his owen ple- 


ſaunce! Certes (quad ſhe the wordes of the phy ſici- 
ens ne ſhulden not han ben unterſtonden in that vile, 
for ceries wickedncity is not contrarie to wickedneſle, 
De bengcaunce to vengcaunce, Ne Wrong to WT Ng, 
but they ben ſemblable, and cherfore a vengeamice is 
not warlihed by another vengeaunce, ne a wrong by 
another wrong, but everich of hemencrefeth and ag- 
greggeth other. But certes the wordes of the phyſici- 
ens ſhulden ben underſ once in this wile, for good and 
wickeacnetle hen two contraries, and pees aud Were, 
veretaunce and fufircavnce, diicord and accord, aud 
many other thinges; but certes wickedneſie ſhal be 
vrariſhed by goodnefie, difcord by accord, werre by 
pees, and fo forth of ether thinpes. And hereto accors 
C:th Sint Poule the apolile in many places; he ſayth, 
Ne yelde not harme for harme, ne wi. ked fpeche tor 
wicked ſpeche, but do wel to him that doth to thee 
harme, and bleſſe him that faith to thee harme : 2nd 
in many other places he amoneſteth pees and accord, 
But do wol | ſpcketo you of the cenſcil which that 
was ye ven to you by the men of lawe, and the wile 
folk. and old folke, that fayden alle by on accord as ye 
han herd beforne, that over alle thinges ye ſhuln 0 
youre diligence to kepe youre perſone, and to warze- 
{tore your houle; and faiden fo, that iu this cas you 
ought: ſor to werchen ful aviſely and with gret deli 
beration. And, Sire, as to the firſt point, that touch 
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eth the keping of youre perſone, ve ſnuln underſtond 
that he that hath werre ſhal ever more devoutly and 
mekely preien beforne alle thinges that Jeſu Criſt of 
his mercie wol han him in his protection, and ben his 
ſovcraine helping at hisnede ; for certes in this world 
ther is no wight that may be conſeilled ne kept ſuſſi- 
ſantly withoute the keping of oure Lord Jeſu Criſt. 
To this ſentence accordeth the prophete David, that 
ſayth, If God ne kepe the citee in ĩdel waketh he that 
kepeth it, Now, Sire, than ſhuln ye committe the ke- 
ping of youre perſone to youre trewe frendesthat ben 
zppreved and yknowe, and of hem ſnuln ye axen helpe 
youre pet ſone for to kepe; for Caton faith, * If thou 
have nede of helpe axe it of thy ſrendes, ſor ther n'is 
non ſo good a phyſicien as thy trewe frend. And af- 


ter this than ſhuln ye kepe you ſro alle ſtraunge folk, 
and fro lietes, and have alway in ſuſpect hir com- 


@ paignic ; for Piers Alphonſe ſayth, Ne take no com- 


WI 


E paignie by the way of a ſtraunge man, but if ſo be that 


thou have knowen him of lenger time; and if ſo be 
that he falle into thy compaignie paraventure with- 


outen thin aſſent enquere than as ſubtilly asthou maiſt 


of his converſation, and of his lif beforne, and feine 


go; and if he bere a ſpere hold thee on the right ſide, 


. and if he bere a ſwerd hold thee on his leſt fide. And 


* If thou have nede] Cato, l. iv. dift. 14. ; 
Auxilium a notis petito, u forte laboras ; 
Nec gqulſquam mctior medicus quam fidue amicus, 
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after this than ſhuln ye kepe you wiſely from all ſwichs 


manere peple as have ſayed before, and hem and hit $ 8 
conſeil eſchue. And after this than ſhuln ye kepe you | n | 
in ſwiche manere that for any preſumption of youre 11 
. N 6 
{i\rengrhe that ye ne deſpiſe not ne account not the =” 
. . 0 Do c: 
might ol youre adverſary fo lite that ye let the kepirg | f 


of youre perſone for your preſumption, for every wiſe 
man dredeth his enemie: and Salomon ſayth, Welſul £ 
is he that of alle hath drede; for certes he that thurgh Þ 
the hardineſſe of his herte, and thurgh the hardineſſe 


A4. 
oi himſelf, hath to gret preſumption him ſhal evil be- . ng 
tice. han ſhuln ye evermo countrewaite emboyſle- . 
ments and alle eſpiaile; for Senek ſayth that the wiſe BY. 
man that dredeth harmes eſchueth harmes, ne he re 8 
falleth into perils that perils eſchueth. And al be it ſo 1 
that it ſeme that thou art in ſiker place, yet ſhalt thou ., * 
alway do thy diligence in keping of thy perſone; thus = Fo 
is to ſayn, ne be not negligent to kepe thin perſone Wl les. 
not only fro thy greteſt enemy but alſo fro thy leſte . 
enemy. Senck ſayth, A man that is wel aviſed he dre- . 
deth his leſte enemie; Ovide ſayth that the litel weſcl Ea 
wol ſlce the gret boll and the wilde hart ; and the book "WR 
fayth, A litel thorne may prikke a king ſul ſore, and 1 
a litel hound wol hold the wilde bore, But natheles WW 
ſay not thou ſhalt be ſo coward that thou doute wher : : 2 
as is no drede. The book ſaith that“ ſom men [han « nim, e 

ſn men, Oc. ] This paſſage, which is defective in all the £ eit eic 
mſſ. I have patched up as well as I could, by adding the wore role 


between hogks tem the French Melibte, where it ſtands thi 


FOE 8 3 Fo 


CC — — 


THE TALE OF MELIBEUS, 165 


viche taught hir deceivour, for they han to muche dreded] 
d hie US to be deceived. Vet ſhalt thou drede to be empuyloned 
e you and ther fore halt thou] kepe thee fro the compagnie 
Fore of ſcorners; forthe book ſayth, With ſcorners ne makes 
dt the no compeguie, but fice hir wordes as venime. 

OY Now usto the ſecond point, wheras youre wiſe con- 
y wie ſeillours couleilled you to warneſtore your hous with 


Velſul gret diligence, 1 wolde tain knowe how that ve un- 


hurgh Y; 


6critode thitke wordes, and what is voure ſentence. 
Hine lle : * * jun 


m eliheus anſwered and ſaide; Cerres | undcruond 
vil be- 

boyſſe 
le wiſe 
e he ne 
be it ſo 
lt thou 
ie ; this 


Wit ia this wile, that | (hal warnetore min haus with 
WW: urs. fiche as han caſtelles and ather mancre edi- 
Wc, and armure, and arteirics, by which thinges I 
Wy 12y perione and myn hous fo kepen and defend- 
n that min enemies ſhuln ben in drede min housfor 
o apyroche, 


To this ſentence an{wered anon Prudence: Warne- 
perſone 


by leſte 
he dre- 
el well 


2 


loring (quod ſhe} of heighe toures and of grete edifi- 


5 


* 


es is with grete coſtages and with grete travaille, 
ud whan that they ben accump!iced yet ben they not 


en 


vorth a tire but if they ben defended by trewe fren- 


he bock ; * "ons © 

he 1 cs that ben olde and wife. And underſtonde wel 
and We... * , 

wy Wt the greteſte and {trongeſte garneſon that a riche 


atheles! 
ite wht 
zen {hall 


3 


Aucunes gens ont enſtipne leur decevaur, car ils ont trop 
doubte que o ne les deceuiſt. Au res tu te dis garder de ves 
nim, et fi te duis garder Ce compairnic de moqueurs, car il 
eit eicript, Avec les moqueurs ies compaignie, et fuy leurs 
paroles comme le veuim.“ 
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man may have, as wel to kepen his perſone as hie : 0 
. N : ou 
goodes, is, that he be beloved with his ſubgets and | , 
5 0 . R IP u 
with his neigheboures; for thus ſayth Pullius, that * 
8 a u 
ther is a maner garneſon that no man may venquiſh 
; ; tes 
ne diſcomſite, and that is a lord to be beloved of his 
TAE my not 
citizeins and of his peple. 2, 
* 22 © 2 | en 
Now, Sire, as to the thridde point, wheras youre , 
= | W how 
olde and wile conſeillours ſayden that you ne oughte | 4 
3 don 
not ſodcinly ne haſtily proceden in this nede, but thet 1 
: this! 
you oughte purveyen and apparcilen you in this ca 1 3 
i 12 ö . at 
with gret diligence and gret deliberation, trewely | BW.. 
- 1. 6.1, las! 
trowe that they ſayden right wiſely and right foth; . 
1 . „ing; 
for Tulltus ſayth, In every nede er thou beginne t 
1 : = „and! 
appzreile thee with gret diligence, Than ſay | that wy 
< ; : ; Ewilfu 
vengeaunce taking in werre, in bataille, and in war- 01 
. * T iure: 
neſtoring, er thou beginne rede that thou appareie Wl „hic! 
TIN | a WW lic 
thee therto, and do it with gret deliberation ; for Tu-. 
. 2 2 1 Fries. . 
lius ſayth that longe appareiling tofore the bat ade hev | 
maketh ſhort victorie; and Caſſiodorus ſayth, The n 
8 ER ; ewe 
garneſon is ſtronger whan it is longe time aviſed, 
| verre 
But now let us ſpeken of the conſeil that was t. hich 
** | Mic 
corded by youre neigheboures ſwiche as don youre 1 
, -: = 0 v 
verence withouten love, youre olde eneniics rec 45 
. . , Fx 10 
ciled, your flatereres, that conſeilied you certußg 3 
. a e an no 
thinges prively, and openly conſcilled you the c, i 
. 4 n, ne 
trarie, the yonge folk alſo, that conſcilled you © bert 
' 0 re U 0 
venge you and to make werre anon. Certes, Sire, eds 
Plede v 


I have ſayde beforne, ye han gretly erred to han ck 
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3 ped ſ wiche maner folk to youre conſcil, which conſeil- 
« and lours ben ynough reproved by the reſons aforeſaid : 
but natheles, let us now deſcende to the ſpecial. Ye 

" my ſhul firſt proceden after the doctrine of Tullius, Cer- 
aqui tes the trouthe of this matere or of this conſeil nedeth 
of not diligently toenquire, for it is wel wiſt which they 
ben that han don to you this treſpas and vilanie, and 
1 how many treſpaſours, and in what manere, they han 
_ don to you all this wrong and all ch1s vilanie. Andafter 
 KEthisthan ſhuln ye examine the ſecond condition which 
this ca that the ſame Tullius addeth in this matere: for Uul- 


ewelyl 
at ſoth; 
ginne it 
| thatin 
in war 


Ilius putteth a thing which that he clepeth Conſent- 
ing; this to ſayn, who ben they, and which ben they, 
Wand how many, that conſenten to thy conſcil in thy 
wvilfulneſſe to don haſtif venzeaunce. And let us con- 
Wiidrealſo who ben they, and howanany ben they, and 


ppareiie a 
py ca which ben they, that conſenteden to youre ad verſa- 
Or Tur 0 . 42 f 
_ ries. As to the ſirſt point, it is wel knowen which folk 
> H2t1lk ; 
| \ The they be that conſenteden to youre wilfulneſſe, for 
vtii, 


rewely all tho that conſeileden you to maken ſodein 


viſed. 
verre ne ben not youre ſrendes. Let us now conſidre 


t was 2 3 
hich ben they that ye holden fo gretly youre frendes 


to youre perſone, for al be it ſo that ye be mighty 
and riche, certes ye ne ben but allone; for certes ye ne 
an no child but a doughter, ne ye ne han no breth- 
e, ne coſins germains, ne non other nigh kinrede, 
herfore that your enemies for drede ſhnlde ſtinte to 
ede with you or to deſtroye youre perſone. Ye 


n youre? 
es recotr 
u certin 
the col- 
ed you 0 
28, Sire, i 
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knowen alſo that your richeſſes moten ben diſpended 
in diverſe parties, and whan thatevery wight hath his 
part they ne wollen taken but litel regard to venge 
youre deth. But thin enemies ben three, and they han 
many brethren, children, coſins, and other nigh kin- 
rede; and though ſo were that thou haddeſt ſlain of 
hem two or three, yet dwellen ther ynow to wreken 
hir deth. and toſlee thy perſone. And though fo be that 
youre kinrede be more ſtede faſt and ſiker than the kin 
of your adverſaries, yet natheles youre kinrede is hut 
a fer kinrede; they ben but litel ſibbe to you, ard the 
kin of youre enemies ben nigh ſibbe to hem; an cer- 
tes as in thathircondition is better than youres, han 
let us coniidre alſo of rhe conſeilling af hem that cen- 
ſeilled you to take ſodein vengeance, whether it ac- 
corde to reſon; and certes ye knowe wel nay ; for as 
by right and reſon ther may no man taken venge- 
aunce on no wight but the juge thot hath the juril- 
dict ion of it, whan it is ygraunted him to tale thilhe 
vengeaunce haſtily or attemprely as the lau c requi- 
reth. And yet moreover of thilke word that Tullius 
clepeth Conſenting, thou ſhalt conſidre if thy mit 
and thy power may conſente and ſultce to thy ite 
fulneſſe and to thy conſeillours; aud certes thou mays 
eſt wel ſay that Nay; for ſikerly, as for to pete pro- 
prely, we moun da nothing but only ſwiche thing 
as we moun don rightfully; and certes r:ightiuily ve 
ne mowe take no vengeance, as of your propre aluce 
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torite, Than mowe ye ſen that your power ne con- 
ſenteth not ne accordeth not to youre wilfulneſſe. 
Now let us examine the thridde point, that Fullius 
clepeth Conſequent. Thou ſhalt underſtonde that the 
vengeauncethat thou purpoleſt for to take is the con- 
ſequent, and therof folweth another vengeance, pe- 
ril, and werre, and other damages withouten nom- 
bre, of which we ben not ware as at this time. And 
as touching the fourthe point, that Tullius clepeth En- 
gendring, thou ſhalt conſider that this wrong which 
that is don to thee 1s engendred of the hate of tuin 
enemies, and of the vengeaunce taking upon that wold 
engender another vengcaunce, and muchel forwe and 
waſting of richeſſes, as 1 ſayde cre. 

Nov, Sire, as to the point that Fulliusclepeth Cau- 
ſes, which that is the laſt point, thou ſhalt underſtonde 
that the wrong that thou haſt received hath certaine 
cauſes which that clerkes clepen orizxs and efciens, 
and cauſa longinqua and cauſa propingue ; this is to ſayn, 
the ter cauſe and the nigh cauſe. Ihe fer cauſe is al- 
mighty God, that is cauſe of alle thinges; the ner cauſe 
is thin three enemies; the canſe accidental was hate; 
the cauſe material ben the five woundesof thydough- 
ter: the cauſe ſormal is the manerof hir werking, tha 
broughten ladders and clomben in at thy windows; 
the cauſe final was ſor to flee thy doughter : it letted 
not in as muche as inhera was, Eut for to ſpeke of the 
fer cavſe, as to what ende they ſhuln come, r what ihal 
Voume IJ. Y 
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finally betide of hem in this cas, ne can I not deme 
but by conjecting and ſuppoſing ; for we ſhuln ſup- 
poſe that they ſhuln come to a wicked ende, becauſe 
that the book of Decrces ſayth, Sclden or with giect 
peine ben cauſes ybrougut to a good ende whan they 
ben badly begonne. 

Now, Sire, it men woldaxen me why that Godſuf- 
fred men to do you this vilanie, certesI can not welan- 
ſwer as for no ſothfaltneſſe; for the apoſtle ſayth that 
the ſciences and the jugements of oure Lord God Al- 


mighty ben ſul depe; ther may no man comprehend 


te ſerche hem ſutiſantly ; natheles, by certain pre- 
ſumptions and conjectings | hold and beleve that God, 
which chat is ful of juſtice and of rightwiſeneſle, hath 
ſuffered this betide by juſt canſe reſouable. 

Thy name is Mehbee, this is to ſayn, a man that 
drinketh hony. Thou haſt dronke fo muche honyof 
ſwete temporel richeſſcs, and delices, and honours of 
this world, that thou art dronken, and haſt ſorgetten 
Jeſu Criſt thy creatour: thou ne haſt not don to him 
ſwiche honour and reverence as thee ought, ne thou 
ne haſt wel ytaken kepe to the wordes of Ovide, that 
ſayth, Under the honey of the goodes of thy body is 
hid the venime that ſieth the ſoule : and Salomon 
ſayth, If thou haſt fouunden hony ete of it that ſuff- 
ceth for ifthoueteofitout of meſure thouſhalt ſpewe, 
and be nedy and poure. And peraventure Crift hat 
thee in deſpit, and hath tourned away fro thec his face 
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and his eres of miſericorde, and alſo he hath ſuffred 
that thou haſt ben puniſhed in the manere that thou 
haſt ytreſpaſed. Thou haſt don ſinne again ovre Lord 
Crift, for certes the three enemies of mankind, that | 
is to ſayn, the fleſh, the fend, and the world, thou haſt ! 
ſuflred hem entre into thin herte wiltully by the win- 
dowes of thy body, and haſt not defended thylelf ſuf- 
fiſantly age in hir aſſautes and hit temptations, to that 
they han wounded thy ſoule in five places; this is to 
ſayn, the dedly ſinnes that ben entred into thyn herte 
by thy five wittes: and in the ſame manere our Lord | 
Criſt hath wold and ſuffred that thy three encmics 
ben entred into thyn hous by the windowes, and han 
ywounded thy doughter in the foreſayd manere. 
Certes, quod Melibee, | fee wel that ye enforce you 


171 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_— 
0 
— 


= . 


— 


—— — 


— 


muchel by wordesto overconen me in ſu iche manere 
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that | ſhal not venge me on mine enemies, ſhewing 
me the perils and the evils that mighten falle of this 
vengeaunce; but who fo wolde conſidre in alle ven- 
geaunces the perils and evils that mighten ſue of ven- 
geaunce taking a man wold never take vengeaunce, 
and that were harme; for by the vengeaunce taking 
ben the wicked men diflevered fro the goode men, 
and they that han will to do wickednefle reftreinen 
hir wicked pur pos han they ſen the puniſhing and 
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» of the treſpaſours] The following pallagze, which the reader 
Will [ee to be very material to the ſenſe, I have tranſlated tou 
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Dame Prudence: Certes, quod ſhe, | graunte you that 
of vengeaunce taking cometh muche evil and muche 
good, but vengeaunce taking apperteineth not to eve- 
rich on, but only to juges, and to hem that han the ju- 
riidiction over the treſpaſours.] And yet ſay I more, 
that riglit as a ſinguler perſone ſinneth in taking ven- 
geaunce of another man, right fo ſinneth the juge if 
he do no vengeaunceof hem that it han deſerved; for 
Senck ſayth thus, That maiſter (he ſayth) is good 
that preveth ſhrewes; and Caſſiodore f:yth, A man 
dredeth to do outrages whan he wot and knoweth 
that itdifplefeth to the juges and ſoveraines; and an- 
other ſayth, The juge that dredeth to do right ma- 
keth men ſhrewes; and Seint Poule the apoſtle ſayth 
in his epiſtle, whan he writeth unto the Romaincs, 
that the juges beren not the ſpere withouteu cauſe, 
but they beren it to puniſhe the ihrewes and miſdoctꝭ 
and ſor to deſende the goode men. If ye wiln than 
take vengeaunce of youre enemies ye ſhuln retourve 
or have your recours to che juge that hath the juril 
diclion upon hem, and he ſhal puniſhe hem as the lawe 
xcth and requireth. 
A! ſayd Mcelibee, this vengeaunce liketh me no- 
thing. I betkink me now and take hede how that For: 
tune hath noriſhed me fro wy childhode, and hath hob 


the French, and inferted betwezn hooks, as before; © Et 40 


© refpoat Dame Prudence: Ceres, diit elle, le t'ottroy e que 


« vengeance vient molt de maulx et de biens, mais veingeac: 
« wappartient pas a un chaſcun, fors ſeulement aux juges 6 
«a cculx qui out la juridicion fur les malfaiteurs”— 
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pen me to paſſe many a ſtronge pas: now wol laſſaycu 
hire, trowing with Goddes helpe that ſhe ſhal helpe 
me my ſhame for to venge. 

Certes,quod Prudence, if ye wol werke by my conſeil 
ye ſhuln not aſſaye Fortune by no way, ne ye ue ſhuln 
not lene or bowe unto hire. after the wordesoſgenek; 
for thinges that ben folily don, and tho that ben don 
in hope of Fortune, ſhuln never come to good ende. 
And as the ſame Senek ſayth, The more clere and the 
more ſhining that Fortune 1s the more brotel and the 
ſoner broke ſhe is. Truſterh not in hire, for ſhe n'is 
not ſtedeſaſt ne table, for whan thou troweſt to be 
moſt ſiker and ſeure of hire helpe ſhe wokfaille and 
deceive thee. And wheras ye ſayn that Fortune hath 
noriſhed you fro youre childhode, I ſay that in ſo mu- 
chel ye ſhula the leſſe truſte in hire and in hire wit; 
for Senck ſaith, What man that is noriſhed by For- 
tune ſhe maketh him a gret fool. Now than fin ye 
deſire and axe vengeaunce, and the vengeaunce that 
is don aſter the lawe and before the juge ne liketh you 
not, and the vengeaunce that is don in hope of For- 
tune is perilous and uncertain, than have ye non other 
remedie but for to have your recours unto the ſove- 
raine juge that vengeth alle vilanies and wronges, and 
he ſhal venge you; after that himſelſ witneſſeth wher- 
as he faith, Le veth the vengeaunce to me, and | ſhal 
do it. 

Melibeus anſwered, If I ne venge me of the vilanie 
P 11j 
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that men hand on to me l ſompne or warne hem that 
han don to me vilanic, and alle other, to do me an- 
other vilanie ; for it is written, If thou take no ven- 
gcaunce of an olde vilany thou ſompneſt thin adver- 
ſaries to do thee a newe vilanie: and allo tor my ſul- 
fr:unce men wolden do me ſo muche vilanie that [ 
might neither bere it ne ſuſteine, and fo ſnulde 1 ben 
put and holden over lowe; for ſom men ſain, In mu- 
che! ſuffring ſhul many thinges falle unto thee which 
thou ſhalt not mowe ſuftre. 

Certes, quod Prudence, I graunte you wel that o- 
vermuchel ſuftraunce is not good, but yet ne folweth 
it not theroſ that every perſone to whom men don 
vilanie thuld take of it vengcaunce, for that apper- 
teincth and longeth all only to the juges, for they ſhul 
venge the vilanies and injuries; and therſore tho two 
uuctoritees that ye han ſayd above ben only under- 
ſtonden in the juges, for whan they ſuffren evermu- 
chel the wronges and vilanies to be don withouten 
puniſhing they ſompue not a man all only for to do 
newe wronges but they commaunden it, al ſo as a 
wiſe man ſayth that the juge that correQeth not the 
ſiwuer commaundeth and biddeth him do ſinne: and 
the jugesandſoverainesmighten in hir lond ſo muche 
ſotlre of the ſhrewes and mifdoers, that they ſhuld 
en by Iviche ſuffraunce by proces of time wexen of 
ſwiche power and might that they ſhuld putte out the 
juges and the ſoveraines from hir places, and atte lalls 
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But now let us pntte that ye have leve to venge you: 
| ſay ye be not of might and power as now to venge 
you; for if ye wol maken compariſon unto the might 
of youre adverſaries, ye ſhuln finde in many thinges 
that | have ſhewed you er this that hir condition is 
better than youres, and therfore ſy l that it is guod 
as now that ye ſuſite and be patient, 

Forthermore, ye knowen wel that after the com- 
mune ſaw it is a woeodnelte a man to ſtrive with a 
ſtronger or a more mighty man than he is hinifelf; 
and for to ſtrive with a man of even {trenothe, that is 
to ſay, with as ſtrong a man as he is, it is peril; and 
for to ſtrive with a weker man it is folie; and therfore 
ſhulde a man flee ſtriving as muchel as he mighte; 
for Salomon ſayth, It is a gret worſhip to a man to 
kepe him fro noiſe and ftrif. An if it fo happe chat 
a man of greter mizhte and ſtrengthe than thou ar 
do thee grevaunce, ſtudie and beſie thee rather to ſtille 
the ſame grevaunce than for to venge thee; for Se- 
nek ſavth, that he putteth bim in a grete peril that 
ſtriveth with a greter man than he is him ſelf; and 
Caton ſayth, “ it a man of higher eſtat or degree, or 

more mighty than thou, do thee anoye or grevance 
ſuffre him, fer he that ones hath greved thee may 
another time releve thee and helpe thee, Yet ſette l 


amm bigher eat] This prudent advice is from C 
I. iv. diſt. 49. ; 
Cede lucum 1={is, fortune cede potenti [f. potentis] 
La dere qui potuit, procciTe auquanso valchit, 
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eas ye have bothe might and licence ſor to venge you; {WM you 
I ſay that ther ben ful many thingesthat ſhulnreſtreine of. 
you of vengeance taking, and make you for toencline ben 
to ſulfre and for to han patience in the wronges that by 
han ben don to you, Firſt and forward, if ye wol con- ö the 
ſidre the deſautes that ben in youre owen perſone, for ſayt 
which deſautes Cod hath ſuffred you have this tribu- tron 
lation, as l have ſayd to you herebetorne; for the poets ynονð 
ſayth, that we oughten patiently taken the tribula- or w 
tions that comento us, u han that we thinken and con- ö the d 
ſideren that we han deſerved to have hem; and Scint and i 
Gregorie ſayth, that whan a man conſidereth welthe We gove 
nombre of his defautes and of his ſinnes the peines WF lomo: 
and the tribulations that he ſuffereth ſemen the leſſe noiſe. 
unto him; and in as muche as him thinketh his finnes ¶ hem: 
more hevy and grevous, in ſo muche ſemeth his peine ¶ to be 
the lighter and the eſier unto him. Alſo ye owen to Wt fhipe 
encline and bowe youre herte to take the patience of by his 


oure Lord Jeſu Criſt, as ſayth Seint Peter in his Epilt- WW fore a 
les, Jeſu Criſt (he ſayth) hath ſuffred for us, and yeven WF £rct v. 
enſample to every man to folwe and ſue him, for he Cc: 
dide never ſinne, ne never came ther a vilains word dence, 
out of his mouth. Whan men curſed him he curſed WF every r 
hem novght, and whan men beten him he manaced e | ar 
hem nought. Aiſo the gret patience which ſeintes for mit 
that ben in Paradis han had in tribulations that they 
han ſuffred withouten hir deſert or gilt oughte muchel 
ſlirre you to patience. Furthermore, ye ſhulde entorce 
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you to have patience, eonſideciag that the tribulations 
of this world but litel while endure, and fone paſſed 
ben and gon, and the joye that a man ſckæth to han 
by patience in tribulations is perdurable; after that 
the apoitle ſayth in his epiſtle, Ihe joye of God, be 
ſayth, is perdurable, that is to ſayn, everlaſting. Alſo 
ttoweth and beleveth ſtedfaſtly that he n'is not wel 
ynoriſhed ne wel ytaught that cannot have patience, 
or wol not receive patience; for Salomon favth, that 
the doctriue and wit of 2 man is knowen by patience; 


| and ia another place he fayeth, that he that is patient 


governeth him by gret prudence: and the ſame Sa- 


lomon ſayth, The angrie and wrathful man maketh. 


noiſes, and the patient man attempreth and ſtilleth 


hem: he ſaith alſo, It is more worth to he patient than 
to be right ſtrong; and he that may have the lord- 
: 1 * * % * N s 

ſaipe of his owen herte is more to preife than he that 


! 1 ! Av _ * A 2 . 3 o * . 
by his force or ſtrengthe taketh pret citees: and ther- 
; " ” 1 . * * * . * * 
fore ſayth Seint James in his epiltlc that patience is a 


gret vertue of perſection. 
Certes, quod Melibte, Igraunte you, Dame Pru- 
dence, that patience 132 gret vertucof perfection, but 


every man may not have the perſcction that ye ſeken, 


ne am nat of the nombre of the right parkt men, 
lor min herte may ut ver be in pees unts the time it 
be venged. Anh ul be it fo that it was gret peril to 


min enemies to do mea vilanie in taking vengeaunce 
opon me, yet token they non hede of the peril, but 
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ſalfilleden hir wicked will and hir corage; and ther- 
fore me thinketh menoughten notrepreve me though 
I put me in a litel peril for to venge me, and though 
do a gret exceſſe, that is to ſayn, that I venge on out- 
rage by another. 

A! quod Dame Prudence, ye ſayn your will and az 
you liketh; but in no cas oſ the world a man ſhulde 
not don outrage ne exceſſe for to vengen him; for Caſ- 
ſiodore ſayth, that as evil doth he that vengeth him 


by outrage as he that doth the outrage ; and ther fore 


ye ſhuln venge you after the ordre of right, that is to 
ſayn, by the lawe, and not by exceſſe ne by outrage, 
And alſo if ye wol venge you of the outrage of youre 
adverſaries in other manere than right commaund— 
eth ye ſinnen; and therfore ſayth Senek, that a man 
ſhal never venge ſhrewedneſle by ſhre wedne ſſe. Ard 
if ye ſay that right axeth a man to defende violence 
by violence and fighting by fighting; certes ye lay 
ſoth, whan the defence is don withouten inter valle, 
or withouten tarying or delay, ſor to deſende him, and 
not for to venge: and it behoveth that a man putte 
ſwiche attemperaunce in his defence that men have 
no cauſe ne mater to repreve him that defendeth him 
of outrage and excelle, for elles were it againe reſon, 
Parde ye knowen wel that ye maken no defence a 
now for to defende you, but for to venge you, and 


ſo ſheweth it that ye han no will to do youre dede Þ 


attemprely; and therfore me thinketh that paticnc 
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179 
is good; ſor Salomon ſayth, that he that is not patient 


hal have gret harme. 


ovgh Certes, quod Melibee, I graunte you that whan a 
1 out- man is impatient and wrothe of that that touchethhim 
not, and that apperteineth not unto him, though it 
ind 23 harme him it is no wonder; for the 1:we ſaith that he 
huide 15 coupable that entremeteth or medleth with ſwicke 
1 Caſ- thing as apperteineth not unto him; and Salomon 
h him ſaith, that he that entremeteth of the noiſe or ſtriſ of 
erfore another man is like to him that takech a ſtraunge 
at is to hound by the eres, for right as he that taketh aſtraunge 
trage. hound by the eres is other while bitten with the hound, 
vyoute il right in the ſame wile it is reſon that he have harme 
naund ·¶ that by his impatience medleth him of the noiſe of an- 
a man ther man wheras it apperteineth not unto him. But 
2. Ard | Wc knowe wel that this dede, that is to fayn, my greef 
iolence nd my diſeſe, toucheth me right nigh ; and ther- 
ye lay Pore though | be wroth and impatient it is no mer- 
cr valle, aille: and (ſaving your grace) I cannot ſee that it 
im, and ight gretly harme me though took vengeaunce, 
in putte r [am richer and more mighty than min enemies 
en have en; and wel knowe ye that by money and by having 
eth bin Mete poſſeſſions ben alle thinges of this world go- 
ne reſon. (i rned ; and Salomon ſayth that alle thinges obeye 
cfence M ney. 
you, and Whan Prudence had herd hire huſthond avarnte 
ure ded m of his richeſſe and of his money, diſpreiſing the 
patience wer of his adverſaries, ſhe ſpake and fiyd in this 


| 
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wiſe : Certes, dere Sire! graunteyouthat ye benriche 
and mighty, and that richeſſes ben good to hem that 
han wel ygeten hem, and that wel conne uſen hem; 
for right as the body of a man may not liven wich- 
outen ſou], no more may it liven withouten temporel 
goodes, and by richeſſes may a man gete him grete 
frendes; and therfore ſayth Pamphilus, {a * netherdes 
doughter (he ſayth) be riche, ſhe may chele of atheu- 
ſand men which ſhe wol take to hire huſbond, for of 
a thouſand men on wol not forſaken hire ne refuſcn 
hire. And this Pamphilus faith allo, If thou be right 
happy, that is to ſayn, ih-thuu be right riche, thou 
ſhalt finde a gret bre of felawes and frendes; and 
if thy fortune ciaunge, that thou wexe poure, ſare- 
wel frendſhipe and felawſlipe, for thou ſhalt be al 
allone withouten any conipaig me but iſ it be the com- 
paignie of poure folk. And yet ſayth this Pamphi- 
lus moreover, that they that ben bond and thralle of 
linage ſhuln be made werthy and noble by richeilcs, 
And right ſo as by richeſles ther comen many goodes, 
right ſo by poverte come ther many harmes and 
eviles, for gret poverte conſtreineth a man to Go na- 
ny eviles; and therlore clepeth Caſſiodore povefte 
the moder of ruine, that is to ſayn, the moder 


a netherdet doughter) The editt. have Rrangely curruft- 
ed this into a nc Cour hter The reading which 1 tave 
reſtored from the mi, is contirnied by the original patiage t 
Pampbilut, mſ. Bod. 3703. ; 

Dummodo fit Gives Crufnflarn nee bil weil 
Eligit e mille quem libet i!la vitam. 
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overthrowing or falling doun; and ther fore ſayth 
Piers Alfonſe, Ou of the greteit adverſitees of this 
world is whan a free man by kinde, or of birthe, is 
conſtreined by poverte to ctcn the almeſſe of his ene- 
mie. And the ſame ſayth Innocent in on of his bookes: 
he ſayth, that ſorweful and miſtappy isthe condition 
of a poure begyer, for if he axe not his mete he dieth 
fer hunger, and il ke axe he dicth tor ſhame; and al- 
gates necefiitee conſtreineth him to axe; and therfore 
ſayth Salomon, that better it is to die than for to have 
ſwiche poverte ; and, as the ſame Salomon ſayth, Eet- 
ter it is to die of bitter deth than for to liven in ſwiche 
wiſe By thife refons that | have ſaid unto you, and 
by many other reſons that | coudeſaye, Igraunte you 
that richeſſes hen good to hem that wel geten hem, 
and to hem that wel uſca tho rickefies; and therfure 
wol I ſhewe you how ye ſhuln behave you in gade- 
ring of youre riche e, and in whet mancie ye ſhuln 
wen hem. 

Firſt, ye ſhuln geten hem withouten gret deſir, by 
good leiſer, ſokingly, aud not over haititiy, for a man 
that is to defiring to gete richeſſes abantoneth hint 
ſir ſte to theſte and to alle other eviles; and therfore 
fayth Salomon, He that haſteth him to beſily to wexe 
riche he ſhal be hon innocent: he favih alt, that the 
richeſſe thathaſtily cometh to a man ſone and lightly 
goeth and paſſeth from a man, but that richeſie that 
come th lite! and litel wexsth alway and multiplic:h. 
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And, Sire, ye ſhulen gete richeſſes by youre wit and 
and by youre travaille, unto youre profite, and that 
withoutenwrongor harme doing to any other perſone; 
for the lawe ſayth, her maketh no man himſelſriche 
if he do harme to another wight; this is to ſay, that 
Nature defendeth and forbedeth by right that no man 
make him elf riche unto the harme of another per- 
fone. And Tullius fayth, that no ſorwe, ne no drede 
of deth, ne nothing that may falle unto a man, is ſo 
muchel ageins nature as a man to encreſe his owen 
profite to harme of another man. And though the 
vrete men and the mighty men geten richeſſes more 
lightlythan thou, yet ſhalt thou not ben idel ne ſiowe 
to do thy profite, for thou ſhalt in alle wiſe flee idel- 
neſſe; for Salomon ſayth, that ideInefic techethamen 
to do many eviles: and the fame Salomon ſayth, that 
he that tra vailleth and beficth him to tillen his lond 
ſhal ete bred, but he that is idel, and caſteth him to 
no heſineſſe ne occupation, ſnai falle into poverte, and 
die for hunger. And he that is idel and ſlow can never 
find covenable time for to do his profite ; for ther is 
a ver ſifiour ſayth, that the idel man excuſeth him in 
winter becauſe of the grete cold, and in ſommier by 
encheion of the here, For thiſe cauſes, ſayth Caton, 
Waketh *, and enclincth younot over mucheltoflepe, 


* uleth, c.] Ican find nothing nearer to this in Cato than 
the maxim, I. iii. diſt. 7.; Segniriom fugito. - Fot the quuta- 
tions from the ſame author in the folluwirg page, I. 15 and 19, 
ſes |. iv. diſt. 17, and l. iii. diſt. 32. 
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for over muchel reſte noriſheth and cauſeth many 
vices; and therfore ſayth Seint Jerome, Doeth ſom 
good dedes, that the devil which is oure enemie ne 
finde you not unoccupied, for the devil ne taketh not 
lightly unto his werking ſwiche as he ſindeth occu- 
pied in goode werkes. | 

Than thus in geting richeſſes ye muſten flee idel- 
neſſe; and afterward ye ſnuln uſen the richeſſes which 
ye han geten by youre wit and by youre travaille in 
ſwiche manere that men holde you not to ſcarce ne to 
ſparing, ne fool-large, that is to ſay, over large a ſpen- 
der; for right as men hlamen an avaricious man be- 
cauſe of his ſcarcitee and chincherie, in the ſame wiſe 
is he to blame that ſpendeth over largely; and ther- 
fore ſaith Caton, Uſe (ſaythhe) thericheſſes that thou 
haſt ygeten in ſwiche manere that men have no ma- 
tere ne cauſe to calle thee nother wretche ne chinche, 
for it is a gret ſhame to a man to have a youre herte 
and a riche purſe: he ſayth alſo, The goodes that 
thou haſt ygeten uſe hem by meſure, that is to ſayn, 
ſpende meſurably, for they that folily waſten and di- 
ſpenden the goodes that they han whan they han no 
more propre of hir wen that they ſhapen hem to take 
the goodes of another man, | ſay than that ye ſhuln 
flee avarice, uſing youre richeſſes in ſwiche manere 
that men ſayn not that your richeſſes ben yberied, but 
that ye have hem in youre migit and in youre wel- 
ding; ſor a wiſe manrepreveth theavarieious man, and 
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ſayth thus in two vers, Wherto and why berieth 2 
man his goodes by his gret avarice, and knoweth wel 
that nedes muſt he die, for deth is the end of every 
man as in this preſent lif? and for what cauſe or 
encheſon joiucth he him cor knitteth he him ſo ſaſt 
unto his goodes that alle his wittes mown not diſſe- 
veren him or departen him from his goodes, and 
knoweth wel, or oughte to knowe, that whan he is 
ded he ſhal nothing bere with him out of this world? 
and therſore ſayth Seint Augulline, that the avari- 
cious man 1s hhkened unto helle, that the more it ſwal- 
weth the more deſir it hath to ſwalwe and devoure, 
And as wel as ye wolde eſchue to be called an avari- 
cious man or chinche, as wel ſhulde ye kepe you and 
governe you in ſwiche a wiſc that men calle you not 
fool-large; therforc ſaith Tullius, The goodes of thin 
hous ne ſhulde not ben Lid ne. kept fo cloſe but that 
they might ben opened by pitce and debonairetee, 
that is to ſayn, toyevehem part that han gret nede; ne 
thy goodesſhulden not ben ſoopen to be every mannes 


gocdes. Afterward, in geting of youre richeſſes and- 


in uſing of hem ye ſhuln alway have chree thinges in 
youre herte. that is to ſay oure Lord God, conſcience, 
and good name. Firſt, ye muln have God in youre 
herte, and for no richeſſe ye ſnuln do no thing which 
may in any manere diſpleſe God that is your creatour 
and maker; for, after the word ol Salomon, It is bet- 
ter to have a lite! good with love of God than to have 
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muchel good and leſe the love of his Lord God: and 
the prophete ſayth, that better it is to ben a good man 
and have litel good and treſor than to be holden a 
ſhrewe and have grete richeſſes. And yet | ſay for- 
thermore, that ye ſhuiden alway do youre beſineſſe to 
gete you richeſſes, ſo that ye gete hem with good con- 
ſcience. And the apoſtle fayth, that there ris thing 
in this world of which we ſhulden have ſo gret joye 
as whan oure conſcience bereth us good witnefte ; an 
the wiſe man ſayth, The tubitaunce of a man is ful 
good whan ſinne is not in mannes conſcience. Aſter- 
ward, in geting of youre richeficsand in uſing of hem 
ye muſt have gret beſineſſe and gret diligence that 
youre good name be alway kept and conſerved; tor 
Salomon ſayth, that beter it is and more it availeth 

a man to have a good name than tor to have grete ri- 

chefles; and therfore he ſayth ia another place, Do 

grete diligence (ſaithSalomon) in kepingofthy frendes 

and of thy good name, for it ſhal lengei abide with thee 

than any treſor, be it never fo precious; and certe3 

he ſhulde not be called a Gentilman that aiter God 

and good conſcience alle rhinges left ne duth his dili- 
gence and hefineſte to kepen his good name; and Caſ- 

ſiodore ſayth, that it is a ſigne of a gentii hee han 

a man loveth and deſireth to have a good name; aud 

therfore ſayth Seint Auguſtine, that ther ben two 

thingesthatarn right neceſſ i ie and nedeſul, and that 

is good conſcience and good los; that is to ſayn, good 
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conicience to thin owen perſone inward, and good los 
for thy neig hebouroutward. And he that troſteth him 
ſo muchel in his good conſcience that he deſpiſethand 
ſetteth at nought his good name or los, and recketh 
not though he kepe not his good name, nis but a cruel 
cherl. 

Sire, now have l ſhewed you how ye ſhulden do in 
geting richeſſes, and how ye ſhuln uſen hem; and! 
fee wel that for the truſt that ye han in youre richeſſes 


ye wiln meve werre and bataille. 1 conſeille you that 


ye beg inne no bataille ne werre in truſt of youre ri- 


cheſſes, for they ne ſuflicen not werres to maintcine; 


and therfore ſayth a philoſophre, That man that de- 
fireth and wol algates han werre fhal never have ſuf- 
fiſaunce, for the richer that he is the greter diſpences 
muſt he make, if he wol have worſhip and victorie; 
and Salomon ſaith, that the greter richeſtesthat an:an 
hath the mo diſpendours he hath. And; dere Sire ! al 
be it ſo that for your richeſſes ye moun have muchel 
folk, yet hehoveth it not ne it is not good to beꝑ inne 
werre, Wheras ye moun in other manere have pces 
unto youre worſhip and profite; for the victorie of ba- 
tailles that ben in this world lith not in gret nombre 
or muliande of peple, ne in the vertue of man, but it 
lich in che will and in the hond of oure Lord God Al 
mighty; andtherſore Judas Machabcus, which was 
Goddes knight, whan he ſhulde ſighte again his ad- 
verſarie that hadde a greter nombre and a greter mule 
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titude of ſolk, and ſtrenger than was the peple of this 
Machabee, yet he recomforted his litel compaignie, 
and ſayde right in this wiſe ; Al fo lightly (ſayde he) 
may our Lord God Almighty yeve victorie to a fewe 
folk as to many folk, for the victorie of a bataille co- 
meth not by the gret nombre of peple, but it cometh 
from oure Lord God of heven. And, dere Sire! for as 
muchel as ther is no man certaine if it be worthy 
that God yeve him viRtorie or not, aſter that Salomon 
fayth, Therfore every man ſhulde gretly drede werres 
to beginne; and becaufc that in batailles fallen many 
perils, and it happeth other while that as ſone is the 
gret man flain as the htel man; and, as it is ywritten 
in the ſecond book of Kinges, The dedes of batailles 
ben aventurous, and nothing certain, for as lightly is 
on hurt with a ſpere as another; and for ther is gret 
peril in werre, therfore ſhulde a man flee and eſchue 
werre in as muchel as a man may gooGly; for Salo- 
mon ſayth, He that loveth peril ſhal ſalle in peril, 

Aſter that Dame Prudence had ſpoken in this ma- 
nere Mclihee anſwerd and {1ide : 1 ſee wel, Dame Pru- 
dence, that by youre faire wordes and by youre reſons 
that ye han ſhewed me that the werre liketh you no- 
thing; but l have not yet herd your conſcil how ! ſhal 
do in this nede. 


Certes, quod ſhe, I conſeille yon that ye accorde-. 


with youre adverſaries, and that ye have pecs with 
hem; for Scint James ſayth in his Epiſtle that by con- 
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corde and pees the ſmale richeſſes wexen grete, and 


by dehat and diſcorde grete richeſſes fallen doun : and 
ye knowen wel that on of the greteſt and moſte ſove- 
raine thing that is in this world is unitee and pees; 
and therfore ſayde oure Lord Jeſu Criſt to his apoilles 
in this wiſe, Wel happy and bleſſed ben they that lo- 
ven and purchaſen pees, for they ben called the chil- 
dren of God. A! quod Melibee, now fee I welthat ye 
loven not min honour ne my worſhipe. Ye knowen 
wel that min adverſaries han begonne this debat and 
brige by hir outrage, and ye fee wel that they ne re- 
queren ne prayen me not of pees, ne they axen not to 
be reconciled; wol ye than that I go and meke me 
and obeye me to hem, and crie hem mercie? ſorſoth 
that were not my worſhipe; for right as men {ayn 
that overgret homlinefſe engendreth diſpreiſing, fo 
fareth it by to gret humilitee or mekeneſſe. 

Than began Dame Prudence to make ſemblaunt of 
wrathe, and ſayde, Certes, Sire, (fauf your grace) | 
love youre honour and youre profite as | do min owen, 
and ever have don, ye ne non other ſeyn never the 
contrary : and if | had ſayde that ye ſhulde han pur- 
chated the pees and the reconciliation | ne hadde not 
muchel miſtake nie ne ſayde amis; for the wife man 
ſayth, i he diſſention beginneth by another man, and 
the reconciling beg inntth by thyſelf: and the pro- 
phete faith, Flee ſnrewednt ſſe and do goodheſſe; ſcke 
pees and folwe it, in as muchel as in thee is. Yet lay 
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I not that ye ſhuln rather purſue to youre adverſaries 
for pees than they ſhulu to you, for I know wel that 
ye ben ſo hard-herted that ye wol do nothing for me; 
and Salomon ſuyth, He that hath over hard an herte 
atte laſte he ſhal niſnappe and miſtide. 

Whan Melibee had herd Dame Prudence make ſem- 
blaunt of wrath he ſayde in this wiſe: Dame, pray you 
that ye be not diſpleſed of thingesthat | fay, fur | knowe 
wel chat lam angry and wroth, and that is ng wonder, 
and they that ben wroth woten not wel what they 
don ne what they ſayn; therfore the prophete ſayth, 
that troubled eyen han no clere ſighte. But ſayth and 
conſcilleth me as you liketh, for I am redy to do right 
as ye wol deſire; and if ye repreve me of my folie I am 
the more holden to love you and to preiſc you; for 
Salomon ſaith, that he that repreveth him that doth 
folie he ſhal find greter grace than he that decciveth 
him by ſwete wordes. 

Than ſayde Dame Prudence, I make no ſemblaunt 
of wrath ne of anger but ſor youre grete proſite; ſor Sa- 
lomon ſaith, He is more wroth that repreveth or chi- 
deth a fool for his folie, ſhewing him ſemblaunt of 
wrath, than he that ſupporteth him and preiſeth him 
in his miſdoing, and laugheth at his folie; and this 
ſame Salomon faith aſterward, that by the ſorweful 
viſage of a man. that is to ſayn, by the ſory and hevy 
countenance of a man, the tool curreGeth aud amen» 
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Than ſaid Melibee, I ſnal not conne anſwere unt 
ſo many faire reſons as ye putten to me and ſhewen: 
ſayth ſhortly youre will and youre conſcil, and l am 
al redy to performe and fulfille it. 

Than Dame Prudence diſcovered all hire will unto 
him, and faide, I conleille you, quod ſhe, above alle 
thinges that ye make pees betwene God and you, and 
be reconciled unto him and to his grace, for as] have 
fayde you herebeforen, God hath ſuffered you to have 
this tribulacion and diſeſe for youre ſinnes: and if ye 
do as | fay you God wol ſende youre adverliaries un- 
to you, and make hem falle at youre feet, redy to do 
youre will and youre commaundements; for Salomon 
ſayth, Whan the condition of man is pleſaunt and li- 
king unto God he chaungeth the hertes of the mannes 
adverſaries, and conſtreineth hem to beſechen him of 
pees and of grace, Aud I pray you let me ſpeke with 
your adverſaries in prevee place, for they ſhuln not 
knowe that it be of youre wilt or youre aſſent, and than 
whan I knowe hir will and hir ententel may conſcille 
you the more ſeurely. 

Dame, quod Melibeus, doth youre will and youre 
liking, for | putte me wholly in youre diſpoſition and 
ordinaunce. 

Than Dame Prudence, whan ſhe ſey the good will 
of hire huſbond  delibered unto hire, and toke avis in 
hire ſelf, thinking how ſhe might bring this nede un- 
to goode ende; and whan ſhe ſey hire tune ſhe ſent 
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for thiſe adverſaries to come unto hire in to a privee 
place, and thewed wiſely unto hem the grete goodes 
that comen of pees, and the grete harmes and perils 
that ben in werre; and ſaide to hem in a goodly ma- 
nere how that hem ovghte have gret repentaunce of 
the injuries and wronges that they hadden don to Me- 
libeus hire lord, and unto hire and to hire doughter. 
And whan they herden the goodly wordes of Dame 
Prudence they weren fo ſurpriſed and raviſhed, and 
hadden ſo gret joye of hire, that wonder was to telle. 
A, Lady! quod they, ve have ſhewed unto us the bleſ- 
ling of ſweteneſſe, after the ſaying of David the pro- 
phete ; for the reconciling which we be not worthy to 
have in no manere, but we oughten requeren it with 
grete contrition and humilitee, ye of youre grete good- 
neſſe have preſented unto us. Now ſee we wel that 
the ſcience and conning of Salomon is ful trewe; for 
he ſaith, that ſwete wordes multiplien and encreſen 
frendes, and maken ſhre wes to bedehonaireand meke. 
Certes, quod they, we putten oure dede and all oure 
matere and cauſe al holly in youre good wall, and ben 
redy to obeye unto the ſpeche and commaundement 
of my Lord Melibeus; and therfore, dere and benigne 
Lady! we praye you and beſeche you, as mekely as we 
conne and moun, that it like unto youre grete good- 
neſſe to fulſille in dede youre goodly wordes; for we 
conſideren and knowelechen that we han offended and 


greved my Lord Mclibeus out of meſure, fo fer fosth 
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that we ben not of power to maken him amendes, and 1 
therfore we oblige and binde us and oure frendes for 1 


to do all his will and his commaundements: but per- 
aventure he hath ſwiche hevincſle and ſwiche wrath 


tous ward, becauſc of our offence, that he wol enjoyn- : 
en us {wiche a peine as we nioun not bere ne ſuſteine; u 
and therfore, noble Ladie! we beſeche to youre wo- n 
manly pitte to take ſwiche aviſement in this nede that u. 
we ne oure frendes ben not diſherited and deſtroicd of 
thurgh oure folie. 

Certes, quod Prudence, it is an hard thing and right m 
perilous that a wan putte him all outrely in the arbi- ec 
tration and jugement and in the might and power of- hi: 
his encmie; for Salomon fayth, Leveth me and yeveth hit 
credence to that that | ſhall ſay; To thy tone, to thy ſut 
wif, to thy frend, ne to thy brother, ve yeve thou ne- cy 
ver might ne maiſtrie over thy body wie thou livell, 

| Now, {ith he defendeth that a man {huice not yeveto dat 

| his brother ne to his frend the might of his body, by fir; 
1 a ſtrenger reſon he defendeth and forbedeth a man to dul 
yeve hin:ſelf to his enemy. And natheles L contclle tor 
| you that ye miſtruſte not my lord, for | wot wel and is n 

| krove veraily that he is debonaire and meke, Jarye, and 
| carteis, and nothing defirons ne coveitous of gone do: 

| richeſſe, for ther is vothing in this world that he de- des. 
fireth ſave only worthipe ava honour. Forthermore, 7 

know wel and am 11ight ſure that he ſhal nothing C0 ſaid 
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ken in this cas that by the grace of oure Lord God ye 
ſhuln be reconciled unto us. 

Than ſaiden they with o vois, Worſhiptul Lady! we 
putten us and oure goodes al fully in youre will and 
diſpoſition, and ben redyto come what day that it like 
unto youre nobleſſe to limite us or aihgne us for to 
make oute obligation and bond as ſtrong as it liketh 
unto youre goodnefle, that we moun fulfille the will 
of you and of my Lord Mclibee. 

Wnan Dame Prudence had herd the anſwerof thiſe 
meu ſhe had hem go agein prively. and the retourn- 
ed to hire Lord Melibee, and told him how ſhe fond 
his adverſariesful repentaunt, knowleciing ful lowly 
hir ſinues and treſpas, and how they weren redy to 
ſuffren all peine, requering and prey ing him of mer- 
cy and pitee. 

Than faide Melibee, He is wel worthy to have par- 
don and foryevencſle of his ſinne that excuſeth not his 
five, but knowlecheth and repenteth him, axing in- 
dulgence; for Senck faith, [ker is the remiſſion and 
forycveneſſe wher as the confellion is, for confeſſion 
is neighehour to innocence : and therefore l affente 
and conterme me to have pees; bur it is good that we 
do nought withouten the aſſent and will of oure fren- 
des. 

Than was Prudence right glad and joyeful, and 
ſale, Certes, Sire, ye han wel and goodly anſwered; 
tor right as by the canſcil, aſſent, and helpe, of your 
Velume IF. R 


194 THE TALE OF MELIBEUS, 


frendes ye han be ſtired to venge you and make werre, 
right ſo withouten hir conſeil ſhul ye not accord you 
ne have pees with youre adverſaries; for the lawe 
ſaith, Ther is nothing ſo good by way of kinde as a 
thing to be unbounde by him that it was ybounde. 

And than Dame Prudence, withouten delay or tary- 
ing, ſent anon hire meſſageres for hir kin and for hir 
clde frendes which that were trewe and wiſe, and told 
hem by crdre in the preſence of Melibee all the ma- 
tere as it is above c preſſed and declared, and preicd 
hem that they wold yeve hir avis and conſeil what 
were beſt to do in this nede. And whan Melibeus 
frendes hadden taken hir avis and deliberation of the 
foreſaid matere, and hadden examined it by gret be- 
ſineſic and gret diligence, they yaven ful conſeil for to 
have pecs and reſte, and that Melibee ſhulde receive 
with good herte his adverſaries to foryeveneſſe and 
mercy. 

And whan Dame Prudence had herd the aſſent of 
hire Lord Melitce, and the conſc1l of his frendes ac- 
cord with hire will and hire entention, ſhe was won- 
der glad in hire herte, and ſayde, Ther is an old pro- 
verbe, quod the, ſayth, that the goodneſſe that thou 
maiſt do this day do it, and abide not ne delay it not 
til to morwe; and therfore I conſeille that ye ſende 
youre meiſageres, ſwiche as ben diſcret and wile, un- 
to youre adverſaries, telling hem on youre behalf that 
if they wel trete of pces and of accord that they ſhape 
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hem withouten delay or tarying to come unto us. 
Which thing parfourmed was indede. And whan thiſe 
treſpaſours and repenting follꝭ of hir folies, that is to 
ſayn, the adverſaries of Melidce, hadden herd what 
thiſe meſſageres ſayden unto hem they weren right 
glade and joyeful, and anſwerden ſul mekely and be - 
nignely, yelding graces and thankinges to hir Lord 
Melibee and to all his compagnie, and ſhopen hem 
withouten delay to go with the meſlageres, and obeye 
to the commaundement of hir Lord Melibee. 

And right anon they token hir way to the court of 
Melibee, and token with hem ſom of hir trewe frendes 
to make feith for hem and for to ben hir borwes, And 
whan they were comen to the preſence of Melibee he 
ſaide hem thiſe wordes: It ſtant thus, quod Melibee, 
and ſoth it is that ye cauſeles and withouten ixiil and 
reſon han don grete injuries and wronges to me and 
to my wif Prudence, and to my doughter alſo, for ye 
han entred into myn hous by violence, and have don 
ſwiche outrage that alle men knowen wel that ye han 
deſcrved the deth; and therfore wol l know and wete 
of you whether ye wol putte the puniſhing and cha- 
ſtiſing, and the vengeaunce, ofthis outrage in the will 
of me and of my wif or ye wol not. 

Than the wiſeſt of hem three anſwered for hem 
alle, and ſaide; Sire, quod he, we knowen wel that we 
ben unworthy to come to the court of fo gret a lord 
and ſo worthy as ye ben, for we han fo gretly mi- 
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ſtaken us, and han offended and agilte in ſwiche wiſe 
agein your high lordſhipe, that trewely we han de- 
lex ved the deth; but yet for the grete goodneſſe and 
debonairetee that all the world witneileth of youre 
perſone we ſubmitten us to the excellence and benig- 
nitee of youre gracious lordſhipe, and ben redy to o- 
beye to alle youre comandements, beſeching you that 
of youre merciable pitee ye wol conſidere oure grete 
repentance and Jowe ſubmiſſion, and graunte us for- 
ve veneſſe of oure outragious treſpas and offence; for 
wel we knowen that youre liberal grace and mercie 
ſtretchen hem forther into goodn<lle than don oure 
outragious giltes and treſpas into wickedneſſe, al be 
it that curſedly and dampnably we han agilte again 
youre highe lordſhipe. 

Than Melibee toke hem up fro the ground ful be- 
nignely, and received hir obligations and hir bondes 
by hir othes upon hir plegges and borwes, and aſſigned 
hem a certain day to retourne unto his court for to re- 
ceive and accept ſentence and jugement that Melibee 
wolde commande to be don on hem by the cauſes a- 
foreſaid; which thinges ordeined every man retourn- 
ed to his hous. 

And han that Dame Prudence ſaw hire time ſhe 
freined, and axed hire Lord Melibee what vengeance 
he thouglite to taken of his adverſarics ? 

Towhich Melibee anſwerd and ſaide; Certes, quod 
he, I thinke and purpoſe me fully to diſherite hem of 
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all that ever they han, and ſor to putte hem in exile 
for ever. 

Certes, quod Dame Prudence, this were a cruel ſen- 
tence, and muchelagein reſon, for ye benriche ynough, 
and han no nede of other mennes good; and ye might 
lightly in this wife gete you a coveitous name, which 
is a vicious thing, and onghte to be eſchewed of every 
good man, for after the ſawe of the apoſtle coveitiſe 
is rote of alle harmes; and therfore it were better for 
you to leſe muche] good of your owen than for totake 
of hir good in this manere; for better it is to leſe good 
with worſhip than to winne good with vilanie and 
ſhame : and every man oughte to do his diligence and 
his beſineſſe to gete him a good name; and yet ſhalt 
he not only beſie him in keping his good name, but he 
ſal alfoenforcen him alway to do ſom thing by which 
he may renovelle his good name; for it is written 
that the olde good los or good name of a man is fone 
gon and paſſed han it is not newed. And as touch- 
ing that ye ſayn, that ye wol exile your adverſaries, 
that thinketh me muchel agein reſon and out of me- 
ture, conſidered the power that they han yeven vou 
upon hemſelf; and it is written, that he is worthy to 
icſe his privilege that miſufeth the might and the pow- 
er that is yeven him, And { ſotte cus ye might enjoine 
hem that peine by right and by lawe, (which I trowe 
ye mowe not Go} 1 lay ye might not putte it to cxe- 
cution peraventure, and than it wers like to retourne 
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to the werre as it was beforn: and therfore if you wol 
that men do you obeiſaunce ye muſt deme more cur- 
teiſly, that is to ſayn, ye muſt yeve more eſie ſenten- 
ces and jugements; for it is written, he that moſt 
curteiſly commandeth to him men moſt obeyen. And 
therfore I pray you that in this neceſſitee and in this 
nede ye caſte you to overcome youre herte; for Se- 
nek ſayth, that he that overcometh his herte over- 
cometh twies; and Tullius ſaith, Ther is nothing ſo 
commendable in a gret lord as whan he is debonaire 
and meke, andappeſeth him lightly. And I pray you 
that ye wol now torbere to do vengeaunce in ſwiche 


a manere that your good name may be kept and con- 


ſerved, and that men mown have cauſe and matere to 
preiſe you of pitee and of mercy, and that yehaveno 
cauſe torepente you of thing that ye don; for Seneke 
ſaieth, He overcometh in an evil manere that repen- 
teth of his victorie. Wherfore | pray you let mercy be 
in youre herte, to the effect and entente that God Al- 
mighty have mercy upon you in his laſt jugement; 
for Se int James ſaith in his epiſtle, Jugement with- 
oute mercy ſhal be do to him that hath no mercy of 
another wight. 

Whan Mclibce had herd the grete ſkilles and re- 
ſons of Dame Prudence, and hire wiſe informations 
and techinges, his herte gan encline to the will of his 
wif, conſidering hire trewe entente, enforced him a- 
non, and aſſented fully to werken after hire conſeil, 
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and thanked God, of whom procedeth all goodneſſe 
and all vertue, that him ſent a wif of ſo gret diſcre- 
tion. And whan the day came that his adverſaries 
ſhulde appere in his preſence he ſpake to hem ful 
goodly, and ſaide in this wiſe: Al be it ſo that of youre 
pride and high preſumption and folie, and of youre 
negligence and unconning, ye have miſborne you and 
treſpaſed unto me, yet for as muchel as I ſee and he- 
hold youre grete humilitee, and that ye ben ſory and 
repentant of youre giltes, it conſtreineth me todo you 
grace and mercy; wherfore I receive you into my 
grace, and foryeve you outrely alle the offences, in- 
juries, and wronges, that ye have don agein me and 
mine, to this effect and to this ende, that God of his 
endeles mercie wol at the time of oure dying foryeve 
us oure giltes that we han treſpaſed to him in this 


| wretched world; for douteles if we be ſory and re- 


pentant of the ſinnes and giltes which we han treſpa- 
ſed in the ſight of oure Lord God, he is fo free and 
ſo merciable that he wol foryeven us oure giltes, and 
bringen us to the bliſſe that never hath ende. Amen. 
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Wax ended was the Tale of Melibee 13995 
And of Frudence and hire benignitee 
Our Hoſte ſaide, As I am faithſul man, 
And by the precious corpus Madrian, 
I hadde lever than a barell of ale 
That goode lefe my wif had herde this Tale, 13920 
For ſhe n'is no thing of ſwiche patience 
As was this Melibeus wif Prudence, 

By Goddes bones whan bete my knaves 
She bringeth me the grete clobbed ſtaves, 
And cryeth, Slee the dogges everich on, 13905 
And breke hem bothe bak and every bon. 

And if that any neiovhebour of mine 
Wol not in chirche to my wif encline, 
Or be ſo hardy to hire to treſpace, 
Whan ſhe cometh home ſhe :ampcth in my face, 
And cryeth, Falſe coward ! wreke thy wif; 13911 
By corpus Domini | wol have thy Enif, 
And thou ſhalt have my diſtaf and go ſpinne. 
Fro day til night right thus ſhe wol beginne. 

Alas ! ſhe laith, that ever 1 was yſhape 13915 
To wed a milkſop or a coward ape, 


I hat wol ben overladde with every wight : 


Thou darit not ſtonden by thy wives right. 


N. 13808. corps AMadricn] The relicks of St. Maternus, Cod. 
Urr. But I can ſud no ſuch (ajiit in the common legendatiess 
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This is my lif but if that I wol fight, 

And out at dore anon | mote me dight, 13929 
Or elles | am loſt, but if that I 
Be like a wilde leon fool-hardy. 

| wote wel ſhe wol do me lee ſom day 
Som neighebour, and thanne go my way, 

For | am periJous with knif in honde T3925 
Al be it that!] dare not hire withſtonde, 

For ſhe is bigge iu armes by my faith, 

That hal he finde that hire mi!doth or ſaith. 

Bur let us paſſe away tro this matere, 

My Lord the Monk, quod he, be mery of chere, 
For ye ſhul telle a Vale treweiy. 13931 
Lo! Roncheſter ſtondeth here faſte by; 

Ride forth, min owen Lord, breke not our game. 
But by my trouche { can not telle youre name; 
Whether ſhal | cali you my Lord Dan John, 13935 
Or Dau Thomas, or elles Dan Alben ? 

Of what hous be ye by your ſader kin ? 

I vow to God thou haſt a ful faire ſkin. 

It is a gentil paſture ther thou goit; 

Thou art not like a pcuaunt or a goſt. T3940 

Upon my faith thou art ſom officer, 

Som worthy ſextein, or ſom celerer, 

For by my fadres ſoule, as to my dome, 

Thou art a maiſter whan thou art at home; 

No poure cloiſterer, ne non novice, 13945 
But a governour bothe ware aud wiſe, 
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And therwithal of braunes and of bones 

A right wel faring perſone for the nones. 

I pray to God yeve him confuſion 

That firſt thee brought into religion. T 39539 
Thou woldeſt han ben a trede-foul a right 

Hadaeſt tliou as grete leve as thou haſt might 

To parfourme all thy luſt: in engendrure 

Thou haddeit begeten many a creature, 

Alas! why wereft thou fo wide a cope? I 3955 
God yeve me ſorwe but and l were pope 

Not only thou but every mighty man, 

Though he were ſhore ful high upon his pan, 
Shuld have a wif, for al this world is lorn, 
Religion hath take up all the corn I 3969 
Of treding, and we borel men hen ſhrimpes; 

Of ſeble trees ther comen wretcned impes. 

This maketh that our heires ben ſo ſclendre 

And ſeble that they moun not wel engendre; 

This maketh that our wives wol aſſaye I 3965 
Religious folk, for they moun berter paye 

Of Venus payements than mowen we; 

God wote no Lusſheburghes payen ye. 


v. 13948. 4 right evel faring] I have no better authority for 
the inſertion of rizht than ed. Urr. 

v. 13968. Lus/heburghes) Baſe coins, probably firſt imported, 
as Skinner thinks, from Luxembourg. They are mentioned in 
the ſtat. 25 E. III. c. 2.; La monoie appelle Lucynbourg,” and 
in P. P. fol. 82, b.; 


As in L burg is a luther ala, yet loketh like gerling. 
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But be not wroth, my Lord, though that I play; 


Ful oft in game a fothe have | herd ſay, 
This worthy Monke toke all in patience, 

And ſaide, I wol don all my diligence, 

As fer as ſouneth into honeſtee, 

To tellen you a Tale, or two or three; 

And if you lift to herken hiderward 

wol you ſayn the lif of Seint Edward, 

Or elles tragedies firſt I wol telle, 

Of which | have an hundred in my celle. 
Tragedie is to ſayn a certain ſtoric, 

As olde bookes maken us memorie, 

Of him that ſtood in gret proſperitee, 

And is yfallen out of high degree 

In to miſerie, and endeth wretchedly; 

And they ben verified communly 

Of fix feet, which men clepen Exametron : 

In proſe eke ben endited many on, 

And eke in metre in many a ſondry wiſe, 

Lo this declaring ought ynough ſuffice, 
Now herkeneth if you liketh for to here. 

Pur ſirſt I you beſeche in this matere, 

Though I by ordre telle not thiſe thinges, 

Be it of popes, emperoures, or kinges, 

Alter hir ages, as men written finde, 

But telle hem ſom before and fom behinde, 

As it now cometh to my remembrance, 

Have me excuſed of min ignorance, 
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THE MONKES TALE. 


] Wol bewaile in manere of tragedie 
Ihe harm of hem that ſtode in high degree, 
And ſellen ſo that ther n'as no remedie 


To bring hem out of hir adverſitee ; 14c00- 


For certain whan that Fortune liſt to flee 
Ther may no man of hire the cours withholde ; 
Let no man truſt on blinde proſperitee; 
Beth ware by thiſe enſamples trewe and olde. 
Lucifer. 
At Lucifer, though he an angel were 14003 
And not a man, at him I wol beginne; 
For though Fortune may non angel dere, 
From high degree yet fell he for his ſinne 
Doun into helle, wheras he yet is inne. 
O Lucifer! brighteſt of angels alle, T4016 
Now art thou Sathanas, that maiſt not twinne 
Out of miſerie in which that thou art falle. 
Adam. 
Lo! Adam in the feld of Damaſcene 
With Goddes owen fiager wrought was he, 
And not begeten of mannes ſperme unclene, 14015 


The Montes Tale) A tragical diſcourſe of many who have 
fallen from high eſtate to extreme miſery. . 
Y. 14913. in the feld of Damaſcene) So Lydgate, from Boc- 
cace, [pcaks of Adam and Eve, Trag. b. i. c. I.; 
Of lime of the erta in Damaſcine tne felde 
Cod made them above ech creature, 
Poccace is much longer in relating their ſtory, which is bl 
firit or lis tragedies, 
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And welte all Paradis ſaving o tree. 

Had never worldly man ſo high degree 

As Adam, til he for miſgovernance 

Was driven out of his proſperitce 

To labour, and to helle, and to meſchance. 14c 20 


14000 Sampſon. 
Lo! Sampſon, which that was annunciat 
e: By the angel long or his nativitee, 
And was to God Almighty conſecrat, 
. And ſtode in nobleſſe while he mighte ſee : 


Was never ſwiche another as was he, 14025 
14005 To ſpeke of ſtreugth and therto hardineſſe; 
But to his wives tolde he his ſecree, 
Thurgh which he flow himſelf for wretchedneſſe. 
Sampſon, this noble and mighty champion, 


Wicbouten wepen ſave his handes twey 14030 
14016 He flow and all to- rente the leon, 
ane Toward his wedding walking by the wey. 


His falſe wit coude him ſo pleſe and pray 

Til ſhe his conſeil knewe, and ſhe untrewe 

Unto his foos his conſeil gan bewray, 14035 
And him forſoke, and toke another newe. 

Three hundred foxes toke Sampſon for ire, 
Aud all hir tayles he togeder bond, 

And ſet the foxes tayles all on fire, 


» 


"2 


e, 14015 
* * ho have 


Cy {rom Boc- 2 . . 

V. 14921, Sampſon] His tragedy is alſo in Boccace, b. i. c. 19. 
but our Author ſcenis rather to have fullowed the origmal, 
Judges xiv, XV. xvi. 
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For he in every tayl had knit a brond, 14040 
Aud they brent all the cornes in that lond, * 
} And all hir oliveres and vines eke. A 
I A thouſand men he flow cke with his hond, A 
| And had no wepen but an aſſes cheke. Sh 
; Whan they were ain fo thurſted him that he A 
j Was wel nie lorne, for which he gan to preye 14046 A 
4 That God wold on his peine han ſom pitee, T. 

An.! ſend him drinke, or elles moſte he deye; 

And of this alles cheke that was ſo dreye Tl 
Out of a wang toth ſprang; anon a welle, 14050 Bu 
Of which he drank ynough, ſhortly to ſeye. W 
| Thus halp him God, as Judicum can telle. of 
| By veray force at Gata on a night, 0 
\ NMaugte the Philiſtins of that citee, Ne 
þ he gates of the toun he hath up plight, 14055 Sit 
| Ard on his bak ycaricd hei hath he | 
| Iligh on an hill, wher as men might hem ſe. Hi 
| O noble mighty Sampſon, lefe and dere! An 
| NHaddeſt thou not told to women thy fecree An 
1 In ali this world ne had ther ben thy pere. 14060 Lu 
his Sampſon never fider drank ne wine, Fo 
| Ne on his hed came raſour non ne there, An 
| | Dy precept of the meſſager divine, An 
| For all his ſtrengthes in his heres were: x 
| And fully twenty winter yere by yere 14065 An 
e hadde of {fracl the governance; Wi 
Fut ſene ial he wepen many a tere, * 


For women [hun lim bringen to meſchauce. 
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Unto his lemman Dalida he told 
That in his heres all his ſtrengthe lay, 14c 70 
And falſely to his fomen ſhe him ſold; 
And ſleping in hire barme upon a day 
She made to clip or ſhere his here away, 
And made his fomen al his craft cſpicn ; 
And whan that they hin fond in this array 14075 
They bond him faſt, and putten out his even, 
But or his here was clipped or yſhave 
Ther was no bond with which men might lum bind, 
But now is he in priſon in a cave, 
Wheras they made him at the querne grinde, 14080 
O noble Sampſon, ſtrongeſt of mankind, 
O whilom juge in glory and richeſlc ! 
Now mayeſt thou wepen with thin cyen blind 
Sith thou fro wele art falle in wretchedneſſe. 
The ende of this caitif was as | ſhal ſeye: 14085 
His fomen made a feſte upon a day, i 
Ard made him as hir fool before hem pleye, 
And this was in a temple of gret array: 
Lut at the laſt he made a foule aſſray, 
For he two pillers ſhokeand made hem ſalle, 14090 
And doun fell temple and all, and ther it lay, 
And flow himſelf, and cke his fomen alle. 
This is to ſayn, the princes everich on, 
And eke three thouſand bodies, were ther ſain 
With falling of the gret remple of Ron 14095 
* er the querne} The mill ; tucrna, mala, Hand, 


S ij 


| 
| 
: 
q 
4 
1 
=] 


2-8 THE MONKES TALE, 


Of Sampſon now wol I no more fain : 
Beth ware by this enſample old and plain 
That no men tell hir conſeil to hir wives 
Of ſwiche thing as they wold han fecree fain, 
It that it touch hir limmes or hir lives, 14109 
Hercules. 
Of Hercules the ſoveraine conquerour 
Singen his werkes laude, and high renoun, 
Fer in his time of ſtrength he was the flour. 
He flow and raft the fl:inne of the Icon; 
He of Centaures laid the boſt adoun ; 14105 
He Harpics flow, the cruel briddes ſelle; 
Ne golden apples raft fro the dragon; 
He Grew out Cerberus, the hound of helle. 
He flow the cruel tirant Buſirus, 
And made his hors to fret hira fleſh and bon; 14110 
He flow the firy ſerpent venemous; 
Of \chelous two hornes brake he on; = 


Ee 
1 


a 
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And hc flow Cacus in a cave of ſton; _ 
Ile flow the geaunt Anteus the ſtrong ; 5 
Ee flow the griſely bore, and that anon; 14175 Sm 
: nd 

Aud bare the hevene on his nekke long. | 
+. 14101. Hereuler] In this account of the labours of Her- nh 
cules Chancer has evidently copied Boerbinus, I. iv. met.7. Many For 

of the expieſions he had uſed before in his proſe trauſiation of 

that author, ; *. 
* 14116, the hezene on his nette long] This is the reading readi 
of the bett inſſ. and is agreeable to Boethius, ioc. cit. thus trant - Is all 
** Cl; 


lated by Chaucer; © And the laſt of his labors was, that h. ſue 
clue the bewen upon bi; necde unbowed,” The margin oi By 
© mf. C. I. explains % to mean dia. — Ille editt. read, 

And baie Y bed pon his ſpere long. 
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Was never wight ſith that the world began 
That flow ſo many monſtres as did he; 
Thurghout the wide world his name ran, 
What for his ſtrength and for his high bountee ; 
And every reaume went he for to ſce. 14121 
He was ſo ſtrong that no man might him let; 
At bothe the worldes endes, ſaith 'Trophee, 
In ſlede of boundes he a piller ſet. 
Alemman had this noble champion 14125 
That highte Deianire, as ſreſh as May; 
And, as thiſe clerkes maken mention, 
She hath him ſent a ſherte ſreſh and gay: 
Alas! this ſherte, alas and wala wa! 
Envcrimed was ſotilly withalle, 14130 
That or that he had wered it half a day 
It made his fleſh all from his bones falle. 
Eut natheics ſom clerkes hire excuſen 
By on that highte Neſſus, that it maked : 
De as may be | wol hire not accuſen ; 14135 
But on his bak this ſherte he wered al naked, 
Til that his fleſh was for the venim blaked; 
And whan he ſaw non other remedie 
In hote coles he hath himſelven raked, 
For with no venime deigned him to die. 14140 
V. 14123. ſaith Traphee] As all the beſt mſſ. agree in this 


reading 1 have rctained it, though 1 cannot tell what author 
s alluded to. Ihe margin of C. 1 has this note; Ile vates 


be {* VL! 1 * * 2 _ — — 
Chaldæorum 7. Lets. Ihe editt. read— 7. 7, ler. — 
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Thus ſtarf this worthy mighty Hercules, 
Lo! who may truſt on Fortune any throw ? 
For him that folweth all this world of pres 
Or he be ware is oft ylaid ful lowe : 
Ful wiſe is he that can himſelven knowe. T4145 
Beth ware, for whan that Fortune liſt to gloſe 
Than waiteth ſhe hire man to overthrowe 
By {wiche a way as he wold leſt ſuppoſe. 

Nabuchodonefor. 

The mighty trone, the precious treſor, 
The ylorious ſceptre, and real majeſtee, I4150 
"That hadde the King Nabuchodonofor, 

Vith tonge unnethes may deſcrived be: 

He twies wan Jeruſalem the citee. 
he veſſell of the temple he with him ladde; 
At Babiloine was his ſoveraine lee, 14155 
In which his glorie and his delit he hadde. 

Ihe favreft children of the blood real 
Gf Ifrac] he did do gelde anon, 
And maked eche of hem to ben his thral. 
Amonges other Daniel was on, 14169 
"hat was the wiſeſt child of everich on, 
For he the dremes of the king expouned, 
Wher as in Caldee clerk ne was ther non 

hat wiſte to what fin his dremes ſouned. 

his proude king let make a ſtatue of gold 14165 

Sixty cubites long and ſeven in brede, 


y.14151. Nabuchodongſ5r} For this kiltory and the follow: 
jag of Ba!thafar ſee Daniel iV. The latter only is related by 
Boccace, b. ii, c. xxiii. 


14145 


14150 


14155 


14169 


d 14165 


he follow: 
related by 


* . 
— 8 
rr” 6 I 


THE MONKES TALE, 211 


To which image bothe yonge and old 
Commanded he to loute and have in drede, 
Or in a fourneis ful of flames rede 
He ſhuld be brent that wolde not obeye; 14170 
But never wold aſſenten to that dede 
Daniel, ne his yonge ſelawes tweye. 
This king of kinges proud was and elat; 
He wend that God that fit in majeſtee 


Ne might him nat bereve of his eſtat: 14175 


But ſodenly he loſt his dignitee, 

And like a beſt him ſemed for to be, 

And ete hey as an oxe, and lay therout: 

In rain with wilde beſtes walked he 

Til certain time was ycome about. 14180 
And like an egles fethers wes his heres, 

His neyles like a briddes clawes were, 


Til God releſed him at certain yeres, 


And yaf him wit, and than with many a tere 


ne thanked God, and ever his lif in fere 14185 


Was he to don amis, or more treſpace: 
And til that time he laid waz on his bere 
He knew that God was ful of might and grace. 
Balthaſar. 
His ſone, which that highte Balthaſar, 


That held the regne after his fadres day, 14190 
e by his fader coude not beware, 


For proude he was of herte and of array, 
And eke an ydolaſter was he ay. 
His high eſtat aſſured him in pride; 
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But Fortune caſt him doun (and ther he lay) 14195 


| And ſodenly his regne gan devide. : 
} A feſte he made unto his lordes alle 0 
1 Upon a time, and made hem blithe be, 4 
it And than his officeres gan he calle; A 
1 Goth bringeth forthe the veſſels, quod he, 14200 
| | Which that my fader in his proſperitee a, 
| Out of the temple of Jeruſalem beraft, = 

| And to our highe goddes thanke we I 7: 

| Of honour, that our eldres with us laft. 4 T} 
His wil, his lordes, and his concubines, 14205 Dr 


Ay dronken, while hir appetites laſt, 
Out of thiſe noble veſſels ſondry wines. 
1 And on a wall this king his eyen caſt, 
And ſaw an hand armles that wrote ſul faſt, 
For fere of whiche he quoke and ſiked ſore: 14210 
hi This hand, that Balthaſar fo ſore agaſt, 
þ Wrote Mane techel Phares, and no more, 
In al that lond magicien was non 
| That coud expounen what this lettre ment, 
il But Daniel exponned it anon, T4215 
| And ſaid, O King! God to thy fader lent 
i Glorie and honour, regne, trefour, and rent, 

And he wis proud and nothing God ne dradde, 
| And tnerfore God gret wreche upon him ſent, 
And him beraft the regne that he hadde. 1.4220 
| He was out caſt of mannes compagnie, 
| With aſſes was his habitation, 
And ete hey as a beſt in wete and erie, 
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4195 2 Til that he knew by grace and by reſon 

That God of he ven hath domination 14225 
Over every regne and every creature, 

And than had God of him compaſſion, 

And him reſtored his regne and his figure. 

| Eke thou that art his ſone art proud alſo, 

And knoweſt all thiſe thinges veraily, 14230 
75 And art rebel to God and art his fo: 

rhou dranke eke of his veſſels boldely, 

4 Thy wif eke and thy wenches ſinfully 

Dranke of the ſame veſſels fondry wines, 

And heried falſe goddes curſedly, 14235 
rnherſore to thee yihapen ful gret pine is. 

This hand was ſent fro God that on the wall 
wrote Mane techel Phares, truſteth me. 

Ir by regne is don; thou weyeſt novght at all: 
Divided is thy regne, and it ſhal be 14240 
Fro Medes and to Perſes ye ven, quod he. 

And thilke ſame night this king was ſlawe, 

And Darius occ upied his degree, 

W'hough he therto had neither right ne lawe. 

$ Lordinges, enſample hereby moun ye take 14245 
ow that in lordſhip is no ſikerneſſe, 


4200 


14210 


ide, or whan that Fortune wol a man forſake 
nt, e bereth away his regne and his richeſſe, 
142% And eke his frendes, bothe more and leſſe; 


or what man that hath frendes thurgh Fortune 
lihap wo! make hem enemies I geſſe. 14251 
his proverbe is ful ſoth, and ful commune. 


- — 9. 


PY PEER * * 5 =, Rt 
OEM 2. 


— 
— 


Mile — 


214 THE MONKES TALE, 


Zenobia, 

Zenobia, of Palmerie the quene, 
(As writen Perſiens of hire nobleſſe) 
So worthy was in armes, and ſo kene, 142353 
That no wight paſſed hire in hardineſſe, 
Ne in linage ne in other gentilleſſe. 
Of kinges blood of Perſe is ſhe deſcended; 
I ſay not that ſhe hadde moſt faireneſle, 
But of hire ſhape ſhe might not ben amended. 14260 

From hire childhode 1 finde that ſhe fledde 
Office of woman, and to wode ſhe went, 
And many a wilde hartes blood ſhe ſhedde 
With arwes brode that ſhe to hem ſent ; 
She was ſo ſwift that ſhe anon hem hent: 1426; 
And whan that ſhe was elder ſhe wold kille 
Leons, lepards, and beres al to-rent, 
And in hire armes weld hem at hire wille. 

She dorſt the wilde beſtes dennes ſeke, 
And rennen in the mountaignes all the night, 14279 
And ſlepe under the buſh; and ſhe coude eke 
Wraſtlen by veray force and veray might 
With any yong man, were he never ſo wight; 
Ther mighte nothing in hire armes ſtonde : 


Fey . hy \ Pe 4 —"— . N . = _ £ FIT - 4 4 
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v. 14253 Zensbia}] Her ſtory is told by Boccace, De caſ. 1, 
I. viii. . 7, but more at large in his book De claris Mulieri", Wt 
from which our Author has plainly taken almoſt every circum 
Rance of his narration, though in ver. 14331 he ſeems ta 
ſer to Petrarch as his original. Perhaps Boccace's book lad 14 BW 
len into Chaucer's hands under the name of Petrarch, 
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She kept hire maidenhode from every wight; 14275 
Jo no man deigned hire for to be bonde. 

But at the laſt hire frendes han hire maried 
To Odenat, a prince of that contree, 
Al were it ſo that ſhe hem longe taried, 
And ye ſhul underſtonder how that he 14280 
Hadde ſwiche fantaſies as hadde ſhe; 


4 „ 


14233 


But natheles whan they were knit in fere 
They lived in joye and in felicitee, 
For eche of hem had other lefe and dere; 
Save o thing, that ſhe n'olde never aſſente 14285 
By no way that he ſhulde by hire lie 
ut ones, for it was hire plaine entente 
o have a childe the world to multiple; 
nd al ſo ſone as that ſhe might eſpie 
Frhat ſhe was not with childe with that dede, 14290 
Frhan wold ſhe ſuſfer him don his fantaſie 
tlone, and not but ones out of drede. 
And if ſhe were with child at thilke caſt 
No more ſhuld he playen thilke game 
Will fully fourty dayes weren paſt, I4295 
han wold ſhe ones ſuffre him do the ſame. 
WA! werc this Odenate wild or tame 
: Ic gate no more of hire, for thus ſhe ſayde, 
| F-14295. Till fu'y fourty daves) There is a confulion in this 
| alage which might have been avoided if our Author had re- 
ery Coo? 4.0 Preis Polo, Trig. Tyrann. c. xxix. de Zenobia; 
ſeems ta to Cum ſemel concubditlet, expectatis menſtruis, continebat 


NY Yor - . ; 
ook had 1 prinimans offer ; uin minus, iterum poteſtatem quæren- 
rch, ges lpcris dabat.“ 
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It was to wives lecherie and ſhame 

In other cas if that men with hem playde. 143 
Two ſones by this Odenate had ſhe, 

The which ſhe kept in vertue and lettrure, 

But now unto our Tale turne we. 

I ſay fo worſhipful a creature, 


Aud wiſe therwith, and large with meſure, 14c; A 


So penible in the werre, and curteis eke, 

Ne more labour might in werre endure, 

Was non, though all this world men ſhulden ſeke. 
Hire riche array ne mighte not be told, 


As wel in veſſell as in hire clothing; I4310 N 


She was all clad in pierrie and in gold; 
And cke ſhe lefte not for non hunting 

To have of ſondry tonges ful knowing, 
Whan that ſhe leiſer had, and for to entend 


To lernen bookes was all hire liking, T 431; 


How ſhe in vertue might hire lif diſpend. 
And ſhortly of this ſtorie for to trete, 
So doughty was hire huſbond and eke ſhe 

That they conquered many regues grete 


In the orient, with many a faire citee 1430 


Appertenaunt unto the majeſtee 

Of Rome, and with ſtrong hand held hem ful faſt, 
Ne never might hir fomen don hem flee 

Ay while that Odenates dayes laſt. 


Hire batailles, who ſo liſt hem for to rede, 143 


Againe Sapor the king, and other mo, 
1 


„„ 
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And how that all this proceſſe fell in dede, 
Why ſhe conquered, and what title therto, 
And after of hire miſchefe and hire wo, 
How that ſhe was beſeged and ytake, 14330 
Let him unto my maiſter Petrark go, N 
That writeth ynough of this I undertake. 
Whan Odenate was ded ſhe mightily 
The regnes held, and with hire propre hond 
Agains hir foos ſhe ſought ſo cruelly I4335 
That ther n'as king ne prince in all that lond 
That he n'as glad if he that grace fond 
That ſhe ne wolde upon his lond werreye ; 
With hire they maden alliaunce by bond 
To ben in pees and let hire ride and pleye. 14340 
The Emperour of Rome Claudius, 

Ne him beforn the Romain Galien, 
Ne dorſte never be ſo corageous, 
Ne non Ermin ne non Egiptien, 
Ne Surrien ne non Arabien, I4345 
Within the feld ne dorſte with hire fight, 
Leſt that ſhe wold hem with hire hondes len, 

143% 3 Or with hire meinie putten hem to flight. | 

y In kinges habite wente hire ſones two 
\ ful faſt, As heires of hir fadres regnes alle, 14350 
And Heremanno and Timolao 

Hir names were, as Perſiens hem calle, 
But ay Fortune hath in hire hony galle : 


This mighty quene may no while endure; 
Velume IP. 1 
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Fortune out of hire regne made hire falle 1435; 
To wretchednefle and to miſaventure. 
Aurelian, whan that the governance 
Of Rome came into his hondes twey, 
He ſhope upon this quene to do vengeance, 
And with his legions he toke his way I4369 
Toward Zenobie ; and, ſhortly for to ſay, 
He made hire flee, and atte laſt hire hent, 
And fettred hire and eke hire children tway, 


And wan the lond, and home to Rome he went. 


Amonges other thinges that he wan 14367 1 \ 
Hire char, that was with gold wrought and pierrie, a 
This grete Romain, this Aurelian, 1 
Hath with him lad for that men ſhuld it ſee. : N 


Beforen his triumphe walketh ſhe, 
With gilte chaines on hire necke honging, 1437 
Crouned ſhe was, as after hire degree, 
And ful of pierrie charged hire clothing. 
Alas, Fortune! ſhe that whilom was 


Dredeful ro kinges and to emperoures, 1 10 
Now gaureth all the peple on hire, alas! 1437; * 
And ſhe that helmed was in ſtarke ſtoures, i 
And wan by force tounes ſtronge and toures, = 
Shal on hire hed now were a vitremite, » * 


And ſhe that bare the ſceptre ſul of floures 
Shal bere a diſtaf, hire coſt ſor to quite. 1430 
F. 14378. a vitremite] This word is differently written in 


the mſl. ⁊itrymite, witermite, wintermite, vitryte. The edit, 
read autremite, which is equally unintelligible. 
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Nero. 

Although that Nero were as vicious 
As any fend that lith ful low adoun, 
Yet he, as telleth us Suetonius, 
This wide world had in ſubjectioun, 
Both eſt and weſt, ſouth and ſeptentrioun. 
Of rubies, ſaphires, and of perles white, 
Were all his clothes brouded up and doun, 
For he in gemmes gretly gan delite. 


14385 


nt. More delicat, more pompous of array, 
14365 More proude, was never emperour than he, 14390 
pierrie, WY That ilke cloth that he had wered o day 
After that time he n'olde it ne ver ſce: 
Nettes of gold threde had he gret plentee 
To fiſh in Fiber whan him lift to play: 
1437 His luſtes were as law in his degree, 14395 


For Fortune as his frend wold him obay, 
= He Rome brente for his delicacie; 
The Senatours he flow upon a day 
To heren how that men wold wepe and crie, 
14375 And ſlow his brother, and by his ſuſter lay. 
lis moder made he in pitous array, 


87 r. 14355. ſouth and ſeptentrioun] The miſſ. read north; but 
& here can be nodoubt ot the propriety of the correction, which 
as firit made, I believe, in ed. Urry. In the Rom. de la x. from 


I44co 


90 hence great part of this tragedy of Nero is tranſlated, the 
143 Paſſage ſtands thus, ver. 6501.3 
Ce Ce defloyal, que jc te dy 
* l = * * 
* written , Et 4"orient et de midy, 
e, Tue edit. D'oecident, de ſeptentrion. 


Tint-il la juriſdicion. 
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For he hire wombe let ſlitten, to behold 
Wher he conceived was, ſo wala wa! 
That he ſo litel of his moder told. 
No tere out of his eyen for that ſight 
Ne came, but ſayd a faire woman was ſhe. 
Gret wonder 15 how that he coud or might 
Be domeſman of hire dede beautee. 
The wine to bringen him commanded he, 
And dranke anon ; no other wo he made. 
Whan might is joined unto crueltee, 
Alas! to depe wol the venime wade, 
In youthe a maiſter had this emperour 
To techen him lettrure and curteſie: 
For of moralitee he was the flour, 
As in his time, but if bookes lie; 
And while this maiſter had of him maiſtric 
He maked him ſo conning and ſo ſouple 
That longe time it was or tyrannie 
Or any vice dorſt in him uncouple. 

This Seneka, of which that I deviſe, 
Becauſe Nero had of him ſwiche drede, 
For he fro vices wold him ay chaſtiſe 
Diſcretly, as by word and not by dede; 
Sire, he wold ſay, an emperour mote nede 


I. 14408. domeſman] judge; the word in Boethius, who hu 


alſo related this ſtory, is cenſor, I. ii. met. vi. 
Ora non tinxit lacrymis, fed eſſe 
Genſor extincti potuit decori 


which our Author has thus rendered in his proſe verſion; © N: Þ 
© no tere wette his face, but he was ſo harde herted that ls F 


«© might be domeſnan or judge of her dedde beautce.“ 
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Be vertuous, and haten tyrannie; 
For which he made him in a bathe to blede 
On bothe his armes till he muſte die. 
This Nero had eke of a cuſtumaunce 
In youth ageins his maiſter for to riſe, 14430 
Which after ward him thought a gret grevaunce, 
Therfore he made him dien in this wiſe. 
But natheles this Seneka the wiſe 
Chees in a bathe to die in this manere 
Rather than han another turmentiſe: 14435 
And thus hath Nero flain his maiſter dere. 
Now fell it ſo that Fortune liſt no lenger 
The highe pride of Nero to cherice, 
For though that he were ſtrong yet was ſhe ſtrenger. 
She thoughte thus; by God I am to nice 14440 
To ſet a man that is fulfilled of vice 
in high degree, and Emperour him calle ; 
By Cod out of his ſete I wol him trice; 
Whan he leſt weneth ſoneſt ſhal he falle. 
The peple roſe upon him on a night 14445 
For his defaute, and whan he it eſpied 
Out of his dores anon he hath him dight 


Alone, and ther he wend han ben allied 


4 He knocked faſt, and ay the more he cried 
7 The faſter ſhetten they hir dores alle; 14450 
ho wiſt he wel he had himſelf miſgied, 


1 And went his way; no lenger dorſt he calle, 
rerſion; ” 
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The peple cried and rombled up and doun, 

That with his eres herd he how they ſayde, 

Wher is this falſe tyrant, this Neroun ? I4455 

For fere almoſt out of his wit he brayde, 

And to his goddes pitoufly he preide 

For ſocour, but it mighte not betide: 

For drede of this him thovghte that he deide, 

And ran into a gardin him to hide, 14466 
And in this gardin fond he cherles tweye 

That ſaten by a fire gret and red, 

And to thiſe cherles two he gan to preye 

To flen him, and to girden of his hed, 

That to his body whan that he were ded 14465 

Were no deſpit ydon for his defame. 

Himſelf he ſlow, he coud no better rede, 


| 1— ren 15 ot 


Of which Fortune lough and hadde a game, 1 
Holofernes. F 
Was never capitaine under a king F 
That regnes mo put in ſubjectioun, 14470 R 
Ne ſtrenger was in ſeld of alle thing A 
As in his time, ne greter of renoun, 14A 
Ne more pompous in high preſumpttoun, A 
Than Holoferne, which that Fortune ay kiſt 
So likerouſly, and lad him up and doun, 14477 * 
Til that his hed was of or that he wiſt. can 
Not only that this world had him in awe ne 
For leſing of richeſſe and libertee, r 


But he made every man reneie his lawe. 
6 
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Nabuchodonoſor was God, ſayd he; 
Non other god ne ſhulde honoured be. 
Ageins his heſte ther dare no wight treſpace 
Save in Bethulia, a ſtrong citee, 
Wher Eliachim a preeſt was of that place. 

But take kepe of the deth of Holoferne : 
Amid his hoſt he dronken lay a night 
Within his tente, large as is a berne; 
And yet for all his pompe and all his might 
Judith, a woman, as he lay upright 
Sleping, his hed of ſmote, and fro his tente 
Ful prively ſhe ſtale from every wight, 
And with his hed unto hire toun ſhe wente. 

Antiochus. 

What nedeth it of King Antiochus 
To tell his high and real majeſtee, 
His gret pride, and his werkes venimous ? 
For ſwiche another was ther non as he; 
Redeth what that he was in Machabe, 
And redeth the proud wordes that he ſeid, 
And why he fell from his proſperitee, 
And in an hill how wretchedly he deid. 


14485 


1449 


14495 


T45c0 


V. 14484 Ther Rliacbini] I cannot find any prieſt of this 
name in the book of Judith. The High Prieft of Jerufalem is 
called eim in c. iv, which name would ſuit the verſe better 


than Fliachim, 


v. 14493. Antiochus)] This tragedy is a poetical paraphraſe 


vf eco Maccabees, chap. ix. 
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Fortune him had enhaunſed ſo in pride 
That veraily he wend he might attaine 
Unto the ſterres upon every ide, 
And in a balaunce weyen eche mountaine, 
And all the floodes of the ſce reſtreine: I45c5 
And Goddes peple had he moſt in hate, 
Hem wold he fleen in turment and in peine, 
Wening that God ne might his pride abate. 
And for that Nichanor and Timothee 
With Jewes were venquiſhed mightily, T4519 
Unto the Jewes ſwiche an hate had he 
That he bad greithe his char ful haſtily, 
And ſwore and ſayde ful deſpitouſly 
Unto Jeruſalem he wold eftſone, 
To wreke his ire on it ful cruelly; T4515 
But of his purpos was he let ful ſone. 
God for his manace him ſo ſore ſmote 
With inviſible wound, ay incurable, 
That in his guttes carle it ſo and bote 
Thatte his peines weren importable; 14520 
And certainly the wreche was reſonable, 
For many a mannes guttes did he peine; 
But from his purpos curſed and damnable, 
For all his ſmerte, he n'olde him not reſtreine; 
But bade anon apparailen his hoſt. 14525 
And ſodenly, or he was of it ware, 


God daunted all his pride aud all his boſt; 
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For he ſo ſore fell out of his chare 

That it his limmes and his ſkinne to-tare, 

So that he neither mighte go ne ride, 14530 

But in a chaiere men about him bare, 

Alle forbruſed bothe bak and fide. 
The wreche of God him ſmote ſo cruelly 

That thurgh his body wicked wormes crept, 

And therwithal he ſtanke ſo horribly I4535 

That non of all his meinie that him kept, 

Whether ſo that he woke or elles flept, 

Ne mighte not of him the ſtinke endure. 

In this miſchiefe he wailed and eke wept, 

And knew God lord of every creature. 14740 
To all his hoſt and to himſelf alſo 

Ful wlatſom was the ſtinke of his careine; 

No man ne mighte him beren to ne fro; 

And in this ſtinke and this horrible peine 

He ſtarf ful wretchedly in a mountaine. T4545 


Thus hath this robbour and this homicide, 


That many a man made to wepe and pleine, 
Swiche guerdon as belongeth unto pride. 
Alexander. 

The ſtorie of Alexandre is ſo commune 
That every wight that hath diſcretioun 14550 
Hath herd ſomwhat or all of his fortune. 
This wide world, as in concluſioun, 
He wan by ſtrength, or for his high renoun 
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They weren glad for pees unto him ſende. 

The pride of man and boſt he layd adoun, T4555 

Wher ſo he came, unto the worldes ende. 
Compariſon might never yet be maked 

Betwix him and another conquerour, 

For al this world for drede of him hath quaked; 

He was of knighthode and of fredome flour; 14:60 

Fortune him maked the heir of hire honour, 

Save wine and women nothing might aſſwage 

His high entente in armes and labour, 

So was he ful of leonin corage. 

What pris were it to him though I you told 14565 

Of Darius, and an hundred thouſand mo 

Of kinges, princes, dukes, erlcs bold, 

Which he conquered, and brought hem into wo? 

I ſay as fer as man may ride or go 

The world was his; what ſhuld | moredeviſe? 14579 

For though I wrote or told you ever mo 

Of his knighthode it mighte not ſuffice, 
Twelf yere he regned, as ſaith Machabe : 

Philippus ſone of Macedoine he was, 

That firſt was king in Greece the contree. 14575 

O worthy gentil Alexandre! alas 

That ever ſhuld thee fallen ſwiche a gas! 

Fnpoiſoned of thyn owen folke thou were; 

Thy ſis Fortune hath turned into an as, 

And yet for thee ne wept ſhe never a tere. 145 
Who ſhal me veven teres to complaine 


The deth of gentilleſſe and of fraunchile, 
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| That all this world welded in his demaine, 


And yet him thought it mighte not ſuffice ? 
$0 ful was his corage of high empriſe. 1458 


Alas! who ſhal me helpen to endite 


| Falſe Fortune, and poiſon to deſpiſe ? 


The whiche two of all this wo I wite, 
Julius Ceſar. 
By wiſdome, manhode, and by gret labour, 


| From humblehede to real majeſtee 14599 
| Up roſe he Julius the conquerour, 


That wat: all the occident by lond and ſee 


Zy ſtrengthe of hond or elles by tretee, 


And unto Rome made hem ttibutarie, 


And ſith of Rome the Emperour was he 14595 


Til that Fortune wexe his adverfarie. 
O mighty Ceſar! that in Theſſalie 
Ageins Pompeius, father thin in lawe, 


That of the orient had all the chivalrie 
As fer as that the day beginneth dawe, 146ce 
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Thouthurgh thy knighthode haſt hem take and ſlawe, 
Wave few folk that with Pompeius fledde, 
&! hurgh which thou put all the orient in awe, 


hanke Fortune that ſo wel thee ſpedde. 


But now a litel while I wol bewaile 14605 
This Pompeius, this noble governour 


Rome, which that fled at this bataille. 
ſay on of his men, a ſalſe traitour, 
is hed of mote, to winnen him ſavour 
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Of Julius, and him the hed he brought : 
Alas, Pompeie! of the orient conquerour, 
That Fortune unto ſwiche a fin thee brought. 
To Rome again repaireth Julius 
With his triumphe laureat ful hie, 
But on a time Brutus and Caſſius, T4615 
That ever had of his high eſtat envie, 
Ful prively had made conſpiracie 
Ageins this Julius in ſotil wiſe, 
And call the place in which he ſhulde die 
With bodekins, as I ſhal you deviſe, T4610 
This Julius to the Capitolie wente 
Upon a day, as he was wont to gon, 
And in the Capitolie anon him hente 
This falſe Brutus and his other foon, 
And ſtiked him with bodekins anon T 4625 
With many a wound, and thus they let him lic: 
But never gront he at no ſtroke but on, 
Or elles at two, but if his ſtorie lie. 
So manly was this Julius of herte, 
And ſo wel loved eſtatly honeſtee, T4630 
That though his dedly woundes ſore ſmerte 
His mantel over his hippes caſte he, 
For no man ſhulde ſeen his privetee ; 
And as he lay of dying in a trance, 
And wiſte veraily that ded was he, 14635 
Of honeſtee yet had he remembrance. 
Lucan, to thee this ſtorie | recommende, 
And to Sueton and Valerie alſo, 
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* 


T4619 : That of this ſtorie writen word and ende, 
now that to thiſe gret conqueronres two 14640 
: Fortune was firſt a frend and ſith a fo. 
No man ne truſt upon hire favour long, 
f gut have hire in await for evermo, 
; Witneſſe on all thiſe conqueroures ſtrong. 
| Creſus. 
The riche Creſus, whilom King of Lide, 14645 
Of whiche Creſus Cirus fore him dradde, 
Wet was he caught amiddes all his pride, 
\ndto be brent men to the fire him ladde, 
But ſwiche a rain doun from the welken ſhadde 
That low the fire, and made to him eſcape; 14650 
But to beware no grace yet he hadde 
Til Fortune on the galwes made him gape. 
14615 Whan he eſcaped was he can not ſtint 
or to beginne a newe werre again: 


t. 


T4615 


14620 


m lic: 


v. 14639. word and ende] Dr. Hickes, in his Gr. A. S. p. 70, 
is propoſed to read ord and end, both here and in Tro. b. v. 
er. 1668, He has thewn very clearly that ord and end was a 
mmon Saxon exhreſſion for the whole of a thing, the be- 
inning and end of it: but all the mſſ. that I have examined 
ad tvord, and therefore I have left it in the text, as poſſibly 
e old Saxon phraſe in Chaucer's time might have been cor - 
pted. 

v. 14645. Creſus] In the opening of this ſtory our Author has 
ainly copied the following pallage of his own verſion of Boe- 
us, b. ii. pro. 2. ; * Wiſte thou not how Creſus King of Ly- 
viens, of whiche King Cyrus was ful fore agaſte a litel be- 
fore,” Wc. : but the greateſt part is taken from the Rom. de 
R. ver. 6847—691 2, 

Volume IJ. U 


1463 
rte 


1463 


de, 


4 ——— —ä— AL ——ͤ—3)————T—— . 


OE, 2 "2 4 


a 
— 


S £10243. OS „ 


230 THE MONKES TALE, 


He wened wel for that Fortune him ſent 14655 
Swiche hap that he eſcaped thurgh the rain 
That of his foos he mighte not be ſlain ; 
And eke a ſweven upon a night he mette 
Of which he was ſo proud and eke ſo fain 
That in vengeance he all his herte ſette. 14660 
Upon a tree he was, as that him thought, 
Ther Jupiter him wesſhe both bak and fide, 
And Phebus eke a faire towail him brought 
To drie him with, and therfore wex his pride. 
And to his doughter that ſtood him beſide, 14663 
Which that he knew in high ſcience habound, 
He had hire tell him what it ſignified, 
And ſhe his dreme began right thus expound. 
The tree (quod ſhe) the galwes is to mene, 
And Jupiter betokeneth ſnow and rain, T4670 
And Phebus with his towail clere and clene, 
Tho ben the ſonnes ſtremes, ſoth to ſain : 
Thou ſhalt anhanged be, fader, certain ; 
Rain ſhal thee waſh, and ſonne ſhal thee drie. 
Thus warned him ful plat and eke ful plain 14675 
His doughter, which that called was Phanie. 
Anhanged was Creſus the proude king ; 
His real trone might him not availle : 
Tragedie is non other maner thing, 
N. 14679. Tragedie is] This reflection ſeems to have been 


ſuggeſted by one which follows ſoon after the mention of Cree- 
ſus in the paſſage jutt cited from Boethius ; ** What other thing 
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Ne can in ſinging crien ne bewaile, 14680 
But for that Fortune all day wol aſſaille 
With un ware ſtroke the regnes that ben proude; 
For whan men truſten hire than wol ſhe faille, 
And cover hire bright face with a cloude. 
Peter of Spaine. 

O noble, o worthy, Petro, glorie of Spaine! 14685 
Whom Fortune held ſo high in majeſtee, 
Wel oughten men thy pitous deth complaine: 
Out of thy lond thy brother made thee flee, 
And after at a ſege by ſotiltee 
Thou were betraied and lad unto his tent, 14690 


„ bewaylen the cryinges of tragedyes but onely the dedes of 
© Fortune, that with an aukewarde ſtroke overtourneth the 
« realmes of grete nobleye ?” 

. 14685. Petro of Spaine] This tragedie and the three fol» 
lowing, in ſeveral mf. are inſerted before, after ver. 14380, ſo 
that The Monkes Tale ends with ver. 14684. ; 

And cover hire bright face with a cloude. 
In favour of this arrangement it may be obſerved, that when 
the Monk is interrupted the Hofte alludes to this line as freih 
in his memory, ver. 14788. ; 

He ſpake how Fortune covered with a cloude 

I wote not what, and als of a iragedie 


Right now ye herds 

where tragedie may be ſuppoſed to allude to ver. 14679. On 
the other hand, though the Monk profeſſedly diſregards chro- 
nological order, theſe very modern ſtories in the midft of the 
ancient make anaukward appearance; and as the Hoſte declares 
himſelf to have been half aſleep he may very well be ſuppoſed 
to ſpeak from a cunfuſed recollection of what had been ſaid 
cighty-eight verſes before ; and what he ſays of tragedie may 
be reſerred to ver. 14768.—l have followed the order obſer» 
ved in the beſt mil. C. 1. 4 fl. 1, 2, HA. 
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Wher as he with his owen hond ſlow thee, 

Succeding in thy regne and in thy rent. 
The feld of ſnow, with th' egle of blak therin, 

Caught with the limerod, coloured as the glede, 

He brewed this curſedneſſe and all this ſinne; 14695 

The wicked neſte was werker of this dede, 

Not Charles Oliver, that toke ay hede 

Of trouthe and honour, but of Armorike 

Genilon Oliver, corrupt for mede, 

Broughte this worthy king in ſwiche a brike. 147c0 


v. 14697. Not Charles Oliver] Not the Oliver of Charles, 
[Charlemagne] but an Oliver of Armorica, a ſecond Genelon 
or Ganelon. See ver. 13124, 15233. $0 this paſſage is to be un- 
derſtood, which in ed. Urr. has been changed to—Not Charles 
ne Oliver. But who this Oliver of Bretagne was whom our 
Author charges as werker of the death of King Petro is not ſo 
clear. According to Mariana, l. xvii. c.13, ſuch a charge might 
moſt properly be brought againſt Bertrand du Gueſclin, a Bre- 
ton, afterwards Conſtable of France, as it was in conſequence 
of a private treaty with him that Petrocame to his tent, where 
he was killed by his brother Henry, and partly (as ſome ſaid) 
con ayuda de Beltran. But how he thould come to be called 
Oliver I cannot gueſs, unleſs perhaps Chaucer confounded him 
with Olivier de lion, another famous Breton of thoſe times, 
who was alſo Conſtable of France after Bertrand. ¶Froiſſart men- 
tions an Olivier de Manny, nephew to Bertrand du Gueſclin, 
as receiving large rewards from King Henry, vol. i. ch. 245. 
but he does not repreſent him as particularly concerned in the 
death of Petro. ] · The perſon meant, whoever he was, muſt 
have been ſufficiently pointed out at the time by his coat of 


arms, which is deſcribed in ver. 14693, 4. Th egle of blat in 


a feld of ſnoxw is plain enough, but the teſt of the blazonry | 
cannot pretend to decipher. 
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| Petro King of Cypre. 
© worthy Petro! King of Cypre alſo, 
That Alexandrie wan by high maiſtrie, 
Ful many an Hethen wroughteſt thou ful wo, 
Of which thin owen lieges had envie, 
And for nothing but for thy chivalrie I4705 
They in thy bed han ſlain thee by the morwe. 
Thus can Fortune hire whele governie and gie, 
And out of joye bringen men to ſorwe, 
Barnabo Viſcount. 
Of Milane grete Barnabo Viſcount, 
God of delit, and ſcourge of Lumbardie, 14710 
Why ſhuld I not thin infortune account, 
Sith in eſtat thou clomben were ſo high ? 
Thy brothers ſone, that was thy double allie, 


F. 14701. Petro King of Cypre] Concerning the taking of 
Alexandria by this prince, and his other exploits, ſee the note 
on ver. 51, and the authors there cited. He was allaſſinated in 
1369, Acad. des Inf. t. xx. p. 439. | 

v. 14709. Barnabo Viſcount) BernaboViſconti, Duke of Milan, 
was depoſed by his nephew, and thrown into priſon, where he 
died in 1385. I did not attend to this circumſtance when 
I ſtated the inſurrection of Strawe in 1381 as the lateſt hiſto» 
rical fact mentioned in theſe Tales, Diſcourſe, fc. n. 6. The 
death of Bernabo was certainly later. Fortunately however this 
difference of four years has no other conſequence than that it 
makes the ſuppoſed date of the pilgrimage in 1 353, which was 
before very doubtful, ill more improbable. The Knight might 
as probably be upon a pilgrimage in 1387 as in 1353, accords 
ing to the precedent of Sir Mathew de Gourney. Sce note on 
ver. 43. 
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For he thy nevew was and ſone in lawe, 
Within bis priſon made he thee to die, 14713 
But why ne how n'ot I that thou were ſlawe. | 
Hugelin of Piſe. 
Of the Erl Hugelin of Piſe the langour 


Ther may no tonge tellen for pitee. f 
But litel out of Piſe ſtant a tour, 1 
In whiche tour in priſon yput was he, 14729 | | 
Ard with him ben his litel children three, Y 
The eldeſt ſcarſely five yere was of age : & 
Alas! Fortune, it was gret crueltee > 


Swiche briddes for to put in ſwiche a cage. 
Dampned was he to die in that priſon, T4725 f 
For Roger which that Biſhop was of Piſe 
Had on him made a falſe ſuggeſtion, 
Thurgh which the peple gan upon him riſe, f 
And put him in priſon in ſwiche a wiſe : 
As ye han herd; and mete and drinke he had 14730 
So ſmale, that wel unnethe it may ſuffiſe, 
And therwithal it was ful poure and bad. 
And on a day befell that in that houre 
Whan that his mete wont was to be brought F- 
The gailer ſhette the dores of the toure 1473/8 
He hered it wel, but he ſpake right nought ; 4 
And in his herte anon ther fell a thought 


v. 14717, Hugelin of Piſe] Chaucer himſelf has referred ol 
to Dante for the original of this tragedy. See Inferno, c. xxxb 
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That they for hunger wolden do him dien : 

Alas! quod he, alas that | was wrought! 

Therwith the teres fellen fro his eyen. 14740 
His yonge ſone, that three yere was of age, 

Unto him ſaid, Fader, why do ye wepe ? 

Whan will the gailer bringen our potage ? 

Is ther no morſel bred that ye do kepe ? 

I am ſo hungry that | may not flepe. 184745 

Now wolde God that | might ſlepen ever, 

Than ſhuld not hunger in my wombe crepe ; 

Ther n'is no thing fauf bred that me were lever. 
Thus day by day this childe began to crie, 

Til in his fadres barme adoun it lay, 14750 

And ſaide, Farewel, fader, l mote die; 

And kiſt his fader, and dide the ſame day, 

And whan the woful fader did it ſey 

For wo his armes two he gan to bite, 

And ſaide, Alas! Fortune, and wala wa! 14755 

Thy falſe whele my wo all may ] wite. 
His children wenden that for hunger it was 

That he his armes gnowe, and not for wo, 

And ſayden, Fader, do not ſo, alas! 

But rather ete the fleſh upon us two : 14760 

Our fleſh thou yaf us, take our fleſh us fro, 

And ete ynough. Right thus they to him 1 

And after that, within a day or two, 

They laide hem in his lappe adoun and Ae. 
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Himſelf diſpeired eke for hunger ſtarf. 14763 
Thus ended is this mighty Erl of Piſe : 
From high eſtat Fortune away him carf. 
Of this tragedie it ought ynough ſuffice ; 
Who ſo wol here it in a longer wiſe 
Redeth the grete poete of Itaille 14770 
That highte Dante, for he can it deviſe 
Fro point to point; not o word wol he faille. 14772 


N. 14765, 6. ] Theſe two verſes in the editt. have been tranſ- 
poſed, to the confuſion of the ſenſe as well as of the metre, 
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